

Jewish settlers wound 
Israeli policeman 

HEBRON (AFP) — Stonethrowing Jewish settlers 
wounded an Israeli border policeman in the West 
Bank town of Hebron Saturday, an Israeli military 
official said. The policeman was wounded as he 
attempted to stop the settlers throwing stones at Arab 
houses in the centre of the divided town. The army 
said the incident happened after Palestinians threw a 
firecracker at a Jewish school in one of the settler 
enclaves in the heart of Hebron. The town, where 4(30 
Jewish settlers live in small enclaves in the midst of 
more than 100,000 Palestinians, is the scene of fre- 
quent clashes between Palestinians, settlers and the 
Israeli security forces. 
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2 killed, 10 wounded 
in Luxor clashes 

LL1XOR (AFP) — Two villagers were killed and 10 oth- 
ers wounded in clashes between police and residents liv- 
ing amid the archaeological ruins of Luxor as the author- 
ities tried to force them to relocate, police said. A large 
number of policemen had massed Saturday morning to 
move the residents of Guma. a village on the western 
bank of the southern tourist resort of Luxor, police said. 
Police also made a number of arrests, according to wit- 
nesses. 
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Iraqi president threatens setting 


Prince Hassan calls for more effort to 
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ultimatum for U.N. inspections 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
threatened Saturday to give 
UK arms inspectors a six- 
month itinimtuzn to leave 
B aghdad, and scoffed at U.S. 
warnings of a military strike 
against Iraq. 

~Tf the [UK] Security 
Council does not cany out its 
commitments towards Iraq... 
Iraq will firmly support the 

recommendations of the 

National Assembly,” President 
Saddam warned in a televised 
address to mark the seventh 
anniversary of the start of the 
Gulf war. 

"There is no way out and no 
alternative course” President 
Saddam said. He was referring 
to a recommendation by the 
Iraqi parliament on Nov. 27 to 
give the United Nations Spe- 
cial Commission (UNSCOM ) 
six months to wind up its dis- 
armament work. 

Iraq has been under crip- 
pling UK sanctions since its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

Under the terms of the 
ceasefire ending the Gulf war 
that ejected Iraqi forces from 
the emirate in Februaiy 1991, 
the embargo cannot be lifted 
until UNSCOM certifies the 
elimination of Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction. 

‘The people and leadership 
of Iraq... are determined to 
fight a great jihad [holy war] to 
bring about the lifting of the 
embargo,” said President Sad- 
dam. who wore the Baath 
Party military uniform and 
punctuated his speech with 
verses from the Koran. 

And he warned the United 
Stales not to resort to military 
action to impose its wilt an 
option that has not been ruled 
out by White House officials 
in recent days. 

"They should not deceive 
themselves yet again and 
imagine that what they have 
failed to accomplish through 


Iraqi protesters bum the U.S. flag during a march through 
Baghdad early Saturday to mark the seventh anniversary 
of the start of the Gulf war (AFP photo) 


cheating and lies can now be 
attained by military aggres- 
sion," he said. 

President Saddam's warning 
comes as Iraq is involved in a 
new crisis with UNSCOM, 
whose chairman Richard But- 
ler is expected for emergency 
talks in Baghdad on Monday. 

Already embroiled in a row 
over its refusal to open presi- 
dential palaces to UNSCOM 
inspectors, Iraq last week 
blocked the work of an 
UNSCOM team led by former 
U.S. Marine Scott Ritter 
whom Baghdad accuses of 
spying for Washington. Iraq 
says UNSCOM is dominated 
by Britain and the United 
States, the two Security Coun- 
cil members most opposed to 
the lifting of sanctions, and has 
welcomed Russian and French 
proposals to alter the make-up 


of UNSCOM. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen initially reject- 
ed a Russian offer to provide 
surveillance planes to 
UNSCOM as an alternative to 
the American U-2, which Iraq 
says is used by Washington to 
spy on Iraqi mflilary sites. 

But speaking to repartees in 
Bangkok Saturday Mr. Cohen 
appeared to soften his stance, 
saying other nations could 
help with U.N. aerial recon- 
naissance as long as the U.S. 
role was not diminished 

“We certainly have no objec- 
tion to other countries helping 
to supplement the United 
States’ U-2. or indeed inspec- 
tors, providing there is no 
effort or consequence of 
undermining or degrading in 
any way the U.S. participa- 
tion,” he said. 


Ml Cohen Friday hud also 
objected to proposals to 
change the composition of 
UNSCOM (earns by adding 
Russian, French and Chinese 
arms experts. 

Since a crisis erupted in 
October over arms inspections 
and Iraq expelled U.S. nation- 
als in UNSCOM for a week, 
the United States has massed 
air and naval forces in the 
Gulf. 

Washington now has more 
than 26.000 soldiers in the 
Gulf region, more than 320 
planes and two aircraft carri- 
ers. And Britain on Friday 
onJered its aircraft carrier 
HMS Invincible to the Gulf 
from the Mediterranean. 

Around 300 Iraqis held a 
protest in Baghdad at 2 mi 
Saturday, the time when the 
war over Kuwait started on 
Jan. 17. 1991 with air raids on 
Baghdad. 

Some burned effigies of U.S. 
Resident Bill Clinton, along 
with U.S. and British flags, 
and chanted slogans calling for 
a lifting of the embargo. 

President Saddam said that 
Iraq “held steadfast" against 
the U.S.-led coalition in the 
Gulf war, which Baghdad 
dubbed the “Mother of All 
Battles" For the United States 
and its allies, Jan. 17 was “a 
day of shame,” he said, as the 
civil defence in Baghdad test- 
ed I he capital’s air raid sirens 
to mark the anniversary. 

President Saddam also 
renewed calls in his 50-minute 
speech for Arab unity and sup- 
port for Iraq's campaign to lift 
sanctions. 

‘They I the Arabs] are 
renewing confidence in the 
nation, not only by showing 
understanding over the posi- 
tion of Iraq but also by sup- 
porting efforts to have the 
unjust embargo lifted,” he said. 
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Iraqi Kurdish faction makes peace proposal to rival 


DUBAI (AFP) — The Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP) released details Sat- 
urday of a 14-point peace proposal it has 
put to the rival Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) to end factional fighting 
which has killed nearly 3,000 people in 
nothem Iraq since 1994. 

The plan sent by KDP leader Massud 
Barzani to his PUK leader Jalal Talebani 
foresees internationally-supervised elec- 
tions and the restoration of the joint 
ad minis tration which ran much of north- 
ern Iraq from the Kurdish uprising which 
followed the 1991 Gulf war until its col- 


lapse in 1994. 

Mr. Barzani also proposed an “end to 
the presence in Iraqi Kurdistan of armed 
units of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKKf which Ankara accuses of using 
Iraqi rear bases in its campaign for self- 
rule in southeastern Turkey. 

A reestablished joint administration 
should undertake ro “respect rhe rules of 
good neighbourliness with all neigh- 
bouring states within the framework of 
the unity and sovereignty of Iraq," Mr. 
Barzani said 

Turkish troops have repeatedly invad- 


ed northern Iraq in their campaign 
against the PKK, in which they are 
backed by fighters of the KDP. 

The joint administration should be 
responsible for the collection of taxes 
and customs levies and pay civil servants 
working in Kurdish-held districts of 
northern Iraq, Barzani said 

The sharing of customs duties levied at 
the Turkish border, the region's principal 
source of revenue, was the main reason 
for the collapse of the joint administra- 
tion. 


eliminate obstacles hindering peace 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan receives a U.S. Congress delegation visiting 
Jordan Saturday. The delegation also met with His Royal Highness Prince Talal and 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali (photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Saturday 
called for more efforts to 
transcend all obstacles fac- 
ing the progress of the 
peace process and io over- 
come lslamophobia. 

During a meeting with a 
U.S. Congress delegation. 
EVince Hassan pointed to 
the efforts exerted by Jor- 
dan to achieve economic 
development and combat 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali also received 
the Congress delegation 
and reviewed with them the 
latest developments in the 
Middle East. 

Dr. Majali lauded the 
American stand towards 
Middle East issues, particu- 
larly those concerning Jor- 
dan, reflecting Jordan's 
stand vis-a-vis the peace 
process which aims at 
removing all the obstacles 
that hinder the march 
towards peace. 

Dr. Majali also blamed 
the faltering peace process 
on the policies of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

“Peace is no more an indi- 
vidual desire but rather an 
international demand,” said 


Dr. Majali. 

“Security, which the 
Israelis call for. cannot be 
achieved through creating 
obstacles that curb any fur- 
ther development and sta- 
bility in the region” he 
added. 

Dr. Majali said that the 
sanctions imposed on the 


Iraqis denies their basic 
rights and that its continua- 
tion does not serve the 
objectives and principles of 
the international communi- 
ty- 

Members of the delega- 
tion expressed their coun- 
try's support for Jordan’s 
endeavours to reach a just. 


comprehensive and durable 
peace in the region. 

The delegation also met 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Talal Ben Mohammad, 
director of the Slate Securi- 
ty Council and reviewed 
with him the peace process 
and issues of common con- 
cern. 


PNA calls on Clinton 
to save peace process 


Hizbollah claims attack on 
Israeli jeep in south Lebanon 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian cabinet appealed 
to U.S. President Bill Clinton 
Saturday to save the peace 
process from the dangers of 
Israeli occupation and settle- 
ment activity. 

“We call on President Clin- 
ton to save the peace process 
endangered by Israel's cham- 
pions of occupation and set- 
tlement activity.” the cabinet 
said three days ahead of (he 
U.S. leader’s meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Clinton is to meet Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
Thursday, also in Washingtoa 

Mr. Arafat expressed hope 
the United States would pres- 
sure Mr. Netanyahu. 

“My greatest hope is that 
President Clinton can con- 
vince Netanyahu to respect 
his commitments,” he told 
journalists Saturday morning 
after the cabinet’s overnight 
meeting. 


Mr. Netanyahu's govern- 
ment has made an overdue 
West Bank troop pullback 
dependent on Palestinian 
readiness to accept a long list 
of conditions it says are con- 
tained within past agreements. 

Mr. Arafat also rejected 
Israelis suggestions that Israel 
will retain control over about 
60 per cent of the West Bank 
under a final agreement with 
the Palestinians. 

“Who would agree to such a 
demand." he said several 
times. His spokesman, Nabil 
Abu Rudeina. ruled out peace 
with Israel as long as the 
Palestinians do not have “their 
legitimate rights.” 

‘There will be neither peace 
nor security as long as the 
Palestinians are not able to 
exercise their legitimate rights 
throughout their territories 
with Jerusalem as the capital 
of the state of Palestine," he 
said. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Hizbollah militia said 
Saturday it blew up an 
Israeli jeep carrying 
senior Israeli officers in 
south Lebanon just three 
kilometres north of the 
Israeli border. 

The Shiite Muslim guer- 
rillas issued a statement 
from Beirut saying one of 
their squads set off explo- 
sives at 10:30 a.m. local 
time as a convoy of high- 
ranking Israeli officers 
passed on the road to 
Rmaich-Yaroun, in the 
centre of Israel's self- 
declared security zone. 

“A jeep was destroyed 
and its occupants were 
hit” said the statement 
from Hizbollah, which is 
responsible for most of 
the anti-Israeli attacks in 
south Lebanon. 

An official with Israel’s 
proxy militia, the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA), 
said the explosive target- 
ed a civilian vehicle, but 


that there were no casual- 
ties. 

The SLA also confirmed 
attacks by Hizbollah Sat- 
urday morning on three 
forts the SLA controls on 
the border between the 
occupied zone and the 
rest of Lebanon. The SLA 
said it suffered no casual- 
ties in those raids. 

Israel says it occupies 
the zone in south Lebanon 
to avert cross-border 
attacks on its northern ter- 
ritory. 

Also Saturday, officials 
here said Lebanon filed a 
complaint with the inter- 
national ceasefire moni- 
toring committee in south 
Lebanon over Israeli 
shelling of civilian areas. 

The Israeli military 
“seriously damaged two 
houses” in Jarjou in the 
Iqlim A1 Tuffah heights 
stronghold of the Hizbol- 
lah militia, about 50 km 
south of Beirut, the offi- 
cials said. 


Palestinian president expects no breakthrough in Washington 


By Bias Zananiri 

r: ' PALESTINIAN NATIONAL 

• - .' Authority (PNA) President 

Yasser Arafat knows very well 
that no surprises are waiting for 
him in Washington and tfaere- 
. . fore he does not have that much 
to anticipate out of his forth- 
coming summit meeting with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 
President Arafat will try to press 
■, for a significant scope of Israeli 
vt 6 2. '' |YI *' redeployment in ibe West Bank 

^ .|!|d f and will ask President Clinton 

. ^ for urgent steps to stop Israel’s 
■hjitirt'fl " unilateral measures, mainly 

L , r Jewish settlement construction 

r ' • and expansion in the West 
[ , ■■■ Bank. But the message is 

; already there. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has made 
r ' it clear to the Rilesttinians. as 
■' weU as w U-S. officials, that his 
: . . cabinet coalition is not stable 

*•■ ' . enough to make a derision on 

: ,_•; >*■■ redeployment in the West Bank. 

■ ••• '■ Bui that is not the whole truth. 

. - The fact is dial Mr. Netanyahu 

has made up his mind that his 
. . troops are never to be with- 

drawn or redeployed, regardless 
♦*. •- of whether the Palestinians 

. accept his 1 2-poge list of condi- 


tions or not. Ahmad Tibi, spe- 
cial advisor to President Arafat 
on Israeli affairs, was right in his 
comment, about the Israeli list of 
demands. Dr. Tibi said that 
“even if the PNA adopts the 
Horn [Ukud ascendants] 
anthem and sing Zionisi songs, 
it would not satisfy Netanyahu’s 
greedy conditions and 
demands, which are hut a pre- 
text not to fulfil the Oslo 
accords.” 

In talks he held in Amman last 
week with His Majesty King 
Hussein and in meetings he later 
had in Ramallah and Hebron, 
Resident Arafat reiterated his 
warnings that should his talks in 
Washington fail to bring about a 
breakthrough on the Palestinian 
track, a new wave of violence 
might erupt in the region. 

His close aide. Nabil Shaath, 
minister of international cooper- 
ation. was less cautious in his 
warnings. Speaking to members 
of the foreign Press Association 
(FPA) in Israel last Thursday. 
Mr. Shaath said a “homblc cat- 
astrophe is ahead of us if no 
breakthrough is achieved’ 

Yet, as if the Palestinians 
understood Mr. Netanyahu’s 
dilemma and his political impo- 


tence, Mr. Shaath suggested that 
the PNA might be ready for a 
compromise on the scope of the 
second phase redeployment in 
the West Bank provided they 
are served with U.S. and inter- 
national guarantees that a third 
redeployment will also be 
implemented, involving the rest 
of the territories to become 
under the control of the PNA by 
the end of the interim period 
and on the eve of conducting 
final status talks. 

Mr. Shaath’s message to Mr. 
Netanyahu was cleat The 
Israeli prime minister has 
climbed up a high tree and finds 
it extremely difficult to come 
down, at least no! without the 
help of the Palestinians. Mr. 
Netanyahu pledged to his 
extreme right-wing coalition 
partners lhat he will not otricr a 
redeployment in the West Bank. 

On the other hand, he faces 
threats from the Third Way and 
the ultra-orthodox Shas Party to 
withdraw from his government 
if the peace process is not 
moved forward. Similar threats 
also came from his own defence 
minister. Yitzhak Mordediai, 
who gave Mr. Netanyahu a 
three- month ultimarum to end 


the present impasse or else he 
would resign in the footsteps of 
David Levy, the foreign minis- 
ter who decided to turn his res- 
ignation threats into a bitter real- 
ity for Mr. Netanyahu. 

However, it seems the PNA is 
now giving Mr. Netanyahu the 
ladder thru, could bring him 
down solely. The PNA might be 
ready to accept a limited rede- 
ployment. something within 10 
to 12 per cent of the West Bank 
in the second phase, provided 
the third phase of redeployment 
covers the rest of the 90 percent 
of the West Bank, according to 
Palestinian interpretation of the 
Oslo accords. In those accords, 
Palestinian officials insist, it was 
agreed that Israel would only 
keep under its control military 
installations and Jewish settle- 
ments, whose fate are to be 
resolved in final status negotia- 
tions. 

The total area of those instal- 
lations and settlements, accord- 
ing to Rilestiniun officials, can- 
not be more than 1 0 per cent of 
die West Bank. “We say the area 
that should be handed over to 
the PNA according to the inter- 
im agreements is about 90 per 
cent of the Wist Bank and 


Netanyahu can argue that it is 
85 or 88 per cent but not 40 or 
42 per cent as he is suggesting 
today. The difference in inter- 
pretation. as such, should be 
minor and not so vast," said Mr. 
Shaath. 

Right after the Israeli govern- 
ment adopted the document 
prepared by its secretary. 
Danny Naveh, on alleged 
Palestinian violations of the 
interim accords, the PNA came 
out with its own list of Israeli 
\iolaiions along with explana- 
tions refuting the Israeli 
charges. The Israeli document, 
to be submitted by Mr. 
Netanyahu to President Clinton 
in their Monday summit meet- 
ing in Washington, includes an 
article on the Palestinian 
National Charter winch Israel 
demands it be chang ed. 

The PNA said in its explana- 
tion that the charter had already 
been amended back on April 24 
of last year in the presence of 
U.S. former consul general in 
Jerusalem, Edward Abbington, 
who was one of dozens of for- 
eign delegates attending the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) session in Gaza. 

"The draft wc presented to the 


PNC had been pre-accepted by 
then foreign minister of Israel. 
Shimon Peres, and his deputy. 
Yossi Beilin, was in constant 
contact with us by phone 
throughout the PNC session,” 
revealed Mr. Shaath in his meet- 
ing with the FPA and said that 
die Israeli claims on the charter 
were totally groundless and 
void. 

No one can find, for the 
moment, an effective way to get 
both Palestinians and Israelis 
out of the present vicious circle 
of demands and counter- 
demands, or conditions and 
counter-conditions. A senior 
U.S. official was quoted last 
week as telling the Israeli 
Haaretz daily thai the U.S. 
wants both President Arafat mid 
Mr. Netanyahu to show flexibil- 
ity in their meetings with Presi- 
dent Clinton. "'Every party 
understands the difficulties of 
the other. Pragmatism is needed 
and neither parry should be 
allowed to present conditions 
that the other party- is unable to 
fulfil," (he official said adding 
that the PNA cannot agree with 
Israel’s demand to extradite the 
34 Palestinians whose names 
had been handed over to the 


PNA several months ago. 

When asked if he has a for- 
mula or a mechanism to pull 
both parties out of their dilem- 
ma, Mr. Shaath simply said that 
honouring the signed agree- 
ments is the best and easiest 
way. “We do not need to re- 
negotiate any agreements. Ail 
we need is to honour the exist- 
ing (Mies. Otherwise, we will 
reach new agreements that will 
not be honoured in the future 
and this is a total waste of time,” 
he said 

The PNA said Mr. Shaath, is 
deeply concerned about Israel’s 
security because it believes it is 
tantamount to tire security of the 
Pales tinians . 

“It should be clear that eveiy 
time a suicide bombing attack 
takes place, the Palestinians are 
the main losers. Israel immedi- 
ately punishes the whole popu- 
lation and doses down all pas- 
sages between the PNA areas. 
One should look for the motive 
when it comes to analysing why 
a suicide attack is earned out 
and then he would find out that 
the Palestinians are the most 
affected by this act” He added 
that the PNA is doing its best to 
maintain security regardless of 


what happens on other tracks. 

He refuted Israeli allegations 
of lack of security cooperation 
on the part of the PNA and said 
that the problem is not in securi- 
ty cooperation “because we 
have done all our best but it was 
Netanyahu who refused to sign 
the agreement that was initialled 
between Palestinian and Israeli 
officers with the presence of 
UJS. officials.” 

As he spoke, one journalist 
asked if it was a mere coinri- 
dence that the Palestinian secu- 
rity forces had discovered a 
Hamas arms cache in Nablus 
last week just a few days before 
President Arafat’s trip to Wash- 
ington. Mr. Shaath said that 
Israeli security is parallel to 
Palestinian security and there- 
fore “the PNA is doing its best 
io maintain security for both 
sides.’’ A Palestinian official 
later told the Jordan Times that 
“if we do not take action they 
say we fail to fight terror and 
when we cany out a successful 
operation, they say it is because 
of this summit or that meeting. 
Frankly, I do not know what 
would satisfy the world.” 
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Iranian, French FMs discuss Algeria massacres 


TEHRAN (AFP)— The for- 
eign ministers of Iran and 
France have voiced concern 
at the massacres in Algeria, 
and pledged to coordinate 
Muslim and European 
efforts to end the bloodshed. 
Iranian radio reported Satur- 
day. 

In a telephone conversa- 
tion Friday, Kama! Kharazi 
and Hubert Vedrine stressed 
the need for the 55-member 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) and the 


15-member European Union 
(EU) to work together on 
Algeria, the radio said. 

“The Algerian government 
should not consider the will- 
ingness of other countries to 
put an end to the massacres 
as interference in its internal 
affairs,” said Mr. KJharazi. 

Tehran has been under 
great domestic pressure to 
use its position as OIC pres- 
ident to work for an end to 
the massacres of civilians in 
Algeria, which have claimed 


more than 1,500 lives since 
Dec. 30. according to Alger- 
ian press reports. 

But tentative diplomatic 
initiatives have met with a 
stem rejection from Algiers 
which zealously defends its 
sovereignty and freedom 
from interference in its inter- 
nal affairs. 

Algiers broke off diplo- 
matic relations with Tehran 
in 1993. accusing it of back- 
ing unrest by Islamist oppo- 
sition groups following the 


cancellation the previous 
year of parliamentary elec- 
tions which they were poised 
to win. 

Iranian supreme leader 
Ayatollah AJi Khamenei 
condemned on Friday 
international indifference to 
the massacres and urged the 
Algerian government to pro- 
tect its citizens. 

“We do not want to be 
assertive but there is no 
doubt that the Algerian gov- 
ernment is responsible for 


the safety of its citizens." he 
told prayers at Tehran Uni- 
versity. 

“The astonishing thing is 
the coldness and silence of 
international organisations 
in the face of this unprece- 
dented tragedy," he said. 

In his talks with Mr. 
Vedrine, Mr. Kharazi also 
praised France’s “positive" 
approach to Middle East pol- 
icy, and said Tehran was 
willing to cooperate with 
Paris in the region. 


Tunisian arrives in Algiers 
with message for Zeroual 


Mubarak tells Zeroual he rejects 
foreign interference in Algeria 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak on 
Friday told his Algerian counterpart Liaraine Zeroual by 
telephone that he rejects any foreign interference in the 
Algerian crisis, the official Egyptian news agency MENA 
reported.- 

During the conversation, Mr. Mubarak told the Algerian 
president that Egypt rejects “all foreign attempts to interfere 
in Algeria's internal affairs,” the agency said. 

He also “renewed Cairo’s support for Algeria in its strug- 
gle against terrorism... which requires international solidarity 
to crush ” 

In recent weeks. Algeria has seen a wave of massacres 
which have left as many as 1 ,000 people dead. 

Algeria plunged into violence in January 1992 after the 
military intervened to cancel the second round of elections 
the Islamic Salvation Front was set to win. Since then, an 
estimated 80.000 people have died in political violence. 


Palestinian official 
asks U.S. to put 
pressure on Israel 


ALGIERS (AFP) — : 
Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Said Ben Mostepha arrived in : 
strife-tom Algeria on Satur- 
day. bearing a message from 
President Zine A1 Abidine 
Ben Ali. state radio said. 

There was no word on the 
contents of the message for 
President Liamine ZerouaL, 
nor did the radio say how 
long the foreign minister from 
Algeria’s Mediterranean 
neighbour to the east would 
be staying. 

But Tunis — like many 
other Arab capitals — backs 
Algeria’s policy in battling 
armed Islamist groups, six 
years after the military foiled 
an election victory by funda- 
mentalists. 

Togo’s Foreign Minister 
Koffi Panou is due in Algiers 
on Sunday, also bearing a 
message from President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema. 

Meanwhile, Tripoli on Sat- 
urday released what h called 
an appeal from Mr. Zeroual to 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi calling for North 
African solidarity, after a 
Spanish press report that 
NATO is quietly drafting 
plans for a peacekeeping 
force in the region. 

In the message, carried Sat- 
urday by Libya's official 
JANA news agency, Mr. Zer- 
oual said he was “concerned'’ 
by the reported NATO move, 
saying “it would threaten our 
common interests." 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran and 
Iraq said Saturday that they 
wanted to normalise relations 
and settle their disputes, the 
official 1RNA news agency 
said. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammed Said A! Sahhaf 
said in talks here with Iranian 
counterpart Kama! Kharazi 
that Iraq “is looking to the 
future and wants better rela- 
tions with Iran." according to 
IRNA. 

He expressed the hope that 
“all the problems" the two 
counirics have will be 
"resolved in negotiations." 

"Close cooperation between 
Iran and Iraq, two large and 
important countries in the 
region, guarantees the recipro- 
cal interests of the two peoples 
and contributes to peace and 


ft would be necessary, the 
former general added, for 
North African states ‘To rein- 
force our solidarity to con- 
front challenges.” according 
to the JANA report 
“Algeria is ready to do all it 
can for a joint Maghrebian 
action that represents a strate- 
gic option." he was quoted as 
telling Col. Qadhafi. 

Madrid's El Mundo news- 
paper reported Dec. 4 that a 
new NATO sub-regional 
headquarters in Spain would 
be responsible for planning 
the deployment of 50.000 
troops in North Africa for 
peacekeeping operations. 

That assignment emanates 


stability in the region." Mr. 
Sahhaf said. 

Mr. Kharazi said, “the reso- 
lution of the two countries' 
problems can have a positive 
impact on the entire region." 

During initial talks at the 
foreign ministry, "die issues of 
prisoners of war. war repara- 
tions and Iraqi planes domi- 
nated the discussions." offi- 
cials said. 

Iraq says it released ali Iran- 
ian prisoners at the end of their 
1980-S8 war. but Iran says 
several thousand arc still in 
Iraqi prisons. 

Iraq is also calling for Iran to 
return its planes which were 
flown here just before the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Iraq says 14S of its planes, of 
which 33 are civilian aircraft, 
are on Iranian soil, but Tehran 


from a “confidential strategic 
document” that has been 
appawed by military com- 
manders of the 16-naiion 
North Atlantic Treat)' Organi- 
sation (NATO), the daily said. 

Col. Qadhafi. who blames 
the bloodshed in Algeria on 
Islamists working for the 
West to blacken Islam's 
image, has already con- 
demned the reported NATO 
plans. 

Though no-one is formally 
proposing an international 
armed force for Algeria. Mr. 
Zeroual s regime has rejected 
Western demands to investi- 
gate the killings, saying the 
strife is a domestic affair. 


says the total number is 22. 

Soldiers missing in action 
and prisoners of war still in 
Iraq are also important obsta- 
cles to the full implementation 
of U.N. Security Council Res- 
olution 598. 

The 1988 resolution ended 
the eight-year Iran- Iraq war. 
Mr. Sahhaf arrived in Tehran 
Friday night for a ihrcc-day 
visit and is expected to meet 
Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami during his stay. 

The Iranian foreign minister 
said Thursday that Iraq was 
seeking Iranian support for the 
lifting of the U.N. embargo 
imposed on Baghdad after it 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Iran says that delivery of the 
Iraqi planes must wait for the 
lifting of the embargo. 


CAIRO (AP) — A high- 
ranking Palestinian official 
called on the United States 
Friday to use next week’s 
talks in Washington to force 
Israel to implement the 
Israel i-Palestinian peace 

accords. 

Speaking to reporters at 
Cairo Airport. Farouk Kad- 
dourni, the virtual “foreign 
minister" of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO). 
said U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton talks on Jan. 20-22 will be 
a “last chance” for peace. 

Mr. Clinton is scheduled to 
hold separate meetings with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. 

Mr. Kaddoumi. who is 
based in Tunis, arrived in 
Egypt for talks with Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa on the 


BAGHDAD (AP) — About 
45 disabled people took part in 
a government-organised 
demonstration outside the 
U.N. Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) offices here 
late Friday, calling for the lift- 
ing of U.N. sanctions. 

The picket look place on the 
eve of the seventh anniversary 
of the outbreak of the 1991 
Gulf war in which LI.S.-lcd 
forces drove an Iraqi army out 
of Kuwait. 

The disabled, many of 
whom in wheelchairs, were 
supported in the bitterly cold 
weather by about 100 people. 
They carried placards support- 
ing President Saddam Hussein 
and planned to hand in a 
prolest note calling for an end 
to the sanctions imposed after 
Iraq’s 1 990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“We are here to commemo- 
rate the American and allied 
aggression on Iraq and wc are 
asking the world to be fair to 
Iraq's demands for the lifting 
of sanctions.” an official of the 
state-run General Federation 
of Iraqi Youth. Hassan Nafal. 
said. 


peace process. 

Mr. Kaddoumi is opposed 
to the 1993 and 1995 Israeli- 
Paiestinian peace agreements, 
but continues to wield consid- 
erable influence in the PLO 
as head of its political depart- 
ment 

"The United States should 
put pressure on Israel to force 
it abide by the agreements it 
signed in the framework of 
the Mideast peace process, “ 
Mr. Kaddoumi said. 

The Palestinians have 
accused Israel of failing to 
respect the agreements to 
withdraw its military from the 
West Bank and to cease 
building Jewish settlements 
in the territory. 

Israeli-Palestinian talks 
have been stalled since March 
when Israel began building a 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
east Jerusalem. 


“Many children and elderly 
people are dying because of 
the unjust embargo. So Amer- 
ica should review its policy on 
Iraq,” Mr. Nafal added. 

Demonstrators are sched- 
uled to march from Baghdad's 
Central Liberation Square to 
the UNDP offices early Satur- 
day to mark the outbreak of 
the 1991 war. 

At 8:00 a.m. local time air 
raid sirens will wail across the 
city, marking the time of the 
first air strikes in the war. And 
at l IDO am. local time Presi- 
dent Saddam is due to address 
the nation on television. 

The sanctions — which ban 
the sale of Iraq’s principal 
export, oil — have devastated 
the Iraqi economy and caused 
widespread malnutrition. U.N. 
officials have reported. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has said it will not lift the sanc- 
tions until Baghdad has elimi- 
nated its weapons of mass 
destruction. Iraq claims to 
have done so. but U.N. arms 
inspectors have repeatedly 
accused Baghdad of conceal- 
ing evidence about its 
weapons programmes. 


Iran, Iraq seek to normalise ties 


Iraqi disabled hold 
government-run picket 
against U.N. sanctions 



ERBAKAN BANNED: Former Turkish Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan raises 
his fist as he speaks to reporters at a news conference Saturday in Ankara. 
Turkey's constitutional court Friday outlawed the Islam-based Welfare Party and 
banned Mr. Erbakan from political leadership for five years (Reuters photo) 


Kurdish leader threatens to step 


up war if Turkey rejects accord 


BEIRUT (AP) — A Kurdish 
leader waging a guerrilla war 
against Turkey has threatened 
to step up his campaign if 
Ankara makes no move toward 
a political settlement. 

Abdullah Ocalan. leader of 
the Kurdish Labour Part)' 
(PKK). said the war between 
autonomy-seeking Kurds and 
Turkey can be stopped this year 
if Ankara agrees to talk to (he 
rebels. 

“If Turkey fails to get closer 
to a political solution, we will 
wage the war more fiercely 
than the past year. We will lake 
serious military steps." Mr. 
Ocalan said in an interview 
published Saturday with the 
London-based Arabic newspa- 
per Ai Hayat. 

Mr. Ocalan. whose 15.000- 


strong PKK is fighting for 
independence in southeastern 
Turkey, did not elaborate. 

“If a dialogue takes places, 
the war may stop in 1998. If 
they [Turks] accept a dialogue, 
we will, on our part, stop the 
war. All European states warn 
the war to stop," he said. 

Turkey lias ignored such calls 
in the past, saving negotiating 
with a group it regards as ter- 
rorist was out of the question. 

The 13-year war between 
separatist Kurdish rebels and 
Turkish forces has killed at 
least 27,000 people. Since 
1991. some 2 million Kurds 
from 2.500 villages have been 
forced to relocate. 

Kurds, a major ethnic group 
living in regions straddling 
Turkey. Iran, Iraq and Syria, are 


estimated to number about 20 
million. 

Al Hayat did not say where 
the interview was conducted. It 
said a correspondent inter- 
viewed Mr. Ocalan. who is 
believed to be based in Syrian- 
controlled eastern Lebanon or 
in neighbouring Syria, in a 
regional stale. 

However, Mr. Ocalan denied 
in the interview that the PKK 
has bases in Syria, Iran or east- 
ern Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley. 

‘These [reports on bases] are 
Turkish allegations. We do not 
need them [bases].... We are 
present in Kurdistan.” he said. 

Last month. Mr. Ocalan 
appealed to European Union 
countries to mediate peace 
talks with Turkey, saying he 
was ready for a ceasefire. 


Turkish human rights activist faces arrest 


ANKARA (AFP) — A Turk- 
ish court has issued a fresh 
arrest warrant for a blind 
human rights activist who 
was already briefly jailed 
before being released laic last 
year, press reports here said 
Saturday. 

Esher Yagmurdereli. a 52- 
year-old lawyer, is facing a 
23-year prison term alter los- 
ing an appeal against a con- 
viction for “pro-Kurd sepa- 
ratist propaganda" in May. 

Although only given a 10- 
momh sentence, the lawyer is 
liable lo serve 23 years 
because of previous convic- 


tions. 

Jailed in 1978 lor “armed 
subversive activity." he was 
released in 1991 under a new 
law that allowed him free- 
dom on condition that if he 
offended again, he would 
have to serve the remainder 
of his 36-year sentence. 

Yagmurdereli was arrested 
and imprisoned in mid-Octo- 
ber. but an Ankara court on 
Nov. 9 ruled to postpone his 
sentence for one year due to 
his ailing health and released 
him. 

But another court in the 
town of Cankiri in northern 


Turkey on Friday ordered his 
arrest again for an unspeci- 
fied reason, the press reports 
said. 

rf police find Yagmurdere- 
li. who lives in Istanbul, he 
will be placed in the Cankiri 
prison, where he was jailed 
last year, to serve the remain- 
der of his sentence, the 
reports said. 

His imprisonment had 
caused outrage in several 
Western countries and 
prompted left-wing Turkish 
political parties to question 
the country’s legal system. 


! IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 773111-19 

j PROGRAMME TWO 
j 14:00 Holy Koran 


14:10 Cartoon 

14:30 French Programme* 

1 16:15 Prayers 

I 16:30 Believe and Behave 

17:00 Energy Express 

17:30 Tarzan 

18:30 News Headlines 

18i35 America's Funniest Home 
j Videos 

1 19:00 News in French 

I 19:15 Ramadan Talks 

1 20:01 Dadd's Army 

! 2lh30 Killing fora Living 

j 21 :00 Renegade II 

; 22:00 News in English 

>22 JO .North and South 

! 23:15 ....The Jewel in the Crown 
j 23:59 ..Islam in a changing world 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:11 




U:46. 


14*36 


17-00 


18:21 



! CHURCHES 

« St Mary of Nazareth Church 
I Sweifieh, Tel. SI 0740 
' Assem blies of God Church Tel. 

! 632785. 
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St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 66175“. 
Terra Saida Chinch Tel. 6223*6 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
.Amman International Church 
Tel.865897 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 6SS404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarenc Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Mctenmlofiy 
Relative cok! weather conditions 
will prevail, skies partly cloud}, 
winds northwesterly moderate, 
with a chance of scattered showers. 


On Monday, skies will be sunny to 
partly cloudy. In Aqaba, skies will 
be partly cloudy with a chance of 
scattered showers, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 
MinJMax. temp. 

Amman .06/13 

Aqaba. ..10/22 

Deserts 03/15 

Jordan Valley 10/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 14. Aqaba 23 Humidity 
readings: Amman 44 per cent 

Aqaba 23 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. NidaJAIDahleh 827195 

Dr. Sa'id Tawfiq ,788285 

Dr. Yousef Naser 751144 

Finis pharmacy 661912 

Endows pharmacy' 778336 

A I Ascina pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

.Al Salain pharmacy -636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

iRBID: 


Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir 276802 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. RatibAtallah 994424 

Khaliteh pharmacy 9854 1 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre... 63711 1 

Gvil Defence Department 66II1I 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints -...605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

&waageCrmpiainE --897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

-.787111 

Telephone Information (directory 


assistance) - 

Overseas Calls 



Central Amman Telephone 


. ..6^^101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs. 

661101 

Jordan Television ... 
Radio Jordan 

- 7731 II 

774111 


Water Authority .680100 

J. Electricity Authority .....815615 

Electric Power Co .636381 

RJ Flight Information ..44-53200 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636 1 40 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali -..664HM/6 

Italian. ANMuhajrcen ....777101/3 

Ai-Bashir. „ 77511 1/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital {09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

- (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 


Ibn Al 

Nal'ces 

Hospilal 

AQABA: 


.(02)247 KXJ 

Princess 

Haya 

Hospital 


(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied hv 
Royal JonJaniiui (RJ) informtnkirt 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. (-14 1 
53200-5. when- it should idways Iv 
verified. Infonnntitvi cm other flights 
can be supplied on phone (441 
1 52700 ) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


08:05 Lamaca(RJ) 

08:25 Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah tRJj 

09:15 — Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

17:00 ..Brussels. Geneva t RJ ) 

17:45 London (RJ) 

19:30 New York, Amsterdam ( RJ) 

19:40 Romc(RJ) 

21:00 Madrid, Athens (RJ) 

21:50 Frankfurt (RJ) 

22:50 Vienna. Aqaba I RJ) 


02:15 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:25 Romc(AZ) 

10:00 Sanaa (IY) 

11:00 Riyadh (add) (SV) 

12:25 * — Bahrain (GF) 

13:00 Moscow (SU) 

15:00 DohaiQR) 

17:45 Jeddah (SV) 

20:00 Tel Aviv (LY i 

20:40 Cairo (MS) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

Aqaba l RW» 

09:05 Amman (QAlA)iRW) 

09:50 .Amman ( Marka Aiiport) i RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

i8:3 0 Amman (QAlAj(RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman(MarkaAirport)(RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


00:20 — —BciniURJ) 

10:30 -Athens. Frankfurt ( RJ ) 

10»0 Aqaba, Vienna (RJ i 

H : 15 Rome (RJ) 

II JO .Tunis, Casablanca iRJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

12:15 London tRj) 


20:15 New Delhi (RJ) 

20:50 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22:45 Cairo (RJ) 

23:00 JakarofRJ) 

23:30 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:59 Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

00:30 .Sanaa (RD 

03:50 .Zurich (RJ) 


Other Flights 

03:00 

-.Athens (OA) 

04:20 


06:40 

-..Beirut, London (BA) 

07:50. 


11:00 

Sanaa (TV) 

13:15 


14:50 . 


16:00 


19:15 

Jeddah (SV) 

21:20 

-Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 

. .Cairo (MS) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

08:15 . 

Aqaba (RW") 

09 JO 

— Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

16:45 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

17:55 . 

.Tel Aviv (RW) 

20:30 . 

... Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:50 

Aqaba (RW) 
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Lower House speaker ‘surprised’ 
by statement critical of deputy 
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By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Sjk'cidJ ic the Junkm Tunes 

AMMAN — ■ Lower House 
Speaker Sad Havel Srour on 
Saiunday said he was '■sur- 
prised'’ by a recent govern- 
ment statement critical of a 
deputy and stared that law- 
makers liave the tight it> 
express themselves freely 
under the dome of Parliament. 

Meanwliile. deputy Alunud 
Oweidi Abbadi said he was 
planning to sue the govern- 
ment for JD5 million in com- 
pensation for damages caused 
by Wednesday's harsh state- 
ment. 

The government respond- 
ing to Dr. Abbadi's allegations 
of official corruption, nepo- 
tism and favouritism, had 
attacked him without naming 
him and said the deputy 
threatened "national unity." 

“The [House's! general dis- 
cussion is an opportunity for 
all those wishing to speak to 
express themselves under Par- 
liament's dome," said Mr. 
Stour. 'I was surprised by the 
government’.* statement 
because the podium is acces- 
sible to both the government 
and House deputies.” he said 
before deputies resumed dis- 
cussions of the 199S dntfi 
budget. 

Mr. Srour. who returned to 


Parliament yesterday after 
leading Jordan's delegation to 
an Arab parliamentary mcet- 
i'L- in Luxor, .said the House 
w as committed u* official reg- 
ulations and would not toler- 
ate any ofience to Jordanians 
and their institutions. 

"Any member of Parlia- 
ment is free to express himself 
openly as lung as he adheres 
to intemaJ regulations." he 
added 

The government denounced 
the deputy fix "deviating 
from the subject while dis- 
cussing | the budget], not 
telling the truth and using per- 
sonal and offensive language 
when referring to public offi- 
cials." 

Dr. Abbadi, who cast a vote 
of confidence for the Cabinet 
of Abdul Salam MujaJr on 
Dec. 1 5. iaslk.il out at the gov- 
ernment and many of its min- 
isters and accused present and 
past governments of putting 
the wrong man in the wrung 
place. 

In a lengthy and often heat- 
ed speech dial was broadcast 
live on Jordan Television, Dr. 
Abbadi called on the govern- 
ment to stop grunting citizen- 
ship to "tlte bedouins and citi- 
zens of neighbouring Arab 
countries" — an implicit ref- 
erence to Palestinians who 
form a large percentage of the 


Kingdom's 4 5 million popu- 
lation. 

Meanwhile. 360 members 
of die Abbadi tribe signed a 
petition condemning Dr. 
Abbadi's speech, saying that 
it contained "lies and false- 
hoods designed to serve per- 
sonal interests.” 

In an advertisement placed 
in a local paper, the tribesmen 
said: "We, die sons of die 
Abbad tribe in Jordan, who 
believe in the country's 
national unity.. .denounce the 
.statements made by Dr. Abba- 
di." 

Dr. Abbadi’s speech and the 
government’s statement have 
generated a barrage of criti- 
cism from many deputies. 

On the street- many ordi- 
nary Jordanians said they 
wren.* shocked by parts of the 
speech that questioned citi- 
zenship rights. Newspaper 
columnists were equally 
divided. 

"I was dismayed to hear 
leenain deputies | slandering 
and harming the country’s 
national unity in a manner thai 
is contradictory to our consti- 
tution, regulations and Arab 
and Islamic ethics," deputy 
Nawaf Khawaldeh told the 
House on Saturday. “We had 
also hoped that our discus- 
sions would only lake place in 
Parliament and not outside it. 


in the form of statements." 

During Saturday's session, 
Islamist deputy Mohammad 
Ra'fat. who enraged the 
House by a recent visit to 
Israel, was finally able to 
deliver his speech. 

In his previous attempt dur- 
ing Wednesday's session, 
more than ten deputies with- 
drew from the session when 
Mr. Ra'fat took to the podium 
to read his speech, breaking 
the House's quorum. On Sat- 
urday, more than 12 deputies 
left the hall before he spoke, 
but the quorum was not 
affected as the overall deputy 
turnout was higher than that 
of the last session. 

The deputies whu left the 
hall said they wanted to 
protest against Mr. Ra'fat and 
fellow deputy Hamadeh 
Fara'neh for visiting .Arab east 
Jerusalem on Dec. 18 and 
meeting with Israeli Knesset 
Speaker Dan Tichcn and 
other officials. 

The House is expected to 
vote on the budget on Mon- 
day after the government 
replies to issues raised in 
deputies’ speeches. Many 
lawmakers questioned the 
government on soaring pover- 
ty and unemployment and on 
Jordan's IMF-agreed eco- 
nomic reforms launched in 
1989. 


Jordan, UNDP to publish first 
national human development report 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — As pan of 
its commitment to promote 
sustainahle human develop- 
ment and improve living stan- 
dards. the government of Jor- 
dan has approved plans to 
publish a National Human 
Development Report in coop- 
eration with the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme ( LHSlDPi. according 
to a UNDP press release. ’ 

The project agreement was 
officially signed- Saturday by 
Ministry' of Planning Secre- 
tary General Nabil Ammari 
and UNDP Resident Repre- 
sentative Jorcen Lissner. Tlte 
total production cost of three 
successive reports for tlte 
years 1998 to 2000, estimated 
at S225.000. will be jointly 
financed bv the UNDP and the 



British Department for 
International Development. 
Tlie first report is expected to 
be published in the fall of 
199S. the statement said. 

Since 1990. the UNDP's 
global Human Development 
Report has closely examined 
whether economic growth 
managed to translate into tan- 
gible improvements in peo- 
51 pie's quality of life. Every 
year, it ranks 174 countries 
around the world according to 
the Human Development 
Index (HDl), which is based 
on three socio-economic indi- 
cators — life expectancy, liter- 
acy and per capita gross 
domestic product. Lust year. 
Jordan ranked 84. placing it in 
the "medium human develop- 
ment" category, the announce- 


ment continued. 

Like the global Human 
Development Report, Jordan’s 
National Human Develop- 
ment Repon will place 
emphasis on people-centred 
development, highlighting a 
range of socio-economic fac- 
tors that affect, both positively 
and negatively, Jordan’s HDI 
ranking in the global report 
The national report is expected 
to convey a more elaborate 
picture of human development 
in Jordan, using the latest sta- 
tistics and in-depth analysis, 
according to the press release. 

One of the outstanding fea- 
tures of the first edition of Jor- 
dan’s National Human Devel- 
opment Report will be its spe- 
cial focus on youth. This 
theme was selected because 


adolescents and young adults 
comprise a large segment of 
Jordanian society, with nearly 
40 per cent of the population 
falling in the 15-35 age group. 
In addition, the role and prob- 
lems of youth in society have 
not received enough attention 
compared to other issues such 
as unemployment, poverty, 
environmental conservation or 
the advancement of women. 

.More than sixty countries 
around the world have 
embarked on projects to pro- 
duce a National Human 
Development Report In the 
Arab region, Lebanon. Egypt, 
Palestine, Iraq and Tunisia 
have already published similar 
national reports, the statement 
concluded. 
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FILM 

Musical film 
"Gipsy Passion" (danc- 
ing performance by 
Joaquin Conest at 
Institute Cervantes. 
Jabal Amman at 7:30 
p.m. 

FRENCH COMEDY 
CINEMA 

* French comedy film 
lentitlcd "La vengeance 
d’une - blonde" at 
Philadelphia Cinema at 
8:30 p.m. (sponsored 


A.' 

* ;• sw ^ . 

Centre). 

-N\ 
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EXHIBITIONS 

V..T 

115:?" 

Display of Noor Al- 

^ • . 


Hu&sein Foundation 



(NAF) products at the 

1 , 

t»y»n r ‘" ;•* 

NAF Jordan Design 

“ '■ ' 


and Trade Centre, off 

Ai-i' 

1)5:1" 1 ’ 

Wadi Saqra Street (Tel. 

. : h. 

114:2" 

699141/2), until Jan. 31 


Ore-*' 1 

(8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.) 



* Installation by Jor- 


U" :5" 

danian artist Ali Jabri 

rtv. 

li:-"* 

(until Jan. 27). Also 

RW 

]/:!- 

displaying contempo- 

VY> 

. i,«|| ' ‘ 

rary Arab artist exhibi- 


14:'" 

tion (until Jan. 27) at 

ri« 

to:'* 1 

Darat Al Funun. Jabal 


«*); (5 !-'* 

Al Weibdeh (Tel. 



643251). 



* Works by about a 


■•1 ;41» 

hundred artists from 


Iraq, Syria, Sudan. 
Lebanon and Jordan at 
Hammurabi Art 

Gallery, Gardens 
Street, until Feb. 20 
(Tel. 5536098 J. 


Opposition denounces trial of 
French philosopher Garaudy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's 12 
opposition political parties Sat- 
urday issued a statement criti- 
cising the trial of French 
philosopher Roger Garaudy for 
publishing a book refitting 
claims that gas chambers killed 
millions of Jews in Nazi Ger- 
many. 

The statement described the 
trial of Mr. Garaudy as a theatri- 
cal farce, adding that "die trial is 
exposing Zionism's influence 
on the Western media and soci- 
ety and its continued drive to 
steer Lite world in a manner that 
would serve the Jews and sup- 
port their state of Israel in Pales- 
tine." 

"The Zionists liave fabricated 
the falsehoods about the exter- 
mination of the Jews in Ger- 
many to mislead the world and 
blackmail Western govern- 
ments and society into support- 


ing the Zionists’ plots against 
mankind and the Palestinian 
people." according to the state- 
ment. 

It said Mr. Garaudy is stand- 
ing trial "because he has tried to 
expose ihe plots of the Zionists, 
who have accused him of anli- 
semitic tendencies. This is a 
charge used by the Jews against 
all their adversaries and anyone 
who dares to stand against their 
crimes and their plots." 

Mr. Garaudy. 84. a convert to 
Islam, went on trial last week in 
France for questioning crimes 
against humanity in his book 
"Les Mythes Fondaieurs de la 
Politique Israel ienne” (Found- 
ing Myths of Israeli Politics), 
which denies the existence of 
Nazi gas chambers for the exter- 
mination of the Jew's. If convict- 
ed, Mr. Garaudy could face a 
one -year jail term and a 300,000 


French franc ($50,000) fine. 

In their statement Saturday, 
the opposition parties: 

1. Condemned the trial of Mr. 
Garaudy on false charges. 

2. Demanded that the Arab 
lawyers federation despatch a 
group of attorneys to defend Mr. 
Garaudy. 

3. Urged Arab thinkers and 
writers to give the writer sup- 
port. 

4. Appealed to wealthy Arabs 
and Muslims to provide suffi- 
cient funds for the defence of 
the French philosopher. 

5. Demanded that Arab and 
Islamic media expose Zion- 
ism's plots and crimes, as well 
as propagate Mr. Garaudy s 
writings. 

6. Called on the Jordanian 
masses to sign a petition 
demanding the cancellation of 
Mr. Garaudy "s trial. 


Recent workshop employs new 
election forecasting techniques 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Spiviaf io die Jordan Vines 

AMMAN — For the past two 
weeks, researchers at A I Urdun 
A I Jadid Research Centre have 
been analysing the results ol the 
1997 parliamentary elections in 
order to employ new concepts 
or techniques on how io fore- 
cast election results. 

■The use of informal network 
analysis procedures to study the 
personal communication that 
occurs within tribal and family 
communities is very’ useful, 
said James Danowski. an asso- 
ciate professor in the depart- 
ment of comm unication at the 
University' of Illinois at Chica- 
go. 

Dr. Danowski explained that 


in today’s world of fust-moving 
technological research, a body 
of procedures has evolved to 
examine the linkages between 
people, particularly their politi- 
cal inclinations. 

According to Dr. Danowski, 
these techniques accumulate 
results dutl can be quantified 
into statistics to represent the 
pattern of such communication 
activities. This is particularly 
important in political cam- 
paigns. polling, and in elections. 

As for the political participa- 
tion of women in .American 
elections and the Jordanian 
elections, the communication 
expert said it was only at the 
turn of the century that women 
were even allowed to vote in 
America, and the system is def- 


initely "anti-quota” in the Unit- 
ed States. 

In Jordan, however, since 
there, are already quotas for 
minority Christians and Circas- 
sians, "one could imagine an 
effective quota for women 
here." he said. 

Dr. Danowski said women 
should focus on determining the 
attributes that arc perceived as 
important by potential voters. 

“If the goal is to elect more 
women, then organisations 
pushing for this can develop 
strategies to emphasise the pos- 
itive features that people are 
looking for in women candi- 
dates," said Dr. Danowski, 
adding that negative features 
should be addressed directly 
and not covered up. 


U.S. allocates $225 million for 
Jordan in 1999 fiscal budget 


WASHINGTON ( Petra t — 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright on Sat- 
urday informed Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh of 1 
the American administra- 
tion's decision to allocate 
S225 million for Jordan in 
the 1999 U.S. fiscal budget. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the 
assistance reflects the U.S. 
administration’s apprecia- 
tion of Jordan's policies and 
its economic achievements 


as attested by international 
organisations. 

The minister, who has 
been holding talks with 
American officials in Wash- 
ington. said senior U.S. 
officials informed him of 
Washington's satisfaction 
with reports from the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) on 
the Kingdom's economic 
situation. 

The U.S. administration 


highly appreciates the latest 
legislative amendments 
under the context of the 
economic reform pro- 
gramme. according to Dr. 
Tarawneh. 

In replv to a question on 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton's upcoming, meetings 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. Dr. Tarawneh 
voiced his optimism and 


described them as an indi- 
cation of the American will- 
ingness to play a pivotal 
and effective role at the 
presidential and ministerial 
levels in the peace process. 

Dr. Tarawneh voiced hope 
that the Palestinians and 
Israelis would implement 
the Hebron protocol, which 
stipulates the redeployment 
of Israeli forces in the West 
Bank by niid-!99S. 


Five die in road accident near Ma’an 


MA'AN (Petra) — Five 
people, including four 
members' of the same fam- 
ily. died in a road accident 
Saturday near the southern 
town of Ma'an. 

The five were travelling 
to Aqaba in a small car 
when their vehicle was hit 
some 25 kilometres south 
of Ma'an by a bus travel- 
ling in the opposite direc- 
tion. 

The bus. which was car- 
rying 42 Egyptians on their 


way to perform lesser pil- 
grimage (umra) in Mecca, 
w ent off course and hit the 
oncoming car. instantly 
killing the five people. 

The victims include the 
car’s driver. Mohammad 
Ensour. 27. Fendi Obeidat. 
53, a bank manager in 
Aqaba, his wife Hana, 34. 
and their children Rawun 
and Mohammad. 

Another child. Rami 
Obeidat. the sole survivor 
of the accident, sustained 


injuries and was taken to 
Ma'an government hospi- 
tal for treatment. He was 
later referred to King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre in 
Amman. 

On Friday night, a bus hit 
a private car in the Amman 
area, resulting in the injury 
of 20 people. 

The injured were taken 
by Civil Defence Depart- 
ment tCDD) vehicles and 
private cars to two hospi- 
tals for Treatment. 


A CDD official said rhe 
injured from the two vehi- 
cles suffered fractured 
bones, bruises and wounds. 
He added that the injured 
are being treated at AI 
Bashir Hospital and the 
Military Hospital in the 
Murka district. 

The CDD on Saturday 
announced that in the past 
week it dealt with 1.104 
accidents, which resulted 
in 191 injuries and 19 
deaths. 


International 
humanitarian 
law office 
concludes 
work here 


By Hind -Lain Mango 

Special in ihe Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — An advisory 
office on international human- 
itarian law iIHL) has conclud- 
ed two years of work in 
Amman with local and 
international bodies in 
Lebanon. Yemen, Egypt and 
Jordan to promote and dis- 
seminate provisions of IHL in 
national legislation. 

According to Ameur Zem- 
mali. legal advisor for IHL 
advisory services in Amman 
and the An* region, many 
Arab states who arc party to 
the Geneva Convention on 
human rights have little in 
their national legislation per- 
taining to IHL. 

"After studying national 
legislation in Jordan I found 
little to nothing about IHL." 
noted Dr. ZemmaJi. There- 
fore, he said, the advisory' 
office in Amman prepared 
draft plans for amendments to 
national legislation to enhance 
IHL. 

Five advisory offices in the 
world were initiated as a result 
of armed conflicts in the early 
1990s, At that time, govern- 
ments felt a need for promot- 
ing and enhancing the imple- 
mentation of IHL and thus in 
1995, an international confer- 
ence of the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and Red Crescent 
organisations adopted a reso- 
lution to establish IHL adviso- 
ry offices for governments in 
need. 

There were four priority 
areas which the advisory 
office, based at the Amman 
ICRC, focused on in promot- 
ing IHL in the four Arab 
states. First was ihe develop- 
ment of legislation relating to 
the use and protection of the 
ICRC and Red Crescent Soci- 
ety t RCS ) emblems. 

War crimes and their inte- 
gration into national penal leg- 
islation was another priority 
area, us was the leaching of 
IHL at the secondary' and uni- 
versity levels. A draft plan was 
also sent to the Jordanian gov- 
ernment for the establishment 
of a national committee for the 
implementation of IHL. 

"This committee should act 
as a consultative body to aid 
national authorities in imple- 
menting IHL," said Dr. Zem- 
mali. adding that the commit- 
tee should include members of 
several ministries, the Institute 
of Diplomacy, the RCS. and 
the Armed Forces. 

Since Jordan, Yemen, Egypt 
and Lebanon are party to 
international Instruments of 
IHL, "they are bound...to take 
national measures to apply the 
law's of IHL ” Dr. Zerrimali 
stated, adding that the creation 
of a national committee for 
IHL was therefore essential. 


Government approves commission 
increase for gas distributors 


By Tareq Avyoub 

Special In llic Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has approved an 
increase in the commission 
that petrol stations and gas 
cylinder distributors receive 
from the Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery (JPR), a govern- 
ment official said Saturday. 

The official, who asked 
not to be named, said the 
increase in the commission 
was approved by a Cabinet 
committee in charge of 
development affairs. ~ 

He declined to reveal the 
details of the* new commis- 
sion. saying that it will be 
announced by the end of this 
month. 

The official dismissed 
reports in the Arabic daily Al 
Aswaq that the new com- 
mission figures will be two 
per cent for oil and oil deriv- 
atives and 450 fils for each 
gas cylinder. 

’This information is not 
accurate. The new formula 
will be announced soon, and 
[it] is satisfactory for both 
sides, the government and 
the distributors." the official 
told the Jordan Times. 

The government's deci- 
sion to increase the commis- 


sion followed threats earlier 
this month by the Petrol Sta- 
tion and Gas Cylinder Dis- 
tributors Association to go 
on strike if their demands 
were not met. 

The decision to strike was 
made by approximately 250 
petrol stations and- 900 gas 
cylinder distributors to pres- 
sure the government to 
increase the commission 
from the JPR. 

The current commission 
system, effective since 
1963, stipulates that gas dis- 
tributors receive 18 percent, 
or 350 fils, from the total 
price of each gas cylinder, 
and 1 per cent from the total 
cost of each litre of oil. 
diesel and kerosene. 

The association called off 
the planned strike following 
a “verbal pledge" from the 
government to increase the 
commission. 

The decision to hike the 
commission was expected 
earlier this month but no rea- 
son was given for the delay. 

Government officials have 
repeatedly said that any 
changes to die present com- 
mission paid to the gas and 
oil distributors will not 
affect the total price of these 
vital commodities. 


But the association's 
deputy chairperson. Yousif 
Abdul Jalil, said they have 
received no information 
from the government about 
the increase in the commis- 
sion. 

Mr. Abdul Jalil told the 
Jordan Times that any per- 
centage approved by the 
government would be "satis- 
factory" for the association. 

"We do not know the rea- 
sons behind the delay of this 
decision. But we believe the 
government has its reasons 
for not making the 
announcement now,” Mr. 
Abdul Jalil said. 

Meanwhile. Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Saleh Horani has 
issued instructions to all 
petrol stations in the King- 
dom to ensure that safety 
measures are being applied 
to protect the public and the 
environment. 

Dr. Horani said these mea- 
sures were agreed upon by 
the ministry, the JPR. the 
distributors' association and 
the civil defence authority. 

The minister told the Ara- 
bic daily AI Ra'i that viola- 
tors risk losing their work 
licence. 


Graduation ceremony for iiev 
diplomats to be held Sunday 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A gradu- 
ation ceremony for the first 
class of diplomats from the 
Institute of Diplomacy (ID) 
will be held Sunday at AI 
Hussein Sports City' in 
Amman under the patronage 
of HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san. 

The graduates completed 
the institute’s 15-month 
Higher Diploma Programme 
in Diplomacy and Foreign 
Service. 

Prince Hassan. chairman of 
the ID board of directors, is 
expected to award certifi- 
cates to the graduates and 
invite them to an iftar ban- 


quet to celebrate the occa- 
sion. 

The fellows, including six 
w omen, hold bachelor of arts 
and masters degrees in social 
sciences. 

They were refereed to the 
institute by the ministries of 
foreign affairs, higher educa- 
tion. planning and informa- 
tion and the Jordan Armed 
Forces, the Public Security 
Department and the Invest- 
ment Promotion Corpora- 
tion. 

The ID, established in 
1994. is academically linked 
to the University of Jordan. It 
opened its first Lhree-term 


training programme in Sep- 
tember 1996. with courses 
offered in international rela- 
tions. international law. 
negotiations among states, 
strategic and security studies, 
administration, settling of 
disputes among states, com- 
munication skills. Arabic and 
foreign languages. Arab and 
Islamic civilisation, and 
informatics, among other 
topics. 

.The trainees also attended 
workshops in which acade- 
mics and diplomats from Jor- 
dan and other countries gave 
lectures on development, 
politics and the economy. 


Water authority starts national 
meter protection campaign 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special io die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Water 
Authority of Jordan (WaJ) 
Saturday launched a nation- 
wide campaign to urge citi- 
zens to protect their water 
meters from damage caused 
by frost during the winter. 

In its media campaign, the 
WAJ wants Jordanians to 
protect their water meters 
by placing plastic wrap 
around them and padding 
them with insulating mate- 
rials such as rock wool. 

Many Jordanians had to 
replace their weather-sensi- 


tive water meters after they 
exploded last week due to 
below zero temperatures 
that accompanied the snow- 
fall. 

Many complained that 
they had to pay JD21 to get 
new meters, vital for keep- 
ing water lowing into their 
homes. 

“Protecting water meters 
is a public responsibility, 
and citizens are partially 
responsible for helping 
keep water connected to 
raps in rheir residences," 
said one official. "We are 
not obliged to pay for 
repairing the metres if they 


are damaged by frost." 

Meanwhile, WAJ Secre- 
tary General Munther 
Khieifat on Friday urged 
the public to collect rainwa- 
ter by using pipes leading 
from rooftops to under- 
ground wells or ground 
water tanks. 

Noting that this was the 
traditional way of collecting 
water in Jordanian towns in 
the past, Mr. Khieifat said 
that due to the present 
chronic water problem, it 
has become necessary to 
resort to this method to' har- 
vest rainwater for domestic 
and agricultural purposes. 
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Cohen in Beijing 
for talks on military 
ties, proliferation 


BEIJING (AFP) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary 

William Cohen arrived in 
Beijing Saturday to dis- 
cuss burgeoning U.S.- 
Chinese military relations 
but also to press China's 
leaders not to supply anti- 
ship cruise missiles to 
Iran. 

Mr. Cohen's three-day 
visit is the first by a U.S. 
defence secretary since 
1994 and an effort by 
Washington to establish 
deeper military contacts 
with a rising power and 
potential future rival in 
Asia. 

The Pentagon hopes 
more openness between 
the U.S. military and the 
Peoples Liberation Army 
will help “tear down some 
of the mistrust and suspi- 
cion. “Mr. Cohen told 
reporters while enroute to 
Beijing. 

“We're not engaged in 
trying to contain them. 
But we are determined to 
remain a pacific power, 
remain engaged, and we 
think that benefits them as 
well." Mr. Cohen said of 
China. 

Mr. Cohen was expected 
to meet with most of 
China's top leadership for 
talks that U.S. defence 
officials said would begin 
preparations for the next 
U.S. -Chinese summir. 
which will focus on secu- 
rity issues. 

He also is scheduled to 
visit the Beijing Air 
Defence Command Centre 
in Beijing — the first lime 
an American has been 
allowed into the facility, 
which controls surface to 
air missiles protecting the 
Chinese capital. 

Near ihe top of Mr. 
Cohen's list of U.S. con- 
cerns are arms prolifera- 
tion issues, which a senior 
defence official said 
would be discussed inten- 
sively in the meetings that 


Mr. Cohen will have in 
Beijing Monday. 

At a recent U.S.-China 
summit. President Jiang 
Zemin assured President 
Bill Clinton that Beijing 
has “no intention" of sell- 
ing more anti-ship cruise 
missiles to Teheran. 

“We'd like to turn the 
summit statement of ‘no 
intention’ into a definite 
promise “ the official said. 

Mr. Cohen told reporters 
travelling with him that it 
was unclear whether past 
Chinese commitments and 
agreements related to sales 
of C-SOi and C-S02 anti- 
ship cruise missiles to Iran 
would continue. 

“That has yet to be 
resolved ” he said. 

Mr. Cohen also will raise 
general nuclear non-pro- 
liferation concerns with 
regard to Iran and 
Pakistan. But Washington 
was most concerned about 
the cruise missiles because 
they pose a threat to U.S. 
warships in the Gulf, a 
senior official said. 

On another Gulf issue. 
Mr. Cohen said he also 
expects to discuss the 
diplomatic disputes at the 
United Nations over Iraq 
in which China has 
opposed the use of .force 
and tougher punitive 
actions ~ sought by 
Washington. 

The situation on the 
Korean Peninsula will 
come up and both sides 
will exchange views on 
the economic crisis that 
has battered South East 
Asia and South Korea. 

Despite differences. 
U.S.-Chinese military 
relations appear to have 
turned a corner since 
March 19% when two 
U.S. aircraft carriers were 
dispatched to the western 
Pacific in a showdown 
over the Taiwan Straits. 

At nearly every stop on 
his swing through South 


East Asia, Mr. Cohen has 
emphasised that 

Washington has no desire 
to contain China only to 
engage it as its might 
grows. 

“Today. China is an 
Asian power, and rightful- 
ly so." Mr. Cohen said in a 
speech in Singapore this 
week. “The United States 
does not fear this, nor do 
we view China as an 
adversary. Rather we seek 
to encourage China to step 
forward as a responsible 
and cooperative great 
nation." 

Washington, which sev- 
ered military ties with 
Beijing after the J9S9 
Tiananmen Square mas- 
sacre. had virtually no 
military contacts with 
China at the time of the 
Taiwan Straits confronta- 
tion. 

Since then. Washington 
has promoted a series of 
high-level military visits 
and hosted unprecedented 
ship visits to U.S. and 
Chinese ports in an effort 
to rebuild trust and 
encourage openness. 

During his visit to 
Beijing. Mr. Cohen will 
sign an agreement on mar- 
itime “rules of the road" 
designed to prevent inci- 
dents at sea as the reach of 
the China's blue water 
navy expands. 

The U.S. and Chinese 
officials also will sign off 
on a schedule of military 
visits this year, and begin 
sharing information on 
how they approach 
humanitarian missions. 

There also will be broad- 
er discussions about the 
China's budget and what 
its goals and missions are. 
and Mr. Cohen will 
address the Academy of 
Military Sciences, the offi- 
cials said. 


Sierra Leone junta offer 
amnesty to Kamajor militia 


FREETOWN (A.FP) — 
Sierra Leone's ruling junta 
offered a general amnesty 
Saturday to Kamajor mili- 
tiamen in the south of the 
country, where they have 
been waging an effective 
guerrilla battle. 

State radio said the 
amnesty declaration was 
made during a public 
address by the chief 
administrator of southern 
Sierra Leone. Captain 
Abubakarr Kamara. 

“Misinformation has 
been responsible for creat- 
ing the strife between 
Kamajors and government 
forces, leading to a series 
of armed clashes that have 
caused many deaths." 
Capt. Kamarra said in Bo. 
Lhe country's second 
largest city. 

Observers here said it 


was unlikely the Kamajors 
would accept the amnesty 
offer, which comes during 
a period of intense mili- 
tary' build up by the militia 
group under the code 
name. "Operation Black 
December." The 

Kamajors. with a force 
estimated at anything 
between 2.000 and 4.000. 
have remained loyal to 
ousted President Ahmad 
Tejan Kabbah, whose 
elected government was 
overthrown in a military 
coup in May last year. 

The group is currently 
led by Hinga Norman, 
who was deputy defence 
minister in the ousted gov- 
ernment. 

A senior military official 
reached in the southeast 
by telephone, admitted 
that the Kamajors posed 


“a real threat." 

“We are now in a situa- 
tion. which if not con- 
tained quickly. could 
destabilise other parts of 
the country." he said. 

The Kamajors. who are 
armed with modem 
assault rifles, as well as 
grenade and rocket 
launchers, have vowed to 
unseat the ruling junta and 
have made at least one 
attempt to capture Bo. 

The feud between the 
Kamajors and ihe regular 
army dates back to before 
the coup. 

Indeed, junta leader 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Johnny Paul Koroma, said 
privileges granred to the 
militufto the detriment of 
regular troops w<as one of 
the reasons for his seizing 
power. 


Former East German 
spymaster Markus Wolf freed 


KARLSRUHE, Germany 
(AFP) — Former East 
German spymaster Markus 
Wolf, jailed Thursday for 
refusing to testify in an espi- 
onage trial dating from the 
cold war. was released 
Saturday, federal court 
spokesman Wolfgang 

Kruger said here. 

Mr. Wolf, who was arrest- 
ed in a Frankfurt courtroom 
and jailed in Darmstadt. 20 
kilometres south of the city, 
had been taken Friday to the 
prison hospital as a precau- 
tion to ensure he received 
proper medication for his 
diabetes. 

Mr. Wolf called his deten- 
tion a continuation of the 
cold war. He had avoided 
imprisonment after two ver- 
dicts against him since the 
fall of lhe Berlin Wall, but 


his luck seemed to have run 
out Thursday. 

He was sentenced to six 
years in prison in 1993 for 
treason but in May 1 995 the 
German constitutional court 
absolved from responsibility 
East German spies who did 
their work From East 
Germany. 

He then received a two- 
year suspended sentence in 
May 1997 for kidnappings 
by ’ his agents in West 
Germany during the cold 
war. 

Mr. Wolf told the paper 
Neues Deutschland that he 
would not meet the court's 
demand to reveal the identi- 
ty of an agent codenamed 
Julius, whom the court sus- 
pected mighr be former 
Social Democrat member of 
parliament Gerhard 


Flaemig. 

Mr. Wolf has pledged not 
to betray those who spied 
for him. 

Mr. Flaemig has been on 
trial since September 
accused of having sent 
information from 1969 until 
the Fall oF die Berlin Wall in 
19S9 to the East German 
security apparatus, the Stasi. 
where Mr. Wolf directed the 
espionage service. die 
Hauptverwaitung 
Aufkluerung ( H VA ). 

A mythic figure of the 
cold war. Mr. Wolf headed 
the formidable East German 
spy apparatus from 195S 
until his retirement in 1986. 
His speciality was infiltrat- 
ing government and military 
circles in West Germany 
with a network estimated at 
more than 5.000 agents. 



US. Defence Secretary William Cohen answers 
reporters' questions at a news conference held at a hotel 
in Bangkok (Reuters photo) 


‘China prepared to talk with 
Taiwan without preconditions’ 


|TA1PEI (AFP) — China is prepared to resume direct talks 
with Taiwan without preconditions, according to a group 
of top former U.S. officials here on an unofficial mission 
Saturday. 

“The mainland intends to resume negodations without 
any precondition attached." Chang King-Yuh. chairman of 
die cabinet-level Mainland Affairs Council, said he had 
been told by former U.S. Defence Secretary William Perry 
and other members of the mission which has just visited 
China 

The eight-member delegation did not discuss the details 
of their meeting with Chang. 

The group, members of the think-tank National 
Committee on U.S.-China Relations, include former! 
nauonal security adviser Brent Scowcroft. former 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff John Shalika&hvili 
and former Commander-in-Chief of Pacific Command 
Ronald Hays, together with staff. 

They also met with Foreign Minister Jason Hu to discuss 
relations between Taipei, Washington and Beijing. 

it's good for Taiwan and Taipei-Beijing ties if U.S. rela- 
tions with Communist China could be stabilised:" said Mr. 
Hu after meeting with the mission. 

Arriving late Friday the former U.S. officials are the 
highest-ranking unofficial U.S. mission to visit this nation- 
alist island, the China Times said. 

Taipei-Beijing talks were suspended in mid- 1 995 after| 
Taiwanese President Lee Teng-Hui made a landmark visit 
to the United States. 

The trip angered China, which regards Taiwan as a 
breakaway province, and viewed the visit as an attempt to 
seek formal independence. 

The mission is due to meet Lee and Defence Ministerl 
Chiang Chung-Ling Monday, local newspapers reported. 
During their visit last week to China, the group met with 
high-ranking military officials including Defence Minister 
Chi Haotian and Chief of Staff Fu Quanyou to discuss ties 
with Taiwan. The mission’s visit coincides with a trip to 
China by U.S. Secretary of Defence William Cohen, who 
arrived in Beijing Saturday. 


ANC warns rightwingers 
over protests at Botha’s 
court hearing 


JOHANNESBURG 
(AFP) — The ruling 
African National 

Congress iANC) 

Saturday warned while 
rightwingers not to inter- 
fere with its planned 
protest during the court 
appearance by former 
President PW Botha 
Friday. 

ANC members planned 
to stage a “peaceful 
protest" outside the 
court, in the Western 
Cape resort town of 
George. ANC Regional 
Secretary Ismael 

Lavangee told Afrikuans- 
languagc Beeld newspa- 
per. 

Bui. he warned, "it will 
be u recipe for conflict if 
rightwing groups inter- 
fere with us." 

Rightwingers have said 
they will turn up in their 
"thousands” to support 
82-year-old Botha, who 
is being charged for 
refusing to appear before 
the country’s Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC). 

The ANC and its allies, 
the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions 
(COSATIT) and the South 
African Communist 
Party, were prepared for 
any confrontation with 
Mr. Botha’s supporters. 
Mr. Lavangee said. 

Spokesman for the 
white rightwing Freedom 
Front, which claims the 
prosecution of Mr. Botha 
is the beginning of perse- 
cution of Afrikaners by 
the ANC. shrugged off 
Mr. Lavangee’s warning. 

"We are not afraid of 
conflict.” the spokesman. 
Pieter Mulder, said. 

Freedom From leader 
Genera! Constand 

Viljoen. defence minister 


in Mr. Botha’s apartheid 
administration, and other 
rightwing leaders, among 
them Conservative Party 
chief Ferdi Hurtzenberg. 
have said they plan to 
attend the hearing. 

Police have said they 
will enforce tight securi- 
ty during the hearing, 
which is expected to be 
postponed after only 
brief procedural formali- 
ties. 

The court case will, 
ironically, be presided 
over by a black magis- 
trate. Victor Lugaju. who 
would never have been 
allowed to rise to that 
position under Mr. 
Botha’s rule, which dis- 
enfranchised blacks and 
reserved senior govern- 
ment posts for whites. 

Mr. Botha was served 
with a court summons on 
Jan. 7 after repeatedly 
refusing to testify to the 
TRC on his role as for- 
mer head of the now- 
defunct State Security 
Council. 

The council is accused 
of masterminding a bru- 
tal reign of terror in 
South Africa's black 
townships in the 1980s 
and of planning cross- 
border strikes by South 
Africa's apartheid 

defence force. 

Mr. Botha ruled South 
Africa from 1978 until 
1 989. and came to be 
hated and feared by- 
blacks for his iron-fisted 
enforcement of the 
apartheid system of racial 
segregation. which 
earned him the nickname 
"Great Crocodile." 

The octogenarian 
recently announced his 
engagement to a viva- 
cious hotelier 35 years 
his junior. 


China clamps down on hundreds 


of ‘poorly run’ publications 


BEUING /AFP) — China 
closed down 227 newspa- 
pers and 346 other periodi- 
cals last year, the official 
Xiphua news agency report- 
ed Saturday, citing officials 
at a national press and pub- 
lications conference being 
held here. 

"The move was to reduce 
the number of poorly run 
newspapers and periodicals, 
and only a few of them were 
shut down because of vio- 


lating government rules and 
policies." the report said. 

The country’s censorship 
apparatus was very active 
during 1997. 

Authorities closed down 
some 1,000 illegal whole- 
sale book markets, confis- 
cating tens of thousands of 
books with pornographic, 
violent or other banned con- 
tent, it was revealed at the 
conference. 

The report said 


Communist Party-run news- 
papers increased their circu- 
lation during the year, led 
by Shanghai's Wenhui 
Daily, which increased its 
readership by 21 per cent. 

The country’s tightly-con- 
trolled press and publishing 
industry — like many other 
state- dominated sectors — 
is restructuring through 
mergers and streamlining 
initiatives to try and boost 
efficiency. 


Japanese ambassador rules 
out further compensation 
for British ex-POWs 


LONDON (AFP> — Japan 
will not reopen the question 
of direct cash compensation 
to British former prisoners 
of war. its ambassador to 
London. Saduyaki Hoyashi, 
reaffirmed Saturday. 

Asked if Japan might be 
prepared to look again at 
the issue of compensation. 
Mr. Hoyashi said on BBC 
radio: “We are not. The 
question of compensation. I 
think, is closed ... no matter 
what.” He reaffirmed the 
Japanese view that the 
question of compensation 
was settled by the San 
Francisco Peace Treaty of 


1951. 

His comments came after 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair won a fresh apology 
from his Japanese counter- 
part Ryu taro Hashimoto for 
the ill treatment of British 
veterans. “I know many for- 
mer POWs suffered 
immensely and their treat- 
ment was both immoral and 
inhumane,” the Japanese 
ambassador to London said 
Saturday. But that was why 
Japan had done its best in 
the 1950s, paying compen- 
sation of 76 pounds ($120) 
per POW, which was a sub- 
stantial amount of money 


then, he added. 

He conceded that some 
British veterans still had 
hard feelings but he said: “I 
don’t think it should dam- 
age the relations (between 
Britain and Japan)." Tokyo 
University’s Professor 
Nobukapsu Fujioka told the 
same programme that there 
should have been no apolo- 
gy to the British because 
Britain was the “aggressive 
invader of Asia” — not 
Japan — and because every 
country commits war 
crimes during war. “No 
country is innocent id this 
matter." he said. 


Castro challenges 


Clinton to visit Cuba 


HAVANA (AFP) — 
President Fidel Castro chal- 
lenged U.S. President Bill 
Clinton early Saturday to 
visit Cuba, pointing out on 
national television that 
Pope John Paul II has dared 
to come to the Communist 
island. 

Mr. Castro said that up to 
now no U.S. president has 
dared to visit the island 
because of the political 
backlash at home. 

If Mr. Clinton decides to 
come to Cuba “we will not 
place the slightest objec- 
tion." Mr. Castro said in an 
almost six-hour speech that 
began late Friday. 

The main theme of Mr. 
Castro's presentation was 
the upcoming visit of Pope 
John Paul II. which begins 
Wednesday and ends on 
Jan. 25. 

"The Pope dares to visit 
Cuba." Mr. Castro said, as 
he challenged Mr. Clinton. 

Mr. Clinton faces stiff 
political opposition at home 
on any move to improve ties 
with Mr. Castro's regime, 
under a tight U.S. trade 
embargo for the past 36 
years. 

Friday Mr. Clinton froze 
for six months a provision 
known as Title III in the 
Helms- Burton act that 
would allow Americans 
whose properties were con- 
fiscated by Havana after 
1959 to sue in U.S. courts 
foreign companies that now 
benefit from use of those 
properties. 

Named after its congres- 
sional sponsors. U.S. sena- 


tors Jesse Helms and Dan 
Burton, the legislation 
seeks to choke off invest- 
ment to Cuba 

"The president has deter- 
mined that the suspension 
... is necessary to the 
national interest and will in 
fact help expedite the tran- 
sition to democracy in 
Cuba" White House 
spokesman Michael 

McCuny said. 

Mr. McCuny said the 
Pope's visit could encour- 
age ordinary Cubans to 
push for political change on 
the island. 

“There could in fact be 
positive results in having 
the Holy Father in Cuba 
able to talk about the 
importance that the world 
attaches to human rights 
and to the need for relief of 
the suffering.' he said. 

“That discussion itself 
might empower those who 
believe there can be change 
and might even touch the 
heart of Fide! Castro." said 
Mr. McCurry. 

Mr. McCurry however 
acknowledged that the pope 
would criticise the three- 
decade-old U.S. embargo 
on the Caribbean island 


Bosnian Serb 
president 
offers new 
choice for 


premier 


nation. 

“No doubt he will since 
he has those views, and we 
will respectfully accept his 
point of view, even if we 
must disagree,” he added. 

During the televised pre- 
sentation Mr. Castro confi- 
dently asserted that the 
Pope's visit would not gen- 
erate political problems for 
his government. 


29 killed in 
Serbian mine blast 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Twenty nine miners were 
killed and 19 injured in a 
fire-damp explosion Friday 
night in a coaJ mine in Soko, 
southeast Serbia, the interior 
ministry announced here 
Saturday. 

The accident happened at 
8.15 p.m. (1915 GMT) in a 
shaft where 76 miners were 
working. Twenty eight of 
them were unhurt and 
brought to the surface a few 
hours after the blast. 

Of the 19 injured, one was 
said to be in critical condi- 
tion. All the casualties were 
taken to hospitals in the 
region, the ministry said in a 
communique carried by the 
Tanjug news agency. 

Rescue operations contin- 


ued Saturday, as relief work- 
ers tried to extricate the bod- 
ies of the miners from the 
rubble, the report said. 

Svetozar Krstic, vice-pres- 
ident of the Serbian govern- 
ment. visited the mine, the 
agency reported, and an 
investigation was opened to 
determine the causes of the 
explosion. 

Another fire-damp explo- 
sion killed 15 people in the 
same Soko mine in 1974, 
and five miners perished in a 
methane gas explosion the 
following year. 

Coal combustion is the 
main source of electricity in 
the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia and the mines of 
Soko produced 154,000 
tonnes of coal last year. 


^ BANJA LUKA. Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (AFP) — 
..Bosnian Serb President 
Biljana Plavsic nominated 
a new prime minister 
Saturday, amid mounting 
international pressure to 
form a cohesive govern- 
ment. 

Ms. Plavsic proposed 
die 38-year-old head of 
the Independent Social 
Democratic Party 

(SNSD), Milorad Dodik, 
for the premiership, after 
her original choice, 
Mladen Ivanic, aban- 
doned efforts to form a 
government. 

Mr. Ivanic, a 39-year- 
old non-partisan econo- 
mist. had given up his bid 
because he could not 
muster enough votes in 
parliament to back him. 

Friday, the international 
mediator to Bosnia 
Carlos Westendorp, told 
the Bosnian Serb political 
parties to stop bickering 
and warned that Saturday 
presented their “last 
chance" to form a govern- 
ment. 

The ultra-nationalist 
Serb Democratic Party 
(SDS) and its ally the 
Radical Party (SRS) had 
blocked Mr. Ivanic 's can- 
didacy and have claimed 
the premiership and a 
majority of government 
posts for themselves. 

Though they do not have 
an absolute majority, the 
ultranationalists form the 
largest bloc in the 83-seat 
parliament following 
elections last year. 

Mr. Ivanic’s bid had 
been backed by the inter- 
national community and 

Yugoslav Preside^ 1 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

Ms. Plavsic's nomina- 
tion of Mr. Dodik came 
just hours before 
Bosnian Serb parliament 
was due to meet in the 
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northwestern 
Bijeljina. 

Mr. Dodik, whose party 
has only two seats in the 
parliament, is bitterly 
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World News 


Cambodian 

royalists 

hold on to 

stronghold 

despite 

battle 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Cambodian government 
forces launched an. intense 
bombardment but failed to 
dislodge royalist troops 
from Iheir stronghold on 
the Thai-Cainbodia border. 
Thai military sources said 
Saturday. 

"1 can confirm that O' S- 
nuch is still under the con- 
trol of FUNCINPEC." 
t royalists) said Colonel 
Ruengpom Rojanasaroj of 
j Thai unit patrolling the 
border. 

"Both fighting and 
shelling have subsided 
since early afternoon." 
Fighting between forces 
loyal to deposed co- Pre- 
mier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh and the govern- 
ment intensified Friday 
when the government 
troops launched a day-long 
bombardment of the royal- 
ist stronghold of O’Sniach. 

More than one hundred 
artillery shells landed on 
the Thai side of the border 
opposite O'Smach Friday, 
injuring three Thai sol- 
diers. the colonel said. 

The three border guards 
are out of danger, he added. 

He said several artillery 
shells, fired by Cambodian 
government troops some 
lo to 20 kilometres inside 
Cambodia, landed on the 
Thai side of the border Sat- 
urday. 

“We retaliated tit for tat 
with live artillery firings 
after our three soldiers 
were wounded." the 
colonel told AFP. The front 
line is- about one kilometre 1 
from the Thai border, at' 
Chong Chom Pass, and . 
government soldiers have 
redoubled their efforts to 
lake the position since the 
beginning of the dry season 
last month. It is being held 
by royalist General Nhiek 
Bun Chey who is allied to 
the Khmer Rouge. 

The colonel said govern- 
ment forces had recently 
been reinforced and that 
opposition fighters had 
kept up with guerrillas tac- 
tics. 

The fighting broke out as 
the prominent dissident 
Sam Rainsy claimed Fri- 
day in Phnom Penh that a 
ceasefire between warring 
factions had been reached 
and that an end of hostili- 
ties was imminent. 

Sam Rainsy is scheduled 
to rerum to Bangkok Mon- 
day to present the terms of 
ceasefire to the core mem- 
bers of the prince’s faction. 

O'Smach is the last 
stronghold of opposition 
forces since Cambodia's 
strongman Hun Sen effec- 
tively ousted his co- Pre- 
mier Ranariddh after street 
battles in Phnom Penh last 
July. 

Fire kills 
one in 
Milan 
hospital 

MILAN. Italy lAFPj — 
One person died Saturday 
when fire broke out in San 
Raffaele hospital on the out- 
skirts of the northern city of 
Milan, firemen said. 

The victim, believed to 
have been a hospital 

employee, was apparently 
overcome by smoke, initial 
reports indicated. 

The fire started in the 
kitchen of the paediatrics 
department at 7:00 a.m.. and 
smoke spread rapidly 

throughout the hospital. 

The nearly 250 patients 
and staff in the hospital were 
evacuaied. and firemen 

quenched the flames within 
half an hour. 

In October, a fire in a air- 
tight high-pressure treat- 
ment chamber killed 1 1 peo- 
ple- in another Milan hospi- 
tal. 



Supporters sit in a tree during a roily addressed by Sonia Gandhi, widow of former 
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi, in Cochin (Reuters photo) 

Sonia Gandhi calls upon Indians 
to vote Congress to power 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
The widow of slain former 
Indian Premier Rajiv 
Gandhi Saturday continued 
her whirlwind election 
campaign tour, culling 
upon the people to vote the 
Congress party to power in 
coming elections. 

Sonia Gandhi. 51. told a 
10.000-sirong rally in the 
western city of Panaji. in 
Goa. that the onee-domi- 
nant Congress alone could 
ensure stability in India, 
which has seen four gov- 
ernments in the past two 
years. 

The Italian-born mother 
of two. who jumped into 
Indian politics a week ago. 
said only the 113-year-old 
Congress could protect the 
country's secular fabric as 
well. 

“Secularism means equal 
respect to all religions." 
she said during a 12- 
minute speech in English, 
which was translated into 
Kntikani. the region's main 
language. 

•This is the only basis for 
India's unity and integrity." 
the Press' Trust of India 
t PT1 ) quoted her as saying. 
“All religions and commu- 
nity have the right to feel 


secure. 

In a veiled attack on 
Hindu nationalists, who 
are seen as the front-run- 
ners in the Fcbruary-March 
elections, the charismatic 
Gandhi said the coming 
ballot would witness "a 
clash of fundamental val- 
ues. ideas and ideals. 

'The choice is between 
harmony and progress and 
the exploitation of (reli- 
gious) differences for the 
sake of power at any cost. 
Can w»e negate our values 
and heritage by convening 
religion into an instrument 
to divide? 

’The Congress has had 
its ups and dow ns, and like 
any human institution it 
might have made mistakes. 

“The nation needs the 
Congress today more than 
ever before. 1 believe you. 
as the voters and makers of 
India's destiny, will sup- 
port us to ensure a strong, 
secular and progressive 
Congress government." 

Sonia Gandhi was 
repeatedly cheered during 
the meeting, particularly 
when she referred to her 
husband's 1991 murder at 
an election rally. 

Hundreds of people 


spilled on to the roads 
around the ground where 
Sonia addressed her fourth 
major election rally since 
she made her inaugural 
political speech on Jan. 1 1 
near the site of Rajiv 
Gandhi’s assassination in 
southern India. 

Sonia Gandhi last month 
shed her reclusive image to 
campaign lor the Con- 
gress. which then laced a 
possible rout in the elec- 
tions. Many people in the 
Congress feel only she can 
rejuvenate the sagging 
party-. 

The Congress has been 
headed for more than 40 
years since India's inde- 
pendence in 1947 by the 
Nehru-Gandhi family, into 
which Sonia married in 
1968. 

The Congress governed 
India uninterrupted from 
1947 until 1977. when it 
was voted out in New 
Delhi for the first time. It 
again took office in 19S0, 
but was ousted nine years 
later in a fiercely-contested 
election. 

The Congress returned to 
office in 1991, but suffered 
its worst electoral rout two 
years ago. 


Hong Kong electorate wary 
of voter registration process 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Registration for Hong 
Kong’s legislative elec- 
tions closed with more 
than a million eligible 
voters failing to put 
their names on the list. 

"Voters know- the elec- 
toral arrangement is 
unfair and There is no 
way 10 choose a legisla- 
ture with broad repre- 
sentation." Democratic 
Pony Chairman Martin 
Lee’ told the South 
China Morning Post 
newspaper. 

Registration for the 
May r 24 elections closed 
Friday at midnight after 
the government spent 60 
million Hong Kong dol- 
lars (S7.5 million) in a 
month-long drive to 
drum up added support 


for the electron process. 

The government's 
move to register new 
voters resulted in sever- 
al hundreds of thou- 
sands of new names 
being added to the 
polling list but Mr. Lee 
said The results w-ere 
disappointing in rela- 
tion to the amount of 
money spent. 

Mr. Lee's Democratic 
party dominated the 
1995 legislative council 
elections which marked 
the first democratic 
elections in Hong 
Kong's history. 

Chief Executive Tung 
Chee-Hwa defended the 
process saying that it 
u'ould take time for peo- 
ple to get used to the 
changes. 


"It's a new arrange- 
ment," Mr. Tung said. 
"Bui now that we have 
adopted it. people will 
understand it more." 

Twenty seats in the 
60-seat legislature will 
be up for general elec- 
tion. with the remainder 
to be filled from special 
interest, or functional 
constituencies. and, 
direct appointment. 

The legislative council 
will replace the contro- 
versial provisional leg- 
islative council which 
was installed by China 
when it scrapped the 
British-era elected 
council on resuming 
sovereignty of the terri- 
tory. 


Hong Kong spends $9.3 million 
on chickens over flu scare 


HONG KONG (AFPi — 
Hong Kong’s government 
Saturday said ir had handed 
out some 72.5 million 
Hong Kong dollars cS9.3 
million) in compensation 
for its culling of the territo- 
ry's 1.5 million chickens 
over a "bird flu' outbreak 


which has killed six people. 

The payments had been 
received by poultry farm- 
ers, wholesalers and retail- 
ers who had been effected 
by the mass slaughter, a 
spokesman said. 

There have been IS con- 
firmed eases and one sus- 


pected case of human infec- 
tion by the H5NI virus in 
Hong Kong since last May. 
The virus was previously 
known only 10 exist in 
birds. 

Two women remain in 
hospital being (reared for 
the virus. 


Pioneer of German postwar cinema dead at 84 


MUNICH, Germany (AP) 
— Luggi Waidleitner, a 
pioneer of German postwar 
cinema and one 0 ^ the 
country's mosl prominent 
producers, has died at age 

84. . -ru 

Waidleitner died Thurs- 
day in a hospital in Inns- 
bruck, Austria, his 
Munich-based production 
firm, Roxy -Film, 

announced. 

Germany chose his most 


recent film. Beyond 
Silence, as its submission 
this year for a best foreign 
film academy award nomi- 
nation. 

The award-winning 
movie, directed by Caro- 
line Link, is about a girl 
raised by deaf parents who 
decides to become a clar- 
inet player. 

Waidleitner began his 
career as an assistant cam- 
eraman in Leni Riefcn- 


srahl's 1936 film about the 
Berlin Olympics. 

He founded Roxy film in 
1952 and produced or co- 
produced 135 films in all. 
including such worldwide 
successes as Lilli Marlen 
and Glass Cell, which was 
nominated for an academy 
award in 1979. Rosemary 
won a Golden Globe in 
1959. 

He is survived by his 
wife and two children. 
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German MPs vote to give 
police bugging powers 


BONN i AFP) — The 
Lower House of the Ger- 
man parliament approved n 
bill on electronic bugging 
Friday that would give 
police powers of surveil- 
lance that have been 
banned since the war after 
abuses under the Nazis. 

The bill, to amend the 
constitution, easily 

obtained the required two- 
thirds majority in the Bun- 
destag, passing by 452- 
1 S4. with five abstentions. 

It still has to be approved 
by the upper house, the 
Bundesrut. where it also 
requires a two-thirds 
majority to change Article 
13 of the 1949 constitution. 
The article severely 
restricts eavesdropping and 
guarantees the inviolability 
of an individual's right to 
privacy at home. 

The government of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
hammered out a compro- 
mise on this issue with the 
opposition Social Democ- 
rats tSPD) in the face of 


rising crime. 

Police say they need to 
resort to bugging to combat 
organised crime in particu- 
lar. 

But the bill was opposed 
by the environmentalist 
Greens party 1 , which sees it 
as a threat to human rights. 
The SPD and the Greens 
have a majority in the Bun- 
desrat, and the bill’s pas- 
sage there could be more 
difficult. 

Interior Minister Man- 
fred Kanther has hailed the 
measure as "a decisive step 
towards more effective 
ways to fight crime" but 
Greens Chairman Juergen 
Trittin said the SPD "is 
now an accomplice to the 
further demolition of our 
constitution.” 

Under the new law. only 
clergy, lawyers in criminal 
cases and deputies would 
be exempt from the possi- 
bility of secret police bug- 
ging. 

Journalists, lawyers in 
civil cases. notaries. 


accountants, doctors and 
other financial consultants, 
all professions that rely on 
professional secrecy, could 
have their homes or offices 
bugged. 

The only restriction 
would be for the courts to 
first establish whether bug- 
ging w-ould truly advance 
an inquiry', then determine 
if the information obtained 
from electronic monitoring 
is worth using. 

Technically, the police 
will be able to either hide 
microphones in the homes 
of suspects or set up 
sophisticated remote-lis- 
rening devices. They will 
add to the array of bugging 
already used on telephone 
lines. 

Germany goes to the 
polls on Sept. 27 with Mr. 
Kohl, a Chrisrian Democ- 
rat. and his centre-right 
coalition facing a tough 
challenge from the opposi- 
tion. 

The professionals who 
miqht find their homes or 


offices bugged have react- 
ed with outrage. 

The Federation of Ger- 
man Journalists i DJ V) said 
it would file a complaint 
with the federal constitu- 
tional court. DJV president 
Hermann Meyn raid a 
press conference here that 
democracy was in danger if 
journalists and their 
sources must fear being 
bugged. 

Similarly. Germany’s 
doctors' federation vowed 
that in the name of medical 
secrecy, it would fight the 
provision on "all levels" of 
the court system, straight 
up to the constitutional 
court. Its head, physician 
Karsten Vilmur. said the 
proposed law was “contra- 
dictory in itself since doc- 
tors were already bound by 
medical secret. 

Germany's attorneys' 
organisation, the Order of 
Lawyers, also denounced 
this “unacceptable" project 
it said was a "vision of hor- 
ror." 


Police 
threaten 
to storm 
Guatemala 
prison taken 
by rioters 


GUATEMALA CITY 
(AFP) — National 
police are on standby 
awaiting new orders on 
storming a prison cell 
block where 70 inmates 
are holding two 
hostages, officials said 
Saturday. 

Some 150 soldiers in 
armoured vehicles and 
heavy firearms have 
surrounded the Granja 
Penal Pavon prison, 
just outside the city', 
and are ready to inter- 
vene. said Angel Conte, 
head of the~ National 
Civil Police. 

The inmates rioted at 
a cell block at Pavon — 
the country's main 
prison — late Friday 
and took two fellow 
inmates hostages. They 
have not yet issued any 
demands. 

At first inmate leaders 
refused to talk to gov- 
ernment negotiators, 
then opened talks right 
on the deadline police 
had set to storm the 
site. But soon after the 
talks broke off again. 

Police have ruled out 
sronming the prison in 
the darkness, and will 
wait at least until sun- 
rise. 

"A police and army 
intervention during the 
night would be too dan- 
gerous," said Manuel 
Flores, a top prison sys- 
tem official on the 
scene. 

The inmates said they 
were armed w'ith 
firearms and grenades. 

There were no reports 
of injuries. 

National prisons 
Director Carlos ViJIa- 
corta was at Pavon try- 
ing to talk with the riot- 
ers. 

Also present were 
members of a United 
Nations team charged 
with verifying national 
human rights condi- 
tions and peace 
between the govern- 
ment and leftist rebels. 

There are 28 prisons 
in Guatemala, with a 
population of some 
7,000 inmates. 

Officials recognise 
that the prisons are 
underfunded and in 
poor conditions. 

Inmates have rioted in 
the past demanding bet- 
ter food and living con- 
ditions. Gang fights 
among inmates have 
also led to serious vio- 
lence. 


Floods cut off key 
Nairobi-Mombassa highway 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
key Nairobi-Mombasa 
highway has been ordered 
closed indefinitely after a 
30-kilometre stretch was 
cut off due to raging floods, 
the Kenyan press reported 
Saturday. 

The closure of the high- 
way, also known as the 
Trans-Africa highway, fol- 
lowed the collapse of a key 
bridge linking Kibwezi and 
Mtito Andei on the way to 
the Indian Ocean port of 
Mombassa. 

Friday night police 
spokesman Peter Kimanthi 
warned owners of public 
and private vehicles against 
using the road until further 
notice. 

Mr. Kimanthi said there 
would be no road link 
between the two destina- 
tions until a new bridge was 
built on the Kambu River 
near Kibwezi town, and 
appealed to motorists not to 
attempt driving across the 
swollen river withoui con- 
tacting police headquarters 
in the Kenyan capital. 

Friday night, police had a 
hectic time controlling traf- 
fic as vehicles coming from 
either Mombassa or Nairo- 
bi sides w ere turned back. 

Some 400 vehicles, most- 
ly heavy trucks and buses 
were stranded on both sides 
of the highway, causing one 
of the heaviest traffic jams 
ever witnessed on the road. 

The highway is a vital 


link between Mombassa 
port and pans of the hinter- 
land in Kenya, Uganda, 
northern Tanzania. Rwan- 
da, Burundi and eastern 
Zaire. 

Mr. Kimanthi also 
announced Lhat two other 
bridges — Alhi River 
bridge connecting Kibwezi 
and Kitui and Sofia bridge 
linking Thika and Garissa 
districts — had been also 
washed away during Thurs- 
day’s downpour. 

"We are appealing to all 
motorists in the affected 
areas to avoid driving 
across swollen rivers before 
contacting relevant police 
stations for assistance." Mr. 
Kimanthi said. 

With the closure of the 
highway, the only means of 
transport to the port city is 
either by air which few can 
afford or by train, which is 
vety slow. 

Several other major roads 
in Kenya have been badly 
damaged since the torren- 
tial rains, caused by the El 
Nino weather phenomenon, 
started pounding East 
Africa three months ago. 

These included sections 
of the Meru-Nairobi road, 
which have been cut off by 
landslides, the Mombassa- 
Kitui road, cut by collapsed 
bridges, and the Mtwapa 
bridge connecting Mom- 
bassa 's north mainland with 
Kilifi district, which is near 
collapse following a 


depression at the centre of 
the structure. 

Meanwhile, heavy rains 
continued to fall in the 
Kenyan capital Friday, 
throwing the city into fur- 
ther chaos. 

International flights from 
Nairobi's main Jomo Kenv- 
arta Internationa! Airport 
were leaving one hour 
behind schedule as they had 
to wait for passengers who 
could nor make it on time to 
the airport due to traffic 
jams caused by floods. 

The previous night, many 
passengers missed flights 
as they could nor reach" the 
airport on time, as ir took 
two hours to drive from the 
city centre to the airport, 10 
miles to the southeast, 
spokeswoman for the air- 
port's information desk said 
Saturday. 

Nairobi's Wilson airport, 
which is mainly used for 
charter flights, was tem- 
porarily closed Thursday to 
enable the Directorate of 
Civil Aviation to inspect a 
large water puddle at the 
inter-section of its two main 
runways. 

The airport area had reg- 
istered the highest rainfall 
Thursday and Friday 
totalling 194 millimetres. 

The unseasonal heavy 
rains, which had been 
expected to end at the 
beginning of February, are 
now expected to continue 
bevond March. 


Yeltsin plans busy 
post- vacation schedule 


MOSCOW (AP) — After 
being away from the Kremlin 
for most of the past month. 
President Boris Yeltsin has a 
schedule packed with meet- 
ings when he returns to work 
next week, his spokesman said 
Friday. 

"The president has fresh- 
ened up and rested." said 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky. who 
met Mr. Yeltsin at a lakeside 
resort in northwestern Russia 
earlier this week. “I think, he 
has gained in weight a little 
bit." 

In an effort to quell concern 
about Mr. Yeltsin’s health, the 
Kremlin has released televi- 
sion footage of Mr. Yeltsin 
meeting officials and riding a 
snowmobile at the Valdai 
resort. Friday, TV news pro- 
grammes showed the president 
moving slowly on cross-coun- 
try skis toward his residence. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who had heart 
bypass surgery in 19%, was 
hospitalised last month with a 
bad cold. Doctors said it was 
unrelated to his heart condition 
and he is now recovered. 

Monday, Mr. Yeltsin will 
meet Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin and a host of 
top government officials. 

Tuesday, Mr. Yeltsin will 
chair a meeting of the presi- 



Russia President Boris Yeltsin carries skis , ready to 
emerge from his vacation retreat (AFP photo) 


dential defence council, an 
advisory body in charge of 
drawing recommendations on 
Russia's military strategy. 

In an apparent bid to 
improve sluggish relations 
with some of the former soviet 
republics. Mr. Yeltsin Thurs- 
day will meet with Belarusian 
President Alexander 

Lukashenko, Nursultan 


Nazarbayev of Kazakstan and 
Kyrgyz president Askar 
Akayev. 

On Feb. 9-1 1. he is. heading 
for a state visit in Italy where 
he also plans to meet with 
Pope John Paul n in an appar- 
ent attempt to help patch up 
troubled relations between the 
Vatican and the Russian 
Orthodox chureh. 
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In circles around Iraq 


TENSION IS returning to the Gulf region. Once again 
there is a stand-off over the com postion of the United 
Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) inspection units 
in Iraq and the deployment of .American U-2 spy planes 
instead of Russian reconnaissance aircraft as Moscow has 
recently suggested. Due to the latest round of escalation, 
Britain is sending its own aircraft carrier to the waters of 
the Gulf to add military and polecat weight to the US. 
naval presence there. 15. Secretary of Defence William 
Cohen has hinted that his country' may use force against 
Iraq even unilaterally under certain compelling conditions. 

Whether the new tug-of-war will be contained peaceful- 
ly or it will end up in a military showdown, we cannot be 
sure. What we know, however, is that the last time there 
was a problem the stand-off was more serious and yet a 
confrontation did not take place. 

This time the core issue may be essentially the same but 
the circumstances are somewhat different The Iraqi 
authorities are objecting to the presence of nine Americans 
in the 15-member inspection group just as Baghdad did 
last time. On the other hand, the US. maintains that the 
expertise of the inspectors rather than their nationality 
should determine their participation. 

What may be different though, is that both Washington 
and London must have sensed an erosion during the past 
few months in the UN. Security Council permanent mem- 
bers' apparent unity over what to do with Iraq. While the 
US. and Britain have been adamant about the need for 
Saddam Hussein's regime to toe the line drawn for him by 
their own explanations of the U JS. Security Council reso- 
lutions Moscow, Paris and Beijing have been calling above 
all for restraint in dealing with Iraq and urging the adop- 
tion of a timetable for lifting the punitive sanctions 
slammed against it for the past seven -and-a-baif years. 

In any and all cases, what needs to be resolved once and 
forafl is not the new-old dispute over the composition of the 
UNSCOM inspection units or the wrangling among the 
nuyor powers over how to serve their own political inter- 
ests. For one thing, neither the US. nor Iraq should make 
a big issue of the make-up of the inspection teams or over 
the flag of the spy plane that is supposed to make recon- 
naissance flights over the country. Both points of view 
strike us as amenable to compromise. There is no doubt 
that there are qualified Russian or French or Chinese 
inspectors who can carry out the necessary inspection 
duties just as weC as the .Americans. Besides, the resolution 
of the problem should not be made the central point 
around which the whole question of Iraq should revolve. 

After so many years of conflict instability and suffering, 
the debate should be over how the people of Iraq can have 
the chance to live again and for the country as a whole to 
survive against the odds of division, dependence and loss of 
integrity and sovereignty’. It is unfair for Iraq and its peo- 
ple to continue to be subjugated to embargoes and boy cotts 
that are hurting the innocent more than those responable 
for the flare-up in the Gulf in 1990. The endless and futile 
searches in the Iraqi sands fur a possible presence of bio- 
logical or chemical weapons cannot go on indefinitely. 
Another formula should be devised for the resolution of 
not just this but all other outstanding questions. The par- 
ties should go beyond die point of deploying force for the 
settlement of the Iraqi case just as peaceful methods are 
ripe for deployment even at this bate hour. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FAHED FANEK. ;t writer for Al Ra’i, said Saturday that the 
U.S.'s li>t of countries ciuourasing terrorism should lx lopped b> 
Israel whose actions throughout its history proved that it is a ter- 
rorist nation, instead of hu\ mu on the list countries like Syria and 
Iraq w-hont the U.S. accuses of encouraging terrorism and who 
were never proved to he of this nature, die U.S. should place the 
Jewish Mate which is known to have committed a long chain of 
terrorist actions against Arabs, foreigners and even Israelis. In 
Lebanon the Israelis under the Labour government committed a 
collective murder against civilians taking refuge in the U.N. com- 
pound. In Israel the former Labour leader Shimon Peres ordered 
the assassination of Yahya Avyash. Hamas' master bomb maker 
who spearheaded efforts to fight Israeli occupation of Palestinian 
territories: the former Israeli Premier Yitzhak Rabin ordered the 
assassination of Fathi Shiqaqi. head of the Islamic Jihad, in Malta: 
and the founders of the Jew ish state like Begin and Shamir have 
been condemned by the world for their terrorist attacks in 
Palestine and their blowing up of the King David Hotel and for 
massacring women and children in Deir Yassin. The writer said 
that one of the most striking examples manifesting Israel's terror- 
ist nature was the Israeli attempt to assassinate Khaled Misha'al. 
the head of the Hamas bureau in Amman. Despite these actions, 
and following the attack on Misha'al in Amman, said the writer. 

Netanyahu's popularity rose in Israel. He said this means that the 
whole Israeli society is inclined towards terrorism. 


DUSTOl’R daily on Saturday hailed a decision by the 
European Union which called for a reconsideration ot the 
[urcipeun-Israeii dialogue because such dialogue has not 
ichicved any progress in the peace process. The paper said that 
lie European declaration has rightly pointed out the deadlocked 
<eaee process and the deterioration of the situation in the Middle 
•asi due to Israel's refusal to implement the peace accords. The 
■uropeans have demanded that Israel end its siege of Palestinian 
frritoritfs. remove restrictions on trade and remove the causes of 
:nsion which are leading the region towards violence, according 
ci the piper. In their declaration the Europeans have stressed that 
he ponies who continue to finance projects of peace cannot stand 
die and watch the Israelis ruin the chances of permanent peace, 
he paper continued. The U.S. which has so far excluded Europe 
rom taking active part in the peace process, should now admit its 
lilure and shinild open the way lor the Europeans, a move which 
as become vital if the peace process is to be salvaged, detnand- 
j the paper. It expressed hup* that Europe will back its declara- 
on with practical actions since it holds elements of pressure to be 
xereived on the Jewish slate. 



Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


A budget dictated by circumstances 


A BUDGET normally represents a financial translation of 
a particular government's policies and plans for a coming 
year. Not so in Jordan, where the budget hardly differs 
from one government to another. 

Budgets in Jordan are dictated by the surrounding cir- 
cumstances and the available resources in a given year. 
Has the budget for 1998 been prepared by the previous 
government or the coming government it would not be 
different in a substantial manner. 

So much so that change of Jordanian governments, or 
their reshuffle rakes place immediately after the budget is 
approved by the Parliament. A new government would be 
happy with a ready budget, and have no problem in act- 
ing according to the plans laid by another government. 

A finance minister in a developed country will usually 
draft the budget by listing the accessory expenditures and 
programmes to be implemented in the fiscal year, then he 
will plan for raising the money needed to finance the 
envisaged expenditures and programmes. In our case the 
minister of finance will first identify the financial 
resources that he can mobilise, and then would allow' as 
much expenditure as the volume of revenues allows. The 
figure representing the bottom line i.e.. the deficit may be 


decided in advance. 

When the current economic adjustment programme 
agreed with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) was 
put into work in late 1991. the public expenditure used to 
form 40 per cent of gross domestic product tGDP). This 
is a very high percentage in a country that boasts a free 
market economy. The programme aimed, among other 
things, to reduce the share of GDP that goes to the central 
government In terms of GDP. the programme was suc- 
cessful in reducing the size of the budget since 1991 by 
around one percentage point a year. The budget, ot 
course, continued to grow but at a slower puce than the 
growth of the economy as a whole, a sign considered 
healthy according to the so-called Washington consensus. 

The fact that Jordan is adhering to an IMF programme 
should, in itself, guarantee a measure ot complementarity 
between the fiscal policy and the monetary policy. 
However, this is hardly the case. For good or bad. the two 
policies are extremely independent of each other. Since 
fiscal policy is dictated by domestic, regional, and inter- 
national circumstances, it is the duty of the monetary pol- 
icy to take into account what is happening on the budget 
front. While the covemor of the Central Bank is worried 


about foreign exchange reserves, inflation and liquidity, 
the minister of finance can't care less about the theoreti- 
cal concepts. He only worries about the deficit and debt 
management, he tries to make ends meet. 

Jordan's budget for 199S amounts to JD1.9S7 million 
<$2.S billion) of which only 9.4 per cent will be in the 
form of foreign grants. The progress towards financial 
self-sufficiency is demonstrated by the fact that domestic 
revenue covers all recurrent expenditures plus 77 per cent 
of capital expenditures. 

As far as debt service is concerned, all interest will be 
paid out of domestic revenue being classified in the bud- 
get as current expenditure, but all principal amounts plus 
some S50 million will be paid by drawing on fresh loans. 
The outstanding debt will thus remain the same with a 
slight increase in absolute figures, but it will continue to 
decline as a percentage of GDP to become in the range of 
S5 per cent. This percentage excludes short-term debt and 
all the indebtedness of the private sector if it is not guar- 
anteed by the government. However, foreign debt unac- 
counted for is not much. 


Indonesia: The real meaning of ‘meltdown’ 


Bv Gwvnne Dver 


“I DECLARE my determination to become 
the leader of our nation and our people, if 
this is indeed the consensus of our people." 

— Mecawati Sukarnoputri. 10 January 
1997 


It finally took a woman, the daughter of 
Indonesia's first president, to challenge 
openly the man who has ruled the country 
since 1967. By doing so, she may have set 
long-overdue changes in motion in 
Indonesia. But in the midst of the great 
Asian financial crisis, she is scoring the 
pants off the people who think they're in 
charge of the world economy. 

Six weeks ago. when 1 was last in Jakarta, 
it seemed like the same conversation almost 
every evening. The second bottle of cognac 
or claret would arrive at the table, and some 
worried member of Indonesia’s interlocking 
political/commercial/military/media elites 
would start reciting the farewell speech they 
should make to President Suharto: ’'Thank 
you for your services. Your family's inter- 
ests will be protected. But it’s really time to 
let go." 

They weren’t afraid of being reported to 
Suharto or his ‘family’ (who control up to 
10 per cent of the national economy). 
Indonesia is not that sort of police state, and 
besides the elites all went to the same 
schools. They all agreed that while Suharto 
may have served the nation’s interest 30 
years ago, he is now long past his sell-by 
date, and doing the country positive harm. 


But they couldn’t bring themselves to bell 
the cat. Amidst many references to Javanese 
court traditions, they would confess that 
they couldn't imagine telling the ‘old man’ 
it was time to go. So they were resigned to 
Suharto winning the March 10 presidential 
election, and going on to a seventh 5-year 
terra of office. 

At that poinL the Indonesian rupiah, hav- 
ing halved in value since September, was 
trading at around 5.000 to the dollar. 

Three weeks ago. there was a major health 
scare about Suharto. Returning from a 
round-the-world trip, the 76-year-old 
Indonesian president succumbed to extreme 
fatigue and cancelled all his appointments 
for 10 days. 

Confronted with the concrete prospecr of 
Suharto’s absence, Indonesians and foreign 
analysts alike suddenly concluded that they 
couldn’t possibly do without him. The 
Indonesian stock market and currency 
didn't stabilise until he reappeared. 

At that point, the rupiah had fallen to 
around 7,000 to the dollar. 

Then last week. Suharto’s government 
published its budget for next year — and it 
was the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and sundry others that panicked. For 
Suharto, concerned by street demos in 
Indonesia's big cities (where 4 million peo- 
ple have lost their jobs in the past few 
months), had broken most of the promises 
he had made to the IMF about cutting sub- 
sidies. balancing the budget, and restructur- 
ing the economy. 

The IMF has committed $23 billion to 


help Indonesia meet its short-term foreign 
debLs. and some of the money has already 
been handed over. Basically, Suharto was 
gambling that in breaking his end of the bar- 
gain he could call the IMF’s bluff, because 
it wouldn’t dare let the world's fourth most 
populous country choose the only other 
option: defaulting on its debt. 

The rupiah and the Indonesian stock mar- 
ket went into another vertical fall: by 
Friday, the rupiah was 10,000 to the dollar. 
U.S. President Bill Clinton called Suharto 
from Air Force One. urging him to think 
things over. Two IMF officials and U.S. 
Deputy Treasury Secretary Lawrence 
Summers scrambled into the air and flew to 
Jakarta for a closer look at the threat. 

And Megawati Sukarnoputri, at a ceremo- 
ny marking the 25th anniversary of the 
Indonesian Democratic Party', declared her- 
self a candidate for Suharto's job. If she 
doesn't get it. somebody else probably will. 
All bets are off in Indonesia now, as influ- 
ential people and groups become convinced 
that stability cannot be restored so long as 
Suharto and bis family bang on. 

Tliis is basically good news for Indonesia, 
even if it feels like bad timing. .After all. 
democratic change was unlikely to begin 
until the Indonesian 'economic miracle' lost 
some of its shine. The problem is the rest of . 
the world. 

Suharto's government is playing 'chicken' 
with the IMF. implicitly threatening to 
default unless it gets away w ith breaking the 
agreement. If it falls, then a new democrat- 
ic government — or a military reeime. if it 


Mideast peace process: Three options for Clinton 


Bv Thomas L. Friedman 


WASHINGTON — Next 
week Benyumin Netanyahu 
and Yasser Arafat will visit 
Washington in die latest last- 
ditch effort to revive the 
peace process. Bill Clinton 
will have the opportunity to 
make some very clear choic- 
es. Let us hope he is up to it. 

In preparation for these vis- 
its. the Ignited States asked 
Israelis and Palestinians to 
do two things. Israel was 
asked to produce a plan for 
the second phase of rede- 
ployment. obligated under 
the Oslo accords, that would 
turn over to Palestinian con- 
trol an additional 12 to 15 per 
cent of the West Bank. 

The Palestinians were 
asked to sit with the CLA and 
the Israeli military and work 
out a mutually acceptable 
plan for ensuring Israeli and 
Palestinian security as a pre- 
lude to final-status talks. 

According to the Israeli 
press, the Palestinians, the 
CIA and the Israeli military 
worked out a draft security plan last month 
that was satisfactory to Israel's generals, but 
it was rejected by Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
partly on grounds that it required Israel to 
deal with Its own "extremists" (radical set- 
tlers). which created political problems for 
Mr. Netanyahu, and partly because he did not 
w ant to have the pressure of an acceptable 
security framework having been worked out 
by his own generals and the Palestinians at a 
time when he was having problems produc- 
ing his withdrawal side of the bargain. 

fn any event. Mr. Netanyahu is expected to 
bring a plan that will include something in the 
10 per cent range of an Israeli withdrawal — 
not bad — but laden with political conditions. 

He apparently wants a five-month hiatus 
before any withdrawal, during which 
Palestinian commitments on security, as well 
as a host of other political demands (such as 
toning down anti-Israeli Palestinian rhetoric), 
will be tested. Then, after the five months, the 
Israeli cabinet would vote on whether it 
thinks the Palestinians have met Israel’s 
demands for “reciprocity." If not. no with- 
drawal. That means that any cabinet member 
could scuttle the deal. 

How should the United States respond? It 
has three options. 

Option I: Work with whatever Mr. 



Netanyahu brings. He says this is all he can 
get out of his fragile coalition. Fine, let us try 
to sell it to Chairman Arafat. 

But to sell it to Mr. Arafat, the United Slates 
just cannot say that this is all Mr. Netanyahu 
can offer. Lake it or leave it. That would go 
nowhere and would undermine U.S. credibil- 
ity. Both Mr. Netanyahu's and Mr. Arafat's 
political concerns should be addressed. 

Therefore, the United States should propose 
a phased withdrawal. Israel would withdraw 
2 per cent in the first month in return for 
Palestinian completion of the security accord: 
2 per cent in month two in return for 
Palestinians’ rewriting of their covenant; 2 
per cent in month three, etc. Reciprocity for 
reciprocity. 

And both sides should desist from unilater- 
al steps, whether it is Israeli settlements. 
Palestinian activities in Jerusalem or efforts 
to delegitimise the other, that will upset the 
programme. (Mr. Netanyahu delegiii raises 
Mr. Arafat as much as Mr. Arafat s*mcars him. 
Both need fo stop. Reciprocity ft»r reciproci- 
ty). The whole idea is to build an environ- 
ment that would give final-status talks a 
chance to succeed. 

If Mr. Netanyahu is serious about reciproc- 
ity and living up to his commitments, this 
plan could work. If Mr. Arafat is serious 


about getting quickly to final-status talks and 
living up to his commitments, this plan could 
work. 

Option 2: The United States concludes that 
the gap between Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat is unbridgeable. In this case, it should 
declare publicly what it believes would be a 
lair deal: A second-phase withdrawal in the 
I IJ per cent range, a lime-out in Israeli settle- 
ment building, and a Palestinian-Isradi secu- 
rity accord that meets the legitimate demands 
of the Israeli cabinet. If the parties want to 
walk away from that, then the United States 
will walk away trom the peace process, leav- 
ing the parlies on their own. 

No doubt in the short run both Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat would try to spin 
such a U.S. walkout to their political advan- 
tage. But in the long run neither man can 
afford to stand before his people, naked, 
alienated from the United States and without 
any peace process. Trust me. 

Option 1 3: Mr. Clinton fumes in private, says 
nothing in public and proceeds with a peace 
process he knows will go nowhere. 

God save us from Option 3. 


The Neu- York Times 


LETTERS 


‘I have had enough’ 


This is an open letter to any organi- 
sation protecting animals in this 
counirv 


To the Editor: 


ANIMALS IN this country an: 
treated abominably on u daily basis. 
I have seen often how donkeys and 
other animals are treated. A crippled 
bag of bones that barely resembled a 
horse being beaten mercilessly as it 
struggled to puli a can load of heat- 
ing fuel. Why do I so often see chil- 
dren beating a donkey as they go 
from house to house collecting old 
bread and food. I suppose that one 
could sav that if these children were 
in school, as [hey should be. then 
they just might I earn that animals 
are not around just to be cruelly 
abused. Therefore I urge these peo- 
ple who give to these children to say- 
something. Often the children are 
not beating the defenceless creature 
to make it move but they do it as 
they stand chatting together. I called 
to them on numerous occasions say- 
ing this is hurani hoping that they 
will stop but the response was just a 
stream of abuse and laughter as iff 
was mad to say such thing. Surely 
more of us in Jordan, when seeing 
this abuse of one of God’s creatures 
on our street**, should be prepared to 
do something. 

A few weete ago. on a back street 
in Aqaba I discovered a group of 
children gleefully stoning 3 puppy. 
My intervention probably saved this 
tiny dog from a painful death. Why 
do so many of us see this happening 
on a daily basis and choose to ignore 
it? Should we not be more caring 
about animals as Muslims especial- 
ly in Ramadan or is the often heard 
cliche true that we don’t care about 
people so why should we care about 
animals. 

In case there is an organisation in 
Jordan that is concerned wiih ani- 
mal welfare I am sure that there are 
concerned people who would appre- 
ciate an address and phonc-faN 
number 

Arafeb Al As hi 

Amman 
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comes to that — will need all the popular 
support it can geL and is almost bound to 
declare a moratorium on its foreign debts. 
This is when the ride gets exciting, for 
Indonesia is not the only Asian country fac- 
ing this temptation. 

The IMF has demanded spending cuts, 
bankruptcies and wholesale restructuring as 
the price of its Asian bail-outs. But on the 
other side there is resentment at foreign 
interference, the resistance of entrenched 
interests — and the ever-present option to 
just default on the loans. South Korea came 
dose in December, and Thailand is now 
talking about renegotiating its IMF deal. 

Indonesia's total foreign debt is $133 bil- 
lion. South Korea’s is close to $160 billion. 
Add the Philippines. Malaysia, and 
Thailand, and the total amount of debt that 
might be defaulted on. if the Indonesian 
slide takes its Asian neighbours with it, is 
around $400 billion. 

That’s a large wad of money, it gets a lot 
bigger when you recall that banks have w 
keep capital equal to 8 per cent of their 
loans. If they must write off $400 billion in 
bad debLs. that money comes right out ot 
their capital reserves — which means that 
they must call in S5 trillion in other loans to 
restore the legal ratio. 

At that poinL Asia’s problems become 
everybody’s problems, as the entire global 
economy tumbles out of control. But don’t 
let me depress you. 
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Women’s place at 
prayer sparks debate 
on Turkish Islam 


By Susanne Gusten 

Agenee France Presse 

ISTANBUL — A mufti in 
the Aegean town of Izmir 
has inadvertently sparked 
a fiery debate in Turkey 
that could redefine rela- 
tions between religion and 
state in this predominant- 
ly Muslim but secularly 
governed country. 

" "l really didn’i mean to 
cause all this fuss. - ' said 
Nadir Kuru. mufii of 
Izmir’s Karsiyuku district, 
who sparked an uproar 
with an invitation to 
women present at a recent 
funeral to join the men in 
prayer. 

”1 just couldn't hear to 
see the women crying off 
in a corner.” he said. 

But his kindly gesture 
has set off a public debate 
about a specific Turkish 
form of Islam suited to a 
secular country, where 
women enjoy equal rights 
in ihe political sphere." 

In Turkey, muftis, who 
are local religious leaders, 
are appointed by the state 
through the Department 
of Religious Affairs. 

The storm coincidered 
with an expected Consti- 
tutional Court ruling on 
whether or not to dissolve 
the Islamic Welfare Party, 
amid efforts by the state 
to win back sonic of the 
Islamic- based vote. 

State prosecutors have 
charged Welfare with 
attempting to overthrow 
Turkey’s secular regime 
and seek its closure, after 
a one-year term last year 
by the first Islamist prime 


minister. Welfare's 

Neemettin Erbakan, was 
marred bv major rows 
with the army generals 
over what they saw as 
creeping Islamisation. 

The daily Hurriyet 
dubbed Kuru the “Taboo- 
hreaking Mufti" over the 
incident, in which he 
admitted women to the 
first row of mourners at 
the funeral prayer. 

Among the lirsl to lend 
suppori to this breach of 
tradition was the govern- 
ment's Department of 
Religious Affairs. 

And a day after the con- 
troversial luncral in Izmir, 
Turkey's President Suley- 
man Dcinirel attended a 
funeral in Ankara where a 
woman also stood in the 
Iront row. 

The Department of Reli- 
gious Affairs took things 
one step further on 
Wednesday by suggesting 
that women should also 
he admitted to Friday 
prayers and to the special 
prayers marking the end 
of the fasting month of 
Ramadan, up to now off 
limits to them. 

"There is no law in the 
Koran or in Islam pro- 
hibiting women from 
joining in these prayers.” 
said the head of the 
department. Mehmet Nuri 
Yilmaz. in a statement 
carried by the semi-offi- 
cial Turkish news agency 
Anatolia. 

Yilmaz called on women 
to take pan in the prayers 
ending Ramadan at sun- 
rise on Jan. 29 in Ankara. 

The call for reform is 


also supported hy the 
dean of the Theological 
Faculty at the University 
of Istanbul. Yasar Nuri 
O/.turk. 

“Women can join in the 
funeral prayer as well as 
Friday and Ramadan 
prayers,” Ozturk said. 
"This was the practice in 
the lifetime of the 
Prophet.” 

In the public debate, a 
columnist pointed to "the 
principles of Turkish 
Islam handed down from 
the Ottomans.” These 
included that rules and 
traditions should change 
with the times, she wrote. 

"Women are not second- 
class citizens or treated as 
objects in Turkish cul- 
ture." wrote another 
columnist in Hurriyet on 
Wednesday. 

"Turks have stopped 
being led by the Arabs, 
they are finding their own 
interpretations of Islam." 

But such a breach with 
tradition has found sharp 
criticism, especially from 
the conservative clergy 
and traditional circles. 

"When you move your 
head while praying, you 
see women.” objected the 
mufii of Bilecik. Nee Jet 
Ceiin. "This is not appro- 
priate." 

Not all the critics are as 
soft-spoken. 

”1 have received numer- 
ous threatening telephone 
calls,” Mufti Nadir Kuru 
reported. “But I have not 
asked for protection." he 
added. "My life was given 
me by Allah.” 


Cheaper driving could 
put more Americans 
in diesel cars 


By Martha Hindes 

A Renee Fra nee Press e 

DETROIT, Michigan — 
Economics, according to 
industry experts, are like- 
ly to determine whether 
diesel versions of Volk- 
swagen’s t VW ) new Bee- 
tle compact car will 
appeal to U.S. buyers. 

Diesel engines, while 
long popular in Europe, 
have been virtually 
ignored by U.S. drivers 
who have not faced the 
high fuel costs found in 
other countries. 

Diesels were one of the 
technologies spotlighted 
by several automakers in 
the opening days of the 
North American Interna- 
tional Auto Show, which 
runs through Jan. 19 in 
Detroit. 

New diesel technology 
is considered a critical 
element in many hybrid 
fuel research pro- 
grammes now underway. 

Bui it could take con- 
siderable effort to con- 
vince fickle American 
consumers to switch to 
diesel-pow'ered vehicles, 
which have primarily 
been used for heavy-duty 
work in tractors and 
semi-trucks. 

Their only brief accep- 
tance in passenger vehi- 
cles was during the ener- 
gy crises of the 1970s. 
That’s when drivers were 
faced with the rarity of 
long lines at filling sta- 
tions and steeply rising 
fuel prices. 

Most Americans have 
bad memories about 
diesel engines, usually 
associating them with old 
trucks and buses that 
belched thick, smelly, 
black smoke, or with 
diesel cars that had ago- 
nisingly slow accelera- 
tion. 


Today’s diesels are a 
brand new product, said 
Peter Harizeli. light-duty 
engine spokesman for 
diesel manufacturer 
Cummins Engine Co. 
"They're clean. They 
don’t smell. They're not 
the ones people remem- 
ber from the 70s." 

VW is one of the com- 
panies that soon could 
begin selling diesel ver- 
sions of its vehicles in 
the U.S. Mercedes-Benz 
is adding u diesel engine 
to its U.S. -built. M Class 
sport utility vehicle it 
will export" to Europe, 
but has not yet decided if 
it will sell that version in 
America. 


's 1.9 litre turbo. 

injection diesel 
that delivers about 
rse power will go in 
10 per cent of its 
leefles to be built in 
:o. The company 
iot yet determined 
nany of those will 
luded in the 50.000 
:s slated for the 
narket. according to 
spokesman Tony 
dpour. 

iesel Beetle proba- 
ould have about a 

0 premium over the 
>f the gasoline ver- 
said Mr. H arize II. 
iesel engines have 
- three times the 
jlity and com much 

1 operate, he added. 
iel technology also 
ying a major role in 
?pine fuel efficient, 
ow emissions vehi- 
i f the future, partly 
se they do noi 
d on spark plugs 
ie fuel burns more 
mtly. 

Big Three 


under a government 
approved cooperative 
effort called Partnership 


for a New Generation of 
Vehicles (PNGV). are 
exploring the possibility 
of using hybrid diesel 
engines paired with small 
electric motors in pro- 
duction vehicles as earlv 
as 2003. 

Although diesel en- 
gines emit some micro- 
scopic pollutants called 
particulates, they can 
help reduce greenhouse 
gases such as nitrogen 
oxides that contribute 
heavily to smog. 

That was one of the key 
concerns at the Kyoto 
conference on air quality 
late last year. "What con- 
tributes to greenhouse 
gases are hydrocarbons," 
said Mr. Hartzell. "So 
gasoline is bad and 
diesels are better.” 

Added Mercedes-Benz 
spokesman Fred Heiler: 
"Basically a diesel 
engine makes more soot 
than gasoline. But they 
make a whole lot less 
than everything else." 

Mercedes-Benz is the 
leader in diesel passenger 
cars worldwide, he 
added. "We invented 
them ... We could begin 
shifting our mix from 
gasoline to diesel rela- 
tively quickly and pain- 
lessly” for the U.S. mar- 
ket. 

Although diesels have 
increased dramatically in 
performance during the 
past few years, a major 
benefit for Americans 
would more likely be the 
cheaper cost of opera- 
tion. said Mr. Heiler. 

"For most people inter- 
ested in a diesel, power is 
not a priority. Fuel econ- 
omy is.” he said. “A 
number of them are more 
interested in how many 
days or weeks they cun 
drive before they have to 
fill up.” 
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e'est la capote ! 



People watch a new poster showing a truck driver holding a condom. This poster is part of the campaign of prevention against AIDS wich start- 
ed January 15 in Ivory Coast. Fourteen other posters will be displayed along the road beetween Abidjan and Ouagadougou (AFP photo I 

Ivory Coast AIDS awareness 
campaign hits the road, literally 


By Michele Leridon 

Arc nee France Presse 

ABIDJAN — Condoni- 
vending machines and 
posters advising "Your 
rubber is your brother” 
are set to’ be common 
sights on Ivorian roads, 
as health officials target 
truck drivers in their lat- 
est campaign to fight the 
AIDS epidemic. 

"Truck drivers ure u 
particularly vulnerable 
group." Ivorian Health 
Minister Maurice 

Guikuhue, who launched 
the campaign. said 
Thursday, as health- 
workers gave condom 
demonstrations using 
wooden phalluses. 

"They travel for long 
periods away from their 


regular partner in a 
tempting environment," 
explained Guikahue, 
who hopes the West 
African campaign will 
reduce infection rates 
reaching II per cent of 
the population in Ivory 
Coast and seven per cent 
in neighbouring Burkina 
Faso. 

“There are whole 
towns which only come 
alive at night, when the 
drivers arrive. But it’s 
not just the drivers, it’s 
young (female) vendors 
of water, sweets and 
bread that we need to 
protect.” said the minis- 
ter. 

Guikahue unveiled the 
first of 15 posters lining 
the route from Abidjan 
to Burkina’s capital Oua- 


gadougou showing a 
smiling driver brandish- 
ing a packet of the well- 
known Prudence brand 
condoms. 

The poster is cap- 
tioned: "Have a nice 
journev. watch out for 
AIDS/’ 

The poster's hero. "My 
friend K." also appears 
on radio and television, 
where he recounts his 
international adventures 
with his apprentices. 
Brahima and Adama, 
who spend much time 
ogling young vendors. 

Condom machines are 
due to appear on main 
roads in coming months. 
Drivers will receive 
training and will be 
encouraged to spread the 
word about the values of 


"faithfulness, absti- 
nence. or. in the case of 
unendurable temptation, 
condom use." 

At the launch ceremo- 
ny in Attecoube. on the 
outskirts of Abidjan, 
actors performed a 
playlet set in a truckstop 
complete with tempting 
orange-sellers, n high- 
way playboy “with a girl 
in every town” and his 
boss. 

To an audience of smil- 
ing truckers and police- 
men. the boss used a 
wooden phallus to show 
how to put on a condom. 
He also explained that 
“even pretty, chubby 
girls can have AIDS.” 

Some of the drivers 
“who have lost friends 
that wav" said they 


would take the necessary 
precautions. 

But others claimed 
“not to trust this AIDS 
thing.” 

"You can't feel any- 
thing with a condom." 
insisted Kone Sirkissi. 
who said he is a big hit 
with the girls because he 
is “a good-looking, 
charming guy." 

He became less cocky 
when the conversation 
turned to testing for the 
HIV virus. “That scares 
me. If they said I had 
AIDS. 1 wouldn't be able 
to sleep." he said. 

Other campaigns for 
the road to Mali are in 
the pipeline. 


German museum asks Louvre 
to return ‘war booty’ 


By Laurent Lozano 

A Renee France Presse 

WUPPERTAL — It all 
started when a stray fax 
landed "by mistake” on 
the director's desk last 
year and prompted a 
small German art muse- 
um to challenge the 
world-famous Louvre to 
return its “war booty.” 

Some 15 paintings, 
including works by mas- 
ters such as Renoir. 
Delacroix and Ingres, 
had gone missing from 
the Von der Heydt Muse- 
um — formerly known 
as the Elberfeld Museum 
— since the end of 
World War II. 

They were seized by 
Allied forces, but never 
broke its silence nor 
attempted to locate or 
recover them out of a 
combination of post-war 
guilt and reconciliation, 
museum director Sabine 
Fehlemunn said. 

But the memory haunt- 
ed those who had known 
and regretted the loss of 
such works as "The 
Bather” by Renoir, a pic- 
ture of an Arab officer 
and another of a jew- 
ellery salesman by 
Delacroix. "Head of 


Zeus” by Ingres and 
“Cumarefs Door" by 
Boudin. 

They were thought to 
have vanished in the 
chaos of the war, like 
220 other former posses- 
sions of the museum, 
including ISO confiscat- 
ed by the Nazis who 
deemed them "degener- 
ate.” 

Then in early 1997 a 
fax arrived at the Von 
der Heydt Museum “by 
mistake.” said Fehle- 
munn. 

It had been sent by the 
Louvre museum in the 
French capital and 
detailed a painting of a 
nude woman by Renoir. 
Fehlemann immediately 
went to Paris to have a 
closer look. A label on 
the back of the work’s 
frame was marked: 
“From the Koblenz 
warehouse — sold by 
Bignon for 150,000 
francs to the Wuppertal 
museum — second con- 
voy Baden-Baden." 

The museum director 
was elated. For her this 
was part of the muse- 
um’s property that had 
been seized by French 
troops stationed in 
Koblenz from a storage 


warehouse where it had 
been placed to escape air 
raids. 

She soon found other 
lost paintings in the Lou- 
vre bearing labels indi- 
cating their provenance, 
or on the French muse- 
um's internet site. 

But now a new battle 
arose over whether the 
Wuppertal museum's 
paintings had in fact 
originally come from 
France, having been 
looted from there during 
the Nazi occupation. 

Fehlemann says no. but 
the French museum 
board, the Direction des 
M usees Nationaux. says 
yes. 

"Between 1944 and 
1949/' said French 
museums spokesman 
Robert Fohr. “61,000 
paintings and artworks 
from France were recov- 
ered by the Allies. 
“More than 45,000 were 
returned to their owners 
and 13.000 without artis- 
tic value sold, while the 
museum board took over 
the remaining 2,000 
which are exhibited in 
Freneh museums." Fohr 
said. 

These 2.000 orphaned 
works today are consid- 


ered “spoils of war.” a 
term that strikes a raw 
nerve in Germany, which 
has been negotiating for 
years to recover a huge 
amount of properly 
amassed by the Soviet 
army of occupation. 

Fohr said most of the 
2,000 works were 
bought on the Parisian 
art market during the 
Nazi occupation of 
France for German 
niuseums or collectors, 
including dictator Adolf 
Hiller, airforce chief 
Hermann Goering and 
Foreign Minister Joa- 
chim von Ribbentrop. 
The transactions thus 
fall under an agreement 
adopted by Allied forces 
in 1943 that annuls all 
transactions conducted 
on occupied territory, 
even those with u sem- 
blance of legality, he 
said. 

Fohr said it was to 
silence "malevolent 
rumours” that France 
displayed these artworks 
in several exhibitions in 
1997. 

Fehlemann. however, 
insists that certain paint- 
ings were bought before 
the Nazi occupation in 
France, and others were 


not bought by Nazis. 

Fohr retons that the 
matter is one to be dealt 
with on a government 
level, and so far no offi- 
cial state-to-siaie claim 
i has been filed. 

In a message on Jan. 2. 
the German interior min- 
istry urged Fehlemann 
to show “patience.” 
insisting the legality of 
the problem must be 
studied first. 

Fehlemann said she 
took this as meaning 
“don't upset the neigh- 
bours. " But she is not 
holding a grudge, and 
pending further action, 
has agreed to lend works 
by Leger and by Van 
Gogh for exhibitions in 
France. 

The German museum's 
claims coincide wiih 
speculation on the find- 
ings of a French govern- 
ment committee on the 
seizure of Jewish assets 
in France during the war. 

The committee's most 
spectacular conclusions 
are expected to touch on 
the restitution of some 
these 2.000 orphaned 
artworks sent to French 
museums after the war 
from Germany. 
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Bonn offers Jordan best terms for debt rescheduling 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special m the Jnrdan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan and 
Germany have concluded 
a S54 million (DM94 mil- 
lion) debt rescheduling 
agreement, the fourth 
such an accord between 
the two countries since 
1989. Odeh Sweiss. direc- 
tor of the finance depart- 
ment at the Ministry of 
Finance, announced Sat- 
urday. 

Dr. Sweiss. who led a 
three-member Jordanian 
team to negotiate with 
their German counterparts 
in Bonn last week, said 
the accord was “the best 
agreement the Kingdom 
has managed to secure 


with Germany.” 

The Jordanian delega- 
tion included two offi- 
cials from the Finance 
Ministry and a third from 
the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ). 

Two members of the 
Jordanian embassy in 
Bonn joined the delega- 
tion during their talks 
with German officials. Dr. 
Sweiss added. 

The deal stipulates 
rescheduling DM 90 mil- 
lion from the mutual 
loans at 2.70 per cent 
interest, down from rate 
2.7 per cent. 

He added that the other 
DM 4 million, part of the 
export loans given to the 
Kingdom, were resched- 


uled at an interest rate of 
seven per cent, down 
from 8.15 per cent. 

The rescheduled amount 
is about 1 3 per cent of the 
total debt to Germany, 
which amounts to $405 
million. Dr. Sweiss 
added. 

The agreement allows 
the Kingdom to swap the 
DM 94 million to finance 
local projects in the King- 
dom. especially those 
related to water, environ- 
ment and the social safety 
package projects, with a 
50 per cent rate of 
redemption. 

“This is the best agree- 
ment we could secure 
from Germany since the 
first rescheduling agree- 


ment in 1989.” Dr. Sweiss 
told the Jordan Times. 
“The best in all terms 
especially in the interest 
rate conditions." 

“According to the 
agreement, every dollar 
we spend to Finance local 
projects will be doubled 
German govem- 
indicated Dr. 


by the 
ment," 
Sweiss. 
“This 


means 


that the 
DM 94 million could be 
used for financing local 
projects in the country so 
we will not be obliged to 
repay the amount with 
additional interest," the 
finance ministry official 
explained. 

Such an agreement will 
enhance the balance of 


payments of the Kingdom 
as it will exempt Jordan 
from repaying the debt 
and interest. 

“We have enough pro- 
jects for the water sector 
as well as the social safe- 
ty package and we would 
be able to fully use the 
amount to finance these 
projects,” Dr. Sweiss 
said. 

He added that another 


round of negotiations will 
be conducted next year to 
reschedu le another 

amount of the German 
debt. 

Dr. Sweiss said the 
Kingdom is expected to 
launch talks with Italy 
and Canada to reschedule 
its some of its debts to 
these countries. He did 
not give a date for these 
talks. 


Deluxe Furnished Flat For Rent 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting, living and dining 
rooms, with spacious kitchen. 2 balconies, separate 
central and solar heating and telephone. 

N.B. A furnished villa is also available. 

Please call Tel.: 846162 


Study: Government 
pricing hindered 
growth of 5 major 
Jordanian firms 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan's top five 
sure-run companies have earned 
a total net profit of JD 69 million 
in 1996. according to a study 
released by the Amman Cham- 
ber of Indusuy on Saturday. 

Bui the study covering the Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines Company, 
the Jordan Petroleum Refinery, 
the Jordan Cement Factories, the 
Arab Potash Company, and the 
Jordanian Electric Power Com- 
pany iJEPCO). said profits did 
not reach aspired levels because 
of government intervention in 
pricing. 

Government pricing hindered 
the growth of the five companies 
whose total capita] stood at 
JD23 1 million — accounting for 
40 per cent of the capital of 
industrial public shareholding 
firms, the study said. 

. These companies are run and 
operated under government con- 
cession. with the government 
signing most international agree- 
ments for them and fixing their 
prices. 

Their ussei> of JD 1 .43 1 billion 
accounted for 70 per cent of the 
assets of Jordan's industrial pub- 
lic shareholding companies esti- 
mated at JD2 billion. 

According to the study, the 
five companies paid the govern- 
ment a total of JD152.5 million 
in taxes and duties in 19% — 
more than tire amount they spent 
on employee wages. 

The figure, the study added, 
accounted for 45 per cent of total 
spending on wages of civil ser- 
vants which reached JD336 mil- 


lion. 

Three of the five companies 
provided Jordanians with their 
needs of petroleum and its by- 
products as well as electricity. 

The rest are major hard curren- 
cy earners from exports of 
potash and phosphates that 
reached JD293 million in 1996 
— accounting for 30 per cent of 
national exports. 

The five companies also repre- 
sent a leading example of joint 
investments as Arab individuals 
and companies own 41 per cent 
of the capital of the Arab Potash 
Co. 17 per cent of the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery and 19 per 
cent of the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company. 

The phosphate firm has also 
signed contracts worth millions 
of dollars with India. Pakistan, 
and Japan to produce fertilisers 
and to utilise Dead Sea salts. 

The five companies have a 
total of 108,000 shareholders. 

Government institutions own 
14.8 per cent of JEPCO shares. 
69.2 percent of the shares of the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Co.. 
1 7.4 per cent of the Jordan Petro- 
leum Refinery shares. 55.8 per 
cent of the shares of both the 
Arab Potash and Jordan Cement 
companies. 

According to the study, there 
was no private sector that had the 
necessary capital and experience 
to set up such companies provid- 
ing strategic services for Jordan 
when those companies were 
founded. 

The Jordan Petroleum Refin- 
ery is the only company in the 
Arab World with private sector 
shareholding. 
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PAST 12 
HjRfl — 


WORTHS COMPANY'S NAME 


t m 


P / 8 


NO. 

or 

TRANS. 


no. or 

SHAKES 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


CLOSE 

PRICE 



346.000 

250.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.8 

1.24 

3 

180 

S80B0 

323. 75 

323.50 

X .25- 



1.680 

JO*. RATIONAL BX. 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

453 

1.80 

1.81 

.01* 



1.600 

BARK OF JORDAN 

4.9 

0.00 

5 

1550 

2427 

1.60 

1.54 

.06- 


1.300 


MID. EAST ZHV. BK- 

67.0 

0.00 

2 

2250 

2295 

1.00 

1.02 

.02* 



1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BX. 

10. 5 

5.97 

18 

52250 

91353 

1.70 

1.75 

.05* 


5.300 

4.610 

THE BOOS INC BX. 

IS. 5 

3.73 

1 

250 

1300 

5.20 

5.20 



4.180 

1.BS0 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

10.7 

0.00 

1 

100 

201 

2.00 

2.01 

.01* 



.620 

JOR.OOL r BANK 

4.0 

10.45 

6 

10400 

6968 

.67 




4.050 

2.250 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

12.1 

4.03 

3 

250 

595 

2.38 

2.38 



1.530 

1.070 

ONION BK.SAV.INV. 

P 

0.00 

3 

1850 

1998 

1.08 

1.08 

• 



.870 

BZIT.AL-MAL (SEI7KA) .5 

17.24 

1 

500 

435 

.87 

.87 

- 


BMX SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 

230.36 *CHC: 

-0.26 

44 

wrrrrm 

166104 





2.100 

1.590 

JOB FRENCH ZNSDR. 

5.8 

7.35 

1 

— H.m 

2040 

2.04 

2.04 

- 

_ 

INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX i 

121.06 zCMCi 

0.00 

1 

1000 

2040 





2.0SO 

3.560 

1.550 

.650 

1.590 

4.000 

1.090 

2.170 


1.550 
2. 4SO 
.930 
.410 
1.150 
2.890 
.900 
1.630 


JOA. ELECTRIC PVR. 
NZMEN MINERALS 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
JORDAN 2NTL.TRAD. 
KID. EAST HOTELS 
ARAB nrn.-IEV.EDOC. 
ZARXA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 


9.4 
IS. 3 
9 

23.1 

18.3 

10.4 
9 

8.0 


5.15 

4.31 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

6.51 


14 

2 

4 
2 
2 

16 

2 

5 


2600 

1610 

1350 

1750 

600 

20300 

1000 

2000 


5040 

SS2S 

1299 

7SS 

720 

*1095 

950 

3380 


1.94 
3.45 
1.01 

.45 

1.20 

3.94 
.95 

1.69 


1.94 

3.62 

1.03 

.45 

1.20 

4.00 

.95 

1.69 


. 11 * 

. 02 * 


.05* 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX i 117.25 *CHG: 

*0.39 

47 

31210 

99170 




4. 450 

2.7S0 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.1 

3.69 

7 

1229 

3656 

3.01 

2.98 


11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. RXP I NARY 

10.2 

8.46 

12 

1685 

17703 

20.58 

10.51 

.07- 

4.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. KANF. 

11.8 

4.67 

11 

3318 

14200 

4.30 

4.28 

.02- 

2.940 

2.200 

JORDAN DAIRY 

9.4 

8.73 * 

1 

300 

840 

2.83 

2. BO 


3.650 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND . 

5.5 

10.64 

1 

SO 

118 

2.40 

2.35 


.630 

.440 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

9.7 

0.00 

a 

5500 

2530 




1.140 

.370 

I NTERHKD . PETRO . CHEH . 

0 

0.00 

35 

21800 

9880 

.45 



.820 

.530 

JOR. 8ULPBO— CREM 

9 

0.00 

6 

850 

502 

.59 

.59 


1.610 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM. CREM. 

15.1 

5.93 

4 

1000 

1180 

1.18 

1.18 


a l.soo 

.820 

ONIV. MOON. INDS. 

P 

.25 

7 

2050 

1763 

.86 

.86 


1.410 

.690 

JOR. INDS- RESOURCES 

9.7 

13.89 

6 

1265 

903 

.72 



.960 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

16.5 

0.00 

9 

4200 

3780 

.90 



1.970 

1.340 

EL -SAT READY WEAR 

so.o 

0.00 

2 

2000 

2870 

1.47 



1.300 

1.080 

XNTL. TOBACCO 

6.6 

0.00 

1 

700 

847 

1.20 

1.21 



.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

32.6 

6.94 

12 

41350 

29772 

.73 

.72 




KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

16.13 

10 

10050 

6234 

.64 

.62 

.02- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX l 111.78 z CH8t -0.31 


132 


97J47 


96776 



*R 

N 

+H 


1.000 

.530 

.610 

.800 

.570 

3.000 
.330 
.650 
.530 
.750 
.840 
.730 
.470 
.950 

1.310 

1.000 


1.000 

.300 

.340 

.660 

.360 

.720 

.140 

.440 

.280 

.380 

.350 

.550 

.340 

.730 

1.000 

.950 


JOE. I NT. INSURANCE CO 
CENTRAL BEN. STORAGE 
JOB. TRADE FAC. 

UNION ZHV. SOI 
ARAB PIN. INVEST. 
AL-SHARg 2NV.CO. 

JOR. INDS. HATCH -JEMCO 
ARAB POOD 6 MED. 

ARAB ZBTL. XHV.TRD. 
NATL. MOLT. ENG. RAMI CO 
NATZAK DIES S MOULDS 
RAZX PHARM. 

INDS. Em. 

ADVANCES PHARMA. IND. 
BUSRXDAR 751 
EKBAL PRINT CO. 75* 


E 

9 

10.1 

9 

9 

P 

9 

9 

33.4 

9 

9 

E 

9 

E 

E 


0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 


1 

22 

4 

31 

2 

1 

1 

6 

17 

1 

11 

1 

1 

13 

1 


5000 

3250 

51CD0 

704B 

96200 

20000 

250 

1000 

4000 

51250 

100 

10569 

250 

100 

4133 

100 


5000 

1105 

19588 

1479 

51103 

18400 

40 

460 

1160 

23810 

34 

7393 

70 

69 

3951 

65 


1.00 

.34 

.38 

.71 

.51 

.92 

.16 

.46 

.29 

.48 

.35 

.70 

.29 

.73 

1.25 

.95 


GRAND TOTAL 


1.00 

.34 

.38 

.71 

.54 

.92 

.16 

.46 

.29 

.46 

.34 

.68 

.28 

.69 

1.20 

.90 


.03* 


. 02 - 
. 01 - 
- 02 - 
. 01 - 
-04- 
.05- 
. OS- 


114 


* » Baw 12 Months high 

* I NSW 12 aonehs low 

S 1 Stock dividend daring the past 12 months 
N » Listed during the past 12 months 
P i P/E ratio is 100 or sore 
9 « Negative P/E 

* 1 *4eoing is zero or N/A .for the seat recent yens 



254850 


133726 


THE Daily Crossword Eddod by WNyne Robert WSBams 


ACROSS 
1 Caused 
resentment 
8 Pesky biting 
critter 
15 B.C.era 
T6 Athens man 
17 Uce some 


18 Critters 

19 Covered with a 
thin layer 

20 Pi. ol speech 

21 Pad of OED 

22 Sun Devte sch. 

23 Moving ice 

24 Costa _ 

25 ‘Cactus 
Flowed star 

29 Diviner 

30 Actor Erik 

31 Sauft _ Marie 

33 Q-U connection 

34 Easier Hem 

35 Container with 
8 tap 

37 4-wheel drive 

transport abbr. 

40 Clumsy clod 
42 Daughter of 
King Minos 
46 Manufactured 

fewrc 

48 Sounding bnght 
and dear 

50 Allot 

51 Connery film 

52 Sheep's bleat 

53 Does an 
imitation 

54 Wide shoe size 

55 Dressing a 
judge? 

58 Former dictator 
of Panama 

60 Jack ol ‘City 
Slickem’ 

61 Nome resident 

62 Finger-pointer 

63 Sweepstakes 
84 YeBowish pink 



By Tom Pmes 


Chicago, ft. 


DOWN 

1 Chest 
supporters 

2 Some opera 
passages 

3 Insurance- 
policy choice 

4 Tie tie 


5 Shoe tie 

6 Holy smoke) 

7 Dolores _ Rio 

B FoSows 

surreptitiously 

9 ‘54 IAS. Open 
golf champion 

10 Samuefs 
teacher 

11 Fuddand 
Gantry 

12 Crying more 

13 Intertwines 

14 Do-om 

20 Southern st 

23 GovLagCy. 

26 Rapping Doctor 

27 Otfttfo's 
nemesis 

28 Toyer of the 
Danes' painter 

32 Moran erf 
"Happy Days* 

36 Bother 
persistently 

37 General 
reference book 

38 Italian fresco 
painter 

39 Seasoned pm 



EJ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

y 

□ 

□ 

□ 

n 


u 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


S SlE 

TEL 


□ □□ 


W 


■DBaD DHDBB 

DQDDEIHH 


41 Biting insect 

42 Past 

43 Singer Ptaddo 

44 Subtleties 

45 Bric-a-brac 
shelves 

47 Slop 
49 Opposite of 
SSW 


55 Death rattle 

56 Earthenware 
far 

57 1934-35 
Heavyweight 
champ 

59 Just barely 
manage 

60 Mrs. Nixon 


Peanuts 



IlftfXftaTHE 
REAL5ANTA.I 
UWEREARE 
TOUR 
HELPERS'? 




THAT'S THE 
DUMBEST 
THIH6 1*VE 

ever seat! 

fa 


WHO CARES? 
MERRY 
CHRISTMAS,] 
SWEETIE' 
WOOF, WOOF. ! 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


1TOU3 you MUTT tAEl s/c 
I you shouldn't) set i 

■Have h^nthe ItlSP^fON 

MARR'EDJJ^IOUSE! JM 0 VEM£NT , 


I WILL 
NOT' 




1 


I SHOULD HAVE V GO 
LISTENED TO 1 AHEAD. 1 
MY MOTHER I BABX 
THIRTY YEARS / SHEfe STILL 
AGO / ^IXTALKIMG. 1 








\f Xfr TELLING 
VOU JEFF-. 
women are 
taking over 

THE COUNTRY/ j 


Saybe I 
rSHoULB 


maybe 

WE 
LET’EM/ 

itIsno 

GOOD 
ANYMORE 
W VWY 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 18. 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 191 This is a good day for making 
money. Right now. the work you’re doing may not seem to be 
paying that well. Thai’s a temporary condition. Just do what’ 
required and oust that you will be rewarded eventually. This i 
one time you’re going to have to go on faith. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Romance looks good again, 
around the middle of the day and also at dinnertime. If you’d 
like to set long-term goals, that's certainly an option. As indi- 
cated yesterday, you’ll be lucky if you take a risk. Love is 
always a risk, actually, so maybe that’s all there is to it. Declare 
your love and see what happens nexL 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Fix up your house, with the 
people who will share it with you. If you don’t have room- 
mates, this is a good day to get some. If you’re having trouble 
meeting expenses, that could help. Between all of you. there are 
a lot more possibilities than any one of you could afford alone. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Something you should be 
doing in the fimire is showing up in your fife today. If you’ve 
been wondering about what direction your life should take, 
simply watch your activities now. The thing you re doing that's 
the most satisfying is il Now all you have to do is leant how to 
do it reallv well. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21 > The money’s coming in. Hang 
onto as much as possible. Sort it. count iu put it in neat little 
rows. You might even get paid for work done a long ago. This 
evening, make time to celebrate. Do it in a frugal way, howev- 
er. You don't want to spend any of this loot quite yet 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Have lunch with your 
favourite date and do something a little fancier. Even if you eal 
at home, spruce it up. If you don't reward yourself from time to 
time, you won't be able to talk yourself into working that hard 
again. You not only have permission to pamper yourself and 
your sweethean today — it’s actually required. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) When you didn't care 
about perfection, everything looked fine. Now that you're more 
interested in details, you're noticing the errors in your work, or 
the dust under the bed. This is an excellent day to clean house, 
actually. It’s quite possible acquaintances will drop in while 
they’re in the neighbourhood. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) A gathering with 
friends goes well this morning. It looks like you are working 
towards some specific end. And you helping out with the 
neighbourhood charity? If not, that certainly would be a good 
use of your lime. You should have too much to do at all times. 
That’s the only way Scorpios maintain an even balance. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) For the last 
several days, the emphasis has been on details. Every time you 
overlooked some little point or made some little mistake, some- 
body was there to point it oul You've probably had enough of 
that, but the trend isn’t over yet. You’ll continue to be coached 
in this manner for most of this day as well. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You and your 
sweetheart need to get out for a drive in the country. You two 
haven't had time to talk. There's no better place than in a mov- 
ing vehicle. You both have each other's fill I attention and. if 
you're lucky, there are no phones to ring. You hereby have per- 
mission to leave the cell phones at home. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Details are the 
major focus. In fact, this would be a good day to go check 
things off your lisL Then, set up a schedule for the next month, 
next year and the next five years. Once you have a clearer idea 
where you're going, it'll be much easier to get there. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Talk with friends about 
whatever has you troubled lately. Sometimes you keep things 
bottled up. and that’s not good for you, mentally or physically. 
To keep yourself from getting a cold, or from getting depressed, 
have a good conversation with a dear friend. Besides helping 
you. it'll make the other person feel better, too. 


Birthstoue of January: Garnet — Rose Quart* 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“We’re having Christmas leftovers 
— candy canes, peanut brittle 
and eggnog!" 
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Business & Finance 
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Anani refutes claims of recession or 
economic deterioration in Kingdom 


** "JORDAN DOES not suffer from 
recession or economic deterioration." 
Deputy Prime Minister for Development 
Affairs and Minister for State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jawad Anani said in a 
lecture last week. "Creating a climate of 
confusion about the economic situation in 
Jordan is unjustified because the standard 
for the present situation should not be the 
era of Arab Gulf support which lasted for 
10 years and was an exceptional period 
that should not be a base for compari- 
son.’’ 

Dr. Anani said the formulion and char- 
acteristics of the middle class in Jordan 
has started ro change as the concept of the 
middle class no longer means the employ- 
ee but the plumbers, the masons and those 
who work in agriculture among others. 
■“Tins new class does not acknowledge 
that wealth means employment.” He 
called for raising the productivity of the 
Jordanian labourer and for increasing the 
number of Jordanian labour in the local 
community as the number of workers 
from the community is only 6t) per cent. 

Noting that there are 400.000 foreign 
workers in the Kingdom. Dr. Anani said 
that the real number has risen much high- 
er and that each of these workers transfers 
no less than S 1 00 outside the country each 
month. He indicated that anv increase in 


employment u> government institutions 
will be at the expense of fixing wages or 
raising taxes and allowing prices to rise. 
'There is nothing for free.” ho stressed. 

The deputy prime minister said the gov- 
ernment will not be able to meet alf the 
demands of deputies requested during the 
debate on the 199S budget because the 
demands have reached more than JDl bil- 
lion. Dr. Anani covered other topics 
which are summarised as follows: 

J i Foreign reserves have reached $ 1 ,701) 
million at the Central Bank whereas the 
foreign currencies held by the private sec- 
tor were estimated at $3,500 million. 

2) The government is monitoring the 
movements in world currency markets on 
a daily basis in order to lake immediate 
measures upon any emergency. 

3) Remittances from expatriates, mostly 
in Arab counties, amount to $1.5 billion 
annually. 

4) Industrial investments by 55 Jordan- 
ian establishments in Egypt are estimated 
at 1.600 million Egyptian pounds. 

Dr. Anani concluded by noting that from 
his experience in the government over a 
period of 20 years, he can say that most 
corruption charges were lor personal and 
premeditated aims that should be swiftly 
ruled upon by courts to put an end to 
street rumours (A1 Aswuq). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 17/01/98 21:22 


Gnrmey - 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

m. 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

1JB330 

0.6112 

1488* 

129.36 

1.4382 

1803.75 

2.0855 

6.1410 

DE Mark 

oiin 

- 

04232 

0.8174 

70.88 

0.7833 

883.77 

1.1288 

34601 

GB Staffing 

1.8362 

2JH54 


2.4431 

210.89 

2.3488 

2851.30 

34788 

10.0478 

CH Franc 

0.8873 

12228 

0.4076 

- 

86 A) 

0.9681 

120340 

137.78 

44987 

JPYan 

0.0077 

1.4165 

0X722 

1.1580 

- 

1.1088 

13.84 

159.82 

4.7468 

CADoBar 

0.CM3 

1.2741 

0.4333 

1.0324 

1.11 

- 

1252.10 

1.4363 

4.2837 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0167 

0.3385 

0.0830 

1396.48 

0.7868 

- 

11.44 

3.4027 

NLGuDder 

0.4841 

88.72 

0.28*7 

72.54 

•2.68 

0.6852 

873.08 

- 

2JB724 

FR Franc 

0.7628 

0.2984 

0.088* 

24.3836 

21.04 

0.2338 

33.62 

33.6200 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

OAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 

US Dollar 

- 

0.7090 

3.7806 

0.3770 

3.6400 

0.30*8 

3.6728 

1527.00 

3.4060 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

. 

64888 

D.5317 

5.1340 

0431 E 

6.1803 

2163.74 

4.802S 

Saudi Rlyal 

04666 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

0.87 

0.0816 

0.88 

407.16 

0.9079 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.66 .< 

14806 

9.9483 

- 

8.68 

04114 

9.74 

406040 

8.0318 

Qatar Dinar 

04747 

0.1948 

1.0304 

1.0304 

• 

0.0840 

1.01 

419.61 

0.8354 

Kuwait Dinar 

34680 

13178 

124605 

14324 

11.80 

- 

12.01 

4991.83 

0.9354 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1830 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.8911 

0.0833 

- 

416.76 

0.9271 

LabanesortOOO 

045 

04*43 

2.4561 

044*9 

2.3838 

0.2003 

2.4062 

- 

24299 

Egyptian 

04837 

0.2082 

1.1016 

0.1107 

1.0690 

0 0888 

1.0786 

448.46 

* 


Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 


KH3I 

mrrm 



14.97 

14.84 

322 

1646 

1842 

Bonny 

14.97 

14.84 

Dubai 

1347 

13.00 

UL Gas 

160.00 

1*7.00 


(■ESES'M 

VLl'l 



■zza 

mm 

SA Rlyal 

EEZa 

0.4889 

0.18296 

049968 

34.6018 

AEQOTtam 

04723 

0.4992 

0.16*41 

0/40813 

364324 

KW Dinar 

3.28 B0 


1.998 

4.8996* 

423.012 

BH Dinar 

0.3770 

ESS 

1.92127 

347614 

343489 

CY Pound 

1.BS91 

3.4077 

1.1359 

2.7869 

240.476 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


m 

Mated 

mum 

l , -r:"i'4 



- J - 

Q 

pa 

na 

pa 



290.5 

291 


EES* 

Month 




ecu 

■ 

Savar(ozl) 

543 

6.85 

wM 

USD 

5.48 

6,50 

5.51 

5.53 

6.56 

1 

Platinum (ox's) 

375 

377 


GBP 

744 

7.47 

7.50 

7.60 

7.50 

8 

AL (3 Months) 

1600 

1505 


JPY 

0.39 

0.36 

0.38 

0.28 

0.39 

w 

CU (3 Months) 

1713 

1717 


DEM 

3.70 

348 

3.58 

3.67 

3.73 

■ 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1161 

1154 

■ 

FRF 

3.73 

4.01 

3.56 

344 

3.71 


Jordan asks Tokyo to finance King Hussein Bridge renovation 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special ro lire Jordan Tones 

AMMAN - — Jordan has 
requested Japan to renew 
a MO million loan pro- 
posal to finance the reno- 
vation and expansion 
works of King Hussein 
Bridge, which” links the 
Kingdom with the Pales- 
tinian self-rule areas, a 
cabinet official said Sat- 
urday. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
for Development Affairs 
Jawad Anani said the loan 
will be used to expand the 
wooden bridge, which 
was built following the 
1967 Afub-Isracli war. 

Dr. Anani said the pro- 
ject's designs, which 
were made by Jordanian 
engineers, are available 
but awaiting the finance 
from the Japanese gov- 
ernment. 

He told the Jordan 
Times that the designs 
stipulate building lour 
lanes, instead of the exist- 
ing one lane bridge, to 
facilitate the movement 
of passengers and trucks 
unu building rest houses 
for passengers. 

Dr. Anani said the pro- 
ject was discussed during 
the two-day visit of Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat to Jordan last 
week. 

The deputy prime min- 
ister said the construction 
will be carried out by the 
Jordanian side, where 
Jordan's Armed Forces 
are expected to partici- 
pate in the renovation 
works. 

Dr. Anani said the 
Japanese government's 
reply to tlTe Jordanian 
request was expected 
soon. 

The official said that 
prior to putting the 
designs it was not dear ro 
decide "with whom we 
should negotiate this mat- 
ter. With ”the Palestinian 
side or the Israelis.” 

"We could not negotiate 
with the Israelis because 
this violates the peace 
treaty between Jordan and 
Israel.” Dr. Anani said. 

Finally, it was decided 
that Jordan would cany 1 
out the construction 

works by only notifying 
the Palestinians anS 

Israeli sides of the Jor- 
danian intention to 
expand the bridge. 

The Israeli-Palestinian 
peace treaty stipulates 
that in the final status 
negotiations, the security 
of crossing points 

between the ” Palestinian 
territories. Jordan and 
Egypt should be under 
Palestinian control. 

But despite the presence 
of Palestinian officers at 
the western side of the 
bridge. Israel is still main- 
taining the security at the 
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bridge and causing delay 
in the movement of truck’s 
between Jordan and the 
self-rule areas. 

The Jordanian and 
Palestinian sides repeat- 
edly accused Israel of 
blocking the movement 


of trucks between the 
Palestinian territories and 
Jordan. 

Israel claimed the delay 
was due to security 
arrangements which 
restricts the number of 
trucks that travel between 


the two sides to less than 
40 a day. 

Jordanian and Palestin- 
ian trade officials blamed 
Israeli security arrange- 
ments at the bridge for 
impeding the flow of 
goods between the two 


countries. 

Jordanian officials said 
Israel wants to maintain 
its monopoly over the 
Palestinian market, to 
which it exports S2 bil- 
lion of goods annually. 
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Government Tenders Directorate 
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Notice of Invitation 

Notice of invitation to tender EC No.lB/0052 

Jordan No. 142/97 Central 

issued by: Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

for a project identified for financing by the European Community /EC) 

7 . l anguage, receipt and o pening of tender.sj. 


1. Pr oject identification and financing : 

at Title. Water Sector Intervention 
bj Number: SEM/04/62 8/009 

c) Source of financing: EC Budget 

d) Status of the financing: Approved 

NS: the award of contracts is subject to financing being 
approved and made available. 

2. Contract identification: 

a) Type of contract: Works for Tafilah and 
Karak. 

bj Subject TaM3h water supply system and 

Kaiak water supply and effluent reuse. 
Number of lots: 2 

Lot No f : (Package l) Constiuction of 
approximately 45km of ductile iron pipeline 
varying in diametei from 100mm to 400mm. and 
a water supply pumping station and a reservoir 
of 1000 capacity in Karak Governorate. 

Lot No. 2: (Package 4) Construction of 
appioxiniately 45km of ductile iron pipeline 
varying in diameter horn ON 200mm to DN 
500mm and 3 watei supply pumping stations 
each has a resei von of 500m ^ capacity and two 
reset von s ot 500nv : and 5000m 3 capacity in 
T Uriah Governor. iF- 

ui • In oups of lots Contractors can bid to any of 

the two lots or to both tors, pre-conditions to win 
both lots are not allowed. 

o Eligi bility, orinin and evaluation c riteria : 

а, Eligibility and oi igm 

J ) Qualified EC coni/ actors according to ihe 
questionnaire attached with lender documents. 
2) Jordanian Contractors classified by the 
Minisrtiv ol Public Works and Housing ol Jordan, 
as Fust Grade in Walei Sewerage. 

b| Evaluation: See tender documents 

(Qualifications Questionnaire). 

4. Location and deadlioei 

a) Project location: Karak and Tatilah (Jordan) 

b) Place of delivery, installation oi 
performance: as 4a 

c) - Deliver or performance period: 18 months for 

Lot No. 1 and 24 months for lot No. 2 

d) Tender validity period: 90 days from the date 
of receipt of bids 

5. Project authorities: 

a) Contracting authority: Mimstiy of Water and 
Irrigation. Wafer Authority 

b) Supervisor: Secretary General of the 
Water Authority, Water Authority of 
Jordan, Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation, P.O. Box: 2412 Amman, 
ordan, Tel.: (00962 6) 680100. 

Fax; (00962 6) 678156 

б. Tender Documents: 

a) Type of tender. Open invitation to tender 

b) Terms on which tender documents may be 
obtained: 

against payment ot: 

- Lot No. \ (Karak): amount of JD250 

- Lot No. 2 (T afilah):- amount of JD500 
From: 

Government Tenders Directorate, 
Mtnisty of Public Works and Housing 
P.O. Box: 1220, Amman, Jordan 
Tel: (00962 6) 858312-314 
Fax: (Q0962 6) 857583 

c) Inspection of tender documents in the 
country of the contracting authority: 

Water Authority of Jordan, 

Ministry of Water and Irrigation, 

P.O. Box: 2412 Amman, Jordan 
Tel: (00962 6) 680100 

Fax: (00962 6) 678158 

d) Inspection of the tender documents in the 
Member States: Offices of the Commission of 
the European Communities (see address 
below) 


a) Language: English 

hi Date and time for lereipt *>f tendeis On 1'Mh 
Maich. 1998 at 12.00 hours Jordan Local Time 

0 Addiess lor receipi 

Government Tenders Directorate, 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing. 
P O. Box 1220 Amman, Jordan 
Tel: (00962 6) 858312-314 
Fax: (00962 6) 857583 
dj Date and time foi opening of tenders. On 

16th Maich. 1998 at 13:30 houis Joidan Local 
Time. 

e) Address for opening: 

Government Tenders Directorate, 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing, 
P.O. Box 1220, Amman, Jordan 
Tel: (00962 6) 858312-314 
Fax: (00962 6) 857583 

8. Deposits and guarantees: 

a) Tender guarantee: For Lot No. 1 : 40.000 

ECUs and for Lot No. 2: 80,000 ECU's 

9. Si te visit and pre-bid conference: Yes 

a) Site Visit 
Date and time- 

at 08:00 hours on 1 5th Feb. 1998 tor Lot No. 1 
and at 08:00 hours 16th Feb. 1998 tor Lot No. 2 
Meeting point: 

Water Authority of Jordan Offices 

b) Pre-bid conference on 17th Feb. 1998 .it 
09:00 houis loi Jan l* real Time at Witei 
Authouty Of hues 

10. Further Information: 

a) References: This notice is published 
pursuant to Council Regulation (EEC) No. 

443/92 of 25 February 1 992 (OJ L-52. 27. 2. 92) 

b) Address of the Commission of European 
Communities (GD IB) and its Offices in the 
Member States: 

A 1 040 Wien, Hoyosgasse 5 - (tel.: 43-1 - 

503379 - 5053491) - (tax: 43-1-50533797) 

B 1140 Bruxelles. DG IB/E/2, rue de la Science 

14, bureau 6/32 - (lei: 32-2-2966906 - 2990732) 
(fax; 32-2-2961 101) 

D 531 13 Bonn Zitelmannstrasse 22 - (tel: 49- 
228-530090) (fax: 49-228-5300950) 

DK 178 7 Kobenhavn V. Dansk Industri. Projekt 

- og Licitationskontoret afd; EMI. (lei: 45-33-7 
73377) (fax: 45-33-773300) 

E 28046 Madnd, Po Castellana. 46 - (tel: 34-1- 
43 1 57 1 1 ) (fax: 34- 1 -5760387) 

El. 10674 Athens, Vassilissis Sofias. 2 - (tel: 
30-1-7243982) (fax: 34-1-5760387) 

F 75007 Pans. 288 Boulevard St. Germain - (tel: 

33-1-40633838) (tax: 33-1 -4556941 7j 
FIN 00131 Helsinki. Pohoisesplanadi 3t. P.O. 

Box 234 - (tel: 358-0-656420) (fax: 358-0- 
656728) 

1 00187 Roma. Via Poll. 29 - (tel: 39-6-699991) 
(fax: 67916581 

iRI Dublin 2. Dawson Street. 18 - (tel: 353-1 ■ 

6625 1 1 3) (tax: 353- 1 -66 124118) 

I 2920 Luxembourg. Ch De Commeiue. /. Rue 

A. De Gasperi. Bp 1503 - (tel: 352-1301 1 . (tax 
352- 13014433, 

Ml 2o94 A'.'a Den Haag, c V Lr.. ufcMmy 1-vA 

Beandenhourseweg 181 (tel: 31-70-379701) 
(fax: 31-70-3797878) 

FT 1200 Lrsbona. Centro Europen Jean 

Monnet, Largo Jean Monel. 1. 10. (tel: 351-1- 
541144) (fax: 351-1-3509601) 

S 11147 Stockholm, Hamngatan 6- (tel: 46-8- 
6111172) (fax:46-8-6114435) 

UK London SW1 P3 AT. 8 Storey's Gate - (tel: 
44-171-9731992) (fax: 44-171-9731900) 

Director General, 

Eng. Naser Madadha 
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DAJANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 

Estate 

Tel:- 81 0605-8 10609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HBIG 

Profession# Qoaihy In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour fflm 
at our shop and set 

# JUMBO photo Si2e | 

3MI&9&- 

* Free entsrgement\ 
20 x 30 cm. 


Shmeisanf - Opposite 
Grimflays Bank, 
Phone: 604042 
Swetfteft Tel: 8238S1 


ootjnHcm 

INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING 
POOL 1 
SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. , 



TO ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION 
CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 


OR 


684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 


1pm 7* /flm w rt J f 



QuaKy Serviced Suites 


■*. & Tm SoktowH - FdIIy 
CqmppMi KltdtaMtelr * Dd> ft 
Low sm ■ MoctMOBMe Rtta. 
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Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 



sir c:;iJr 

Tel. W2672 Fa\ 


SANABEL 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
tvi. 864230 - 865167 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 
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Sports 


Sanchez Vicario downs 


Venus for Sydney title 


SYDNEY (AFP) — A revi- 
talised Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario denied Venus 
Williams her first tour title 
here Saturday, downing the 
American teenager in 
straight sets in the Sydney 
International finals. 

‘i think I'm in my best 
period as an athlete. I’m 
feeling better than ever now 
and I proved it today play- 
ing well." said the Spanish 
World No. 3. 

"i feel stronger now and 
better physically ihan ever 
... I know 1 can still prove a 
couple things." she said, 
after dropping just one set 
this week and pulling off the 
final victory 6- 1 6-3. 

Twice a runner-up here, 
Sanchez Vicario also bull- 
dozed the younger 

Williams sister, 16-year-old 
Serena, this week on the 
way to her 25th tour title. 

“Today I was in business, 
knowing I had to be the one 
who was aggressive from 
the beginning.” said 
Sanchez Vicano. citing 
experience and maturity as 
the key to her recent win- 
ning streak. 

The irrepressible Williams 
duo boasted this week that 
they would dominate tennis 
over the coming decade, but 
Sanchez Vicario's perfor- 
mance has shown they have 
some work to do before 
reaching their goal of sit- 
ting atop the rankings. 

Venus worked hard 
against her more experi- 
enced competitor Saturday, 
but her every error was 
exploited. 

“I think she is one of the 
players who is very consis- 
tent and waits on you to 
make a mistake. And I’m 
more of a high-risk player." 
Williams said. 

“I think it’s nice that she 



Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez Vicario celebrates after win- 
ning her finals clash against Venus Williams of the U.S. 
at the Sydney International tournament at White City, 
Sydney. Sanchez Vicario won the title over Williams 6- 
1 6-3 (Reuters photo) 


won a title, even if it is at 
my expense." 

Sanchez Vicario said the 
Williams sisters had similar 
big-hitting styles, but they 
would need more weapons 
if they u-ere to break into 
the top ten. 

"Obviously I don’t have 
the power that other players 


have but that is not all you 
need to win." she said. 

"I’m not just a defensive 
player like some people say 
... I have other qualities and 
that’s how I got to be No. 
1.” 

After her 6-2 6-1 victory 
over Serena Friday. Sanchez 
Vicario welcomed the crop 


of talented young girls to 
the tennis scene, but warned 
they would meet resistance 
from the established play- 
ers. 

"Even though l‘m ten 
years older than them I’m 
still there, and experience 
counts a lot.” she said. 

After a 20-month title 
drought. the Spaniard 
admitted a number of upset 
wins in 1997 had sapped her 
confidence. 

"Last year was the year 
that probably was not the 
best ... 1 didn't win a tour- 
nament. Obviously I’ve 
been very long on the tour 
and I didn't have the rest 
that I should.'' 

In the men’s finals here. 
Slovakia's Karol Kucera 
upset British tennis heart- 
throb Tim Henman, the 
defending champion, 

despite waking up Saturday 
morning in severe pain. 

“I woke up really badly. I 
couldn't turn my head 
around and 1 couldn't move 
out (of bed)." Kucera said. 
But the Slovakian, ranked 
No. 25 in the world before 
Saturday's win. was able to 
start the final after treatment 
from two ATP tour trainers 
and won 7-5 6-4 after com- 
ing back from a 0-4 deficit 
inthe first set. 

Henman, who was the cop 
seed in the Australian Open 
warm-up, said the loss 
would have no effect on him 
psychologically entering the 
Grand Slam in Melbourne 
next week. 

“I think my preparation 
has been ideal. I've had a lot 
of matches this week. I'm 
feeling very confident.'’ he 
said. ‘The way I look at it 
I’m capable of beating any- 
one on my day. ... If! can 
continue the way I'm play- 
ing II 1 be hard to beat." 


Philippoussis beats Agassi in Kooyong final 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Australia’s Mark *Scud’ 
Philippoussis deliberately 
toned down his big serve 
Saturday but still defeated 
former World No. 1 Andre 
Agassi in the Kooyong 
Classic final. 

Philippoussis, 21, is mak- 
ing a deliberate attempt to 
rely less on power play, but 
still fired down 21 aces to 
wrap up the title 6-3, 7-6 
(7/3) in 67 minutes and 
expose gaps in Agassi’s 
comeback campaign. 

And the 27-year-old 
American rarely looked in 
contention. Each time he 
stole a point off the 
Australian, Philippoussis 
would reply with a 200 kilo- 
metres an hour ace. 

Agassi lost his serve in the 
fifth game by hitting out a 
simple volley over the net 
when his opponent was 
nowhere in sight. 

There were breaks in suc- 
cessive games in the second 
set, but Agassi's concentra- 
tion gave out in the tie 
break. 

"Today I was not serving 
hard but my accuracy was 
good in the comers, f got a 
lot more free points that 
way." said Phiiippoussisi 
who has been overtaken aS 
Australia's number one by 
Pat Rafter. : 

Agassi, who reached the 
semi-final of the Australian 
Hardcourt Championships 
and won three games in the 
Kooyong invitation event, 
still insisted he was fully 
prepared for the Australian 
Open, which he won in 
1995. 

"I’m ready to go.” said 
Agassi, who last year 
slumped outside the world 
top 100 last year. He has 



Australian Mark Philippoussis prepares to serve against Andre Agassi of VJS. during 
the Colonial Classic Tournament in Melbourne January 17. Philippoussis won the 
Australian Open warm-up event 6-3 7-6 (7-3) ( Reuters photo) 

have to meet Agassi in the event which also featured 


lost 10 kilos as pan of a fit- 
ness campaign and will play 
an as yet unknown qualifier 
in the first round of (he 
Open which starts Monday. 

Phillippoussis. who plays 
Alex Calatruva of Spain, 
said he was happy not to 


opening stages. 

“Even though he has not 
been seeded, he is a very 
dangerous player who I 
wouldn't want to play in the 
first rounds." 

The classic, an invitation 


world number one Pete 
Sampras, is the traditional 
warmup to the Australian 
Open. Sampras finished 
joint bottom of the six play- 
ers after losing twice during 
ihe week. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, January 18, 1998 


Graf 


set for 


February 


return m 


Tokyo 


BRUEHL, Germany ( AFP) 
— Former World No. I 
tennis player Steffi Graf of 
Germany is set to reium to 
competition in Tokyo in 
February following seven 
months out injured, accord- 
ing to her manager Hans 
Engert on Friday. 

“She is on course to come 
back in February and hopes 
to reach the heights again 
in world tennis,” 28-yeur- 
old Engert said. 

Graf's knee, w'hich had 
screws taken out of it in 
November, is no longer 
painful. Engert added. Graf 
has not played competitive- 
ly since losing last June in 
the quarter-finals of the 
French Open to South 
Africa’s Amanda Coetzer. 



Kucera upsets Henman in final 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Slovakian Karol Kucera 
came from behind to upset 
No. 1 seed Tim Henman 7-5 

6- 4 in the final of the 

Sydney International 

Saturday. 

Kucera appeared unsettled 
early on after Henman 
broke the Slovakian’s first 
two service games to take a 
4-0 lead. 

But Kucera. ranked No. 
25 in the world, won four 
straight games to tie the set 
at 4-4 and then broke in the 
1 1th game to take a 6-5 
lead. 

The unseeded Kucera then 
held the 1 1th game, finish- 
ing on an ace to take the set 

7- 5. Henman, whose ser- 
vice began to falter late in 
the first set. threw his racket 
as he was returning to ills 
seat, after he was broken by 
Kucera to open the second 
seL 

Kucera 's comeback in the 
first set appeared to demor- 
alise Henman, who raised 
his hands in frustration sev- 
eral times during the second 
set. 

Henman, ranked No. 17 in 
the world, had reached the 
final of the Australian Open 
warmup after beating World 
No. 2, Australian Pat Rafter 



Slovakia's Karo) Kucera holds the trophy over his bead 
after his win over Britian’s Tim Henman in the men’s 
final at the Sydney International tournament at White 
City, Sydney. Kucera won the title over defending 
champion Henman 7-5, 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


7-6 (7-5 1 7-5. Kucera beat 
Australian Michael Tebburt 


4-6 7-6 (8-6) 6-0 to reach 
the final. 


Nothing off-limits at Olympic village 


NAGANO (AFP) — Welcome to the 
Nagano Olympic Village, a place of 
modest affluence complete with a 
mountain of condoms and tiny bath- 
tubs. 

“In view of AIDS, the condom has 
been a regular item at international 
multi-sports festivals for years.” said 
Olympic Village director Kanichi 
Ogushi, recalling its popularity as a 
souvenir at the 1 994 Asian Games in 
Hiroshima. 

By courtesy of a major Japanese 
rubber-product maker. 36,000 con- 
dome will be up for grabs at the main 
medical clinic of the village, home 
to some 3,000 competitors and offi- 
cials during the 16-day Winter 
Games opening on February 7. 

But Ogushi said there would be no 
enforcement of sexual discipline at 
all. “It is a personal matter over 
which we have no control.” 1 

The newly-built apartment com- 
plex over a suburban plot of 19 
hectares also features the only disco 
in town, which closes at midnight, 
and a sladium-like cafeteria with 300 
dishes on offer around the clock. 

The 1.030 units in the complex, 
mostly housed in five- or six-storey 


towers, are designed to be leased or 
sold to local citizens and civil ser- 
vants later. 

Of them. 70 per cent are built on a 
lower middle-class format — three 
bedrooms, a dining kitchen and a 
bath room. Some of upper-scale 
units have sun-bathing chambers. 

All rooms are carpeted with tatami 
straw mats. 

“You don’t have to take off your 
shoes like we do,” Ogushi said. 

Rooms are separated by boards 
which can be replaced by Japunese- 
style paper-and-wood sliding doors. 
The cash-strapped organisers have 
rented wooden bedframes which 
have been used at the 1994 Asian 
Games in Hiroshima and the Student 
Games in Fukuoka in 1995. 

But there is a limit to the makeshift 
design. In the bathrooms, the tubs 
look more like sawn-off coffins in 
which tall athletes will need to 
crouch. 

“It is normal by Japane.se stan- 
dards.” Ogushi said. “We could not 
make it bigger for foreigners as we 
had to consider its use after the 
Games.” 

Many competitors may find peace 


of mind at the religious centre where 
they can pray at three chapels, which 
have no altars so that they can be 
adjusted to any faith. 

The 1 ,000-seat cafeteria, the size of 
two basketball courts, hopes to satis- 
fy every palate with foods ranging 
from “halal" meat for Muslims to 
such local delights as buckwheat 
noodles and apples. 

“Dream Team” players from the 
North American Hockey League 
have agreed in principle to stay at the 
village while biathletes and medal 
hopefuls from skiing powerhouses 
opt to lodge close to their venues, as 
far as 40 kilometers away. 

For Anaheim Mighty Ducks for- 
ward Teemu Selanne. who will play 
for his home country Finland, it will 
be a change from the 1992 
Albertville Olympics where hockey 
players were accommodated sepa- 
rately. 

“It was really boring." he told 
reporters when he visited Tokyo last 
year. “This time, it should be no 
problem because there will be other 
athletes from other sports." 


1998 WINTER GAMES PREVIEW 


Quakes: top security worry 
at Nagano Olympics 


NAGANO (AFP) — Earthquakes 
are first on the checklist of security 
chiefs at the Nagano Winter 
Olympics. 

That may come as a surprise in 
view of the bombing at the Atlanta 
Summer Games in 1 996 or the recent 
massacre at the Egyptian ruins of 
Luxor. 

“Earthquakes top our contingency 
plans." said Asata Hara, security 
director at the organising committee. 

“We must be able to evacuare facil- 
ities as quickly and safely as possi- 
ble." he said. 

The myth of Japan being a safe 
country no longer holds for the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) — especially since the 1995 
earthquake which killed 6.300 peo- 
ple in the port of Kobe and a nerve- 
gas attack on the Tokyo subway by 
the doomsday cult Aum Supreme 
Truth which choked a dozen to 
death. 

“They have asked time and again 
over the last three years if the 
Nagano Games would be free from 
Aum and quakes,” Hara said. 

The plain-talking security chief, on 
loan from the prefectural police, has 
assured the Olympic chiefs (hat lead- 
ers of the cult are all in jail awaiting 
trial. 


But he admitted that there was no 
way of predicting any earthquake as 
the Winter Olympics come to the 
Pacific volcani “ring of fire" for the 
fourth time — after Squaw Valley 
(California) in I960. Sapporo 
(Japan) in 1972 and Calgary 
(Alberta) in 19SS. 

For years, the Pacific board south 
of Nagano has been on the alert for a 
“Big One" that may match the 1923 
“Great Kan to" earthquake in which 

140.000 perished. 

Hara said there had been not been 
any terrorist threat against any target 
in Nagano. 

■‘But we will take no chances” he 
said, citing the "Black September” 
murder of II Israelis at the 1972 
Munich Summer Olympics athletes 
village as well as the bombinc at the 
Centennial Olympic Park during the 
Atlanta Games. 

The Atlanta nightmare left two per- 
sons dead and its culprit remains at 
large. 

The local police, who refuse to dis- 
cuss their security arrangements, 
conducted an anti-hijacking drill at 
nearby Matsumoto airport in 
November. 

The Nagano Olympic Organising 
Committee (NAOC) will mobilise 

1.000 security guards and 2.000 vol- 


unteers and local police will be 
beefed up by 6.000 officers from 
other regions. 

The aim is to ensure no-one brings 
any lethal weapon through metal 
detectors at Olympic venues — as 
well as a downtown plaza where 
medal-awarding ceremonies will be 
held before crowds w’ho have access 
there free of charge. 

But security officials are also 
counting on a bit of Japanese high 
technology to enforce “softer” secu- 
rity measures — such as the world’s 
first contraption to check the pattern 
of a person's iris for access control. 

Each person's iris is said to be 
unique in the same way that finger- 
prints are. 

The system, developed by a Tokyo 
telecommunications equipment 
maker, takes only two seconds to 
complete the check and prevent 
unauthorised use which can occur 
with magnetic cards for identifica- 
tion. 

It will be used at the biathlon 
venue to control access to the rifle 
storage room in the Olympic village. 

And a fingerkey system, much 
quicker than before, will be used to 
stop intruders reaching the doping 
control rooms. 




<3 


Q 

o 

H 


CINEMA TCLI.UI-W v. CINEMA TEL .634! 44 

PHILADELPHIA "1" Ji PHILADELPHIA "2" 


George Clooney & 
Nicole Kidman ... in 


THE 

PEACEMAKER 




Shows: 12:15. 2:15. 6:30, 
V 8:30, 10:30 


Steven Speilberg's .. 


CINEMA TO.-wfirsv 

PLAZA 


Z' CINEMA TEL:677420 f WNEMA m. tm uon 


TWISTER 


Shows: 12: 15. 2:15, 6:30. 
8:30. 10:30 


SCREAM 

Shows: 12:00. 6:30 

AL MASEEH 

(Arabic) 

Nour Al Sharif 
Shows: 8:30. 1(1:45 


HERCULES 




Shows: 2:00 p.m. 


CONCORD 


J 


C';:icop.n 

CONSPIRACY 

THEORY 

Shows: 1 2:0tl. 2:UU. 0:00. 8:30. 10:45 


MR. BEAN 


Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 


BEVERLY HILLS 
NINJA 






-A 


Shows: 2:00, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


TEL; 079 33430 


GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

Salma Hayek ... in 


FOOLS RUSH IN 




Show's: 2:00, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


Hicham VStmoe t flhaal3S a 

TEL: 625 J 55 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hishcun Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 

For rcNcrvarion* call: 640155. 615155 
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World Swimming Chamninnships 

Rare defeat for Popov; tears 
as France win first world gold 


PERTH (AFPj — The great 
Alexander Popov mused 
over 3 rare defeat as Franee 
celebrated their First-ever 
world' championship gold 
medal on the sixth night of 
competition in the pool 
here oa'Salurday. 

in an occurrence in the 
nralms of a sighting of 
Hailey's Comet, Popov fin- 
ished with a silver medal in 
a stunning loss to .Alabama 
whippet, Bill Pilezuk in the 
50 -metre freestyle dash. 

Ir was the dual Olympic 
50 /lOOm champion’s first 
loss in a major sprint sinee 
before he came to promi- 
nence in 1991. 
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dniugbt for France at a 
world championship win- 
ning the 200m backstroke 
in national record time. 

Pilezuk and Brooke 
Bennett’s 800m freestyle 
victories lifted the U.S. to 
12 gold, four silver and 
four bronze medals with 
Sunday’s finals to close the 
meet. Australia are next 
with four gold, five silver 
and six bronze. 

It was a big night for 
Europe with Germany, 
buoyed by the return from 
injury of world record 
holder Franziska Van 
Almsick. ending the United 
States' winning run of 
* relays at the meet, 
f The German team of Van 
.. Almsick, Dagmar Hase, 
Silvia SzaJai and Kerstin 
Kielgass trumped the U.S. 
team to win the 200m 
x freestyle relay in eight min- 
utes 01.46 seconds. It was 
• Germany's first gold medal 
in the pool here. 

Dutchman Marcel Wouda 
swam with the excruciating 
pain of a hand injury' on the 
way to his breakthrough 
world championship tri- 
umph in the 200m medley. 
Wouda came home 
strongly to beat Frenchman 
Xavier Marchand in 
2:01.18 for the 
Netherlands’ first gold 
medal in the pool. 

Marchand's time was 
2:01.66. Third was 
American veteran Ron 
Karnaugh in 2:01.89. 
Piiczuk. a 26-year-old 
one-lap specialist and last 
year’s Pan Pacific 
Championship gold medal- 
list, dethroned Popov by 
0.14 seconds in winning 
the gold medal in a person- 
al best 22.29secs. 

"1 specialise in the 50m 
free,’’ said Pilezuk, who 
ranked second to Popov on 
last year's times. 

"My goal here was to get 
second. I thought Alex was 
going to swim sub-22 (sec- 
onds), and I thought I'd 
have to go under that to 
win. 

“I was trying to beat 
Michael Klim and go for 
silver. To end up with the 
gold was ideal. It was an 
ideal race at an opportune 
time... I pride myself on my 
starts.” Klim deadheated 
for third with Puerto Rican 
Ricardo Busquets. 

Popov was gracious in 
defeat, but he said his lack 
of competition in the 50m 
had contributed to his 
downfall. 

"The form in the 50m 
depends on bow many 50's 
I do throughout the year 
and I haven't had enough,” 
Popov said. 

“There has been a lack of 
competition since the 
Atlanta Olympics... I think 
raaybe I should stick to the 
JOQm. 

“1 won the 1 00m here, I 
will continue with that. I’ll 
have a break from it, but 
not give it up... I'll get it 
back someway.” 
Maracineanu became the 
queen of French swimming 
when the ‘La Marseillaise’ 
played for the First time in 
d]e championship’s 25 -year 
history. 

In an emotional triumph, 
^-year-old Maracineanu 
stood proudly on the victo- 
ry podium with tears in her 
eyes savouring her accom- 
plishment. 

The Romanian-born 
Maracineanu pipped 
Germany’s Dagmar Hase 



Russia's Alex Popov |L) stands on the dais after collect- 
ing his silver medal in the men's SO metres freestyle 
final as gold-winning Bill Pilezuk of the United States 
listens to his national anthem at the 8th World 
Swimming Championships in Perth (Reuters photo) 


Country 

MEDALS TABLE 

Gold Silver Bronze 

Total 

United States 

12 

4 

4 

20 

Australia 

4 

5 

6 

15 

China 

3 
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France 

1 

3 
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4 

Germany 
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Netherlands 
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Russia 

I 
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Ukraine 
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by 0.19 seconds in the 
French record lime of 
2:11.26 to register a 
famous victory for France. 

”1 fed great. I would 
never have dreamed that I 
would win a gold medal 
one day," she said. "I got a 
good sian and at ihe 1 00m 
mark I saw I was with the 
others and thought 1 could 
beat (hem. 

"In ihe last 50m l saw I 
was in front of them. 1 
thought they might catch 
me but I touched first.” 

Van Almsick, the 19- 
vear-old glamour queen of 
German swimming, broke 
her left wrist in a motorcy- 
cle accident last May and it 
was touch-and-go until a 
few months ago whether 
she would swim in Penh. 

“L started training again 
in July, but other injuries 
and illnesses followed and 
I couldn’t train as I want- 
ed.” Van Almsick said. 

"It wasn’t until after the 
German world trials in 
Regensburg in November 
that I knew I'd be compet- 
ing here. 

"Mv wrist is not totally 
recovered. In the poo! I can 
swim as before, but in other 
training like strength, my 
performance is not us 
before." 

Hase, who confirmed her 
retirement after the 
German triumph, said no- 
one wanted to be the first 
lead-off swimmmer. 

"We had big discussions 


and Franziska was unsure 
of her ability to perform 
here.” said Hase, the 
Barcelona Olympic 400m 
champion. 

Van Almsick took the 
decision and swum a 
2:01.28 leadoff leg which 
proved the foundation for 
the brilliant German per- 
formance. 

Wouda revealed after the 
200m medley that he had 
injured his hand in a gym- 
nasium accident shortly 
before the final. 

"A world title feels amaz- 
ing. but it’s really hurting 
everywhere, especially my 
hand,” said Wouda. 

"I was doing arm swings 
in the gym before l came 
here and" I ripped the skin 
off my hand and every lime 
I was slicing through ihe 
water I could feel the skin 
ripping... it's really bun- 
ins.” 


Excellent 
Furnished 
Apartment 
For Rent 


For details 
piease call : 
.5932509, 


SEEKING INVESTMENT ANALYST 

A leading company in the Gulf is looking to employ 
a female or male investment analyst. Qualifications: 

- Dynamic character with vision 

- Experience with an international investment 
company 

- Well versed in investment terminology 

- Able to analyze financial data and submit reports 

- Capable of advising clients on investment issues 

- Bilingual in English & Arabic, computer literate 

Interested candidates kindly send resumes by 
January 29th to the attention of Human Resources 

at: 

Fax (06) 856837 or 

PO Box 830134, Amman 11 183 or 

E-mail blue.aquarius@usa.net 
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Wolves 

upset 

Rockets 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Reserve Jalen Rose scored 
a career-high 23 points and 
Rik Smils had 20 as 
Indiana defeated 

Sacramento 1 1 7-92 Friday 
night. 

Mitch Richmond lopped 
(he Kings with 24 and sal 
oui much of the second half 
with the outcome already 
deiermined. 

• Timberwolves 116, 

Rockets 115 OT: In 

Houston, Tom Gugliotta 
scored 33 points and made 
a 5 -fool jumper ulT an 
alley -oop inbounds pass 
with 0.5 seconds left in 
overtime. 

The victory extended 
Minnesota's winning 
streak lo four games and 
put the TimberwolveN four 
games over .500 for the 
first lime in club history. 

Charles Barkley led the 
Rockets with 29 points and 
Willis finished with 27 
points and 1 3 rebounds. 

• Wizards 112, Grizzlies 
110: In Washington. Chris 
Webber blocked Blue 
Edwards' layup attempt at 
the buzzer and Washington 
rallied from a 13-point, 
fourth-quarter deficit to 
defeat Vancouver. 

The Wizards snapped a 
three-game losing streak, 
while the Grizzlies lost 
their 1 3th straight. 

• Hawks 102, Warriors 
89: In Atlanta, Christian 
Laettner scored 23 points 
and Sieve Smith added 20 
to help Atlanta to its sixth 
consecutive victory. 

The Warriors, who have 
the fourth-worst record in 
the league (7-28), dropped 
[heir ninth in a row. 

• Suns 111, Magic 86: In 
Phoenix. Danny Manning 
had 23 points and Steve 
Nash came off the bench 
to score 1 2 of his J 6 in the 
decisive second period as 
Phoenix rolled over 
Orlando. 

Cliff Robinson finished 
with 1 7 points and three of 
his team’s 1 1 steals. 

• Spurs 76, Hornets 71: 
In Charlotte. Tim Duncan 
scored 21 points and pulled 
down 13 rebounds to help 
San Antonio hold off 
Chiirlotte. 

In other matches, the 
Cavidiers beat the Nuggets 
99-74, the Bulls beaT the 
Bucks 96-86 and the Trail 
Blazers upset the Jazz 96- 
86 . 


Jazireh confident as they prepare 
to host Asian basketball qualifiers 

Aramex unveils sponsorship, plans for upcoming season 


By Aleen Bannayan 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A1 Jazireh 
Aramex. who will next 
month organise the l si West 
Asian Zone basketball quali- 
fiers, Sunday revealed their 
preparations for the event as 
well as plans for the upcom- 
ing season in which they 
hope to retain the Kingdom’s 
basketball crown. 

Chief of the organising 
committee Fadi Ghandour 
told a press conference that 
holding the Feb. 23-27 qual- 
ifiers in Amman were part of 
celebrations marking 

Aramex's 15 years of opera- 
tion. 

'The lournament will be 
open to the Jordanian public 
free of charge. This is our 
gift for Jordanian basketball 
fans as it is not often that we 
host events grouping Arab 
champion teams.” 

Six teams will be compet- 
ing for the sole qualifying 
berth to the Asian Clubs 
Championship which will be 
held in Malaysia April 25- 
May 2. 

The teams are Lebanon's 
A1 Riyadh Syria's Al 
Wihdeh. Yemen's Al Mina’. 
Palestine's Al Quds. Iran’s 
Zobohan and Jordan’s A I 
Jazireh. 

Four referees from the 
Asian Basketball 

Confederation (ABCl will 
be on hand for the tourney 
which will also be televised 
by Future TV' of Lebanon. 

Aramex has undertaken 
the cost of accommodation 
for the teams and will be the 
sole sponsor at an estimated 
cost of at JD20.000. 

According to the ABC 
West Asia Zone coordinator 
Awwad Haddad, the Asian 
Clubs Championship will 
include 10 titleholding Asian 
teams: the top four from the 
last championship, one each 
from the ABC’s five zones, 
and the host nation. 

The ABC five zones are: 
Middle Asia. East Asia, 
South East Asia. West Asia 
and the Gulf. 



Aramex Chairman Fadi Ghandour answers reporters questions at a press conference 
unveiling details pertaining to Al Jazireh ’s preparations for hosting the Asian bas- 
ketball qualifiers next month (photo by Hatem All) 


Al Riyadi will probably be 
the strongest contender in 
the qualifiers, having two 
professionals in their line- 
ups. 

Ghandour said Al Jazireh 
would most probably have a 
training camp in Riyadh. 
Saudi Arabia, in a tourna- 
ment hosted by Al Shabab 
Club grouping four other 
teams. 

Asked about his team's 
hopes and chances. 
Ghandour said: "Our team 
has been training well. We 
hope to be able to compete 
with the Iranian and 
Lebanese teams.” 

As to the possibility of 
including professional play- 
ers on the team. Ghandour 
was adamant to note that he 
wanted no change on his 
lineup which will soon com- 
pete for the Kingdom's title 
they won last year. 

"We have confidence in 
our team, and our plans are 
Jong term. We do not work 
for a particular champi- 
onship only.” 

However, he was quick to 
add that he did not oppose 
the idea of non-Jordanian 
players in the league as "that 
would benefit the overall 
standard of the game in the 


Kingdom". 

"The world is moving in 
that direction. Most neigh- 
bouring Arab countries have 
adopted this and have at 
least two<£>eign plavers on 
their lineups. Jordan will 
have to take that decision 
sooner or later. I hope it will 
not be too hie.” 

In 1997 alone. Aramex 
spent JD8G.000 to sponsor 
A! Jazireh's basketball 
teams. This year, the team 
will travel to Malaysia if 
they win the qualifiers. The 
agenda also includes the 
Arab Clubs Championships 
in Beirut March 23-April 2. 

Al Jazireh Club Chairman 
Abdullah Kisivani under- 
lined his appreciation for 
Aramex’s sponsorship 
adding that Al Jazireh would 
not have been crowned the 
Kingdom's champions had it 
not been for the continuous 
support from its generous 
sponsor headed by 
Ghandour. 

"Aramex have sponsored 
us for the last 10 years. They 
are the first Jordanian com- 
pany to adhere to the call of 
the Jordanian leadership to 
sponsor sports in the 
Kingdom. 1 can say that they 
have contributed at least 


JD700.000 so far. They are 
an example worth following 
and we cannot begin to 
express our appreciation.” 

Al Jazireh's lineup 
includes five national team 
players including Husam 
Lutfi. Ma’an Odeh and 
Naser Alawneh. 

Al Orthodox! and Al Ahli 
had previously taken pan in 
the Asian Clubs champi- 
onship with Al Ahli securing 
the best Jordanian showing 
with a fourth place finish in 
1995. 

Al Jazireh won the 
Kingdom’s basketball crown 
in 1997 leaving traditional 
rivals Al Ahli in second 
place and Al Orthodox! 
third. 

A! Orthodox i had an 
undisputed reign from 1 976- 

1 989. Al Ahli won the title in 

1990. 1992, 1993 and 1994 
while Al Orthodoxi came 
back to win in 1995 and 
1996 and are currently 
preparing to get back the 
title. 

They travelled to the 
United Arab Emirates 
Saturday to take pan in the 
Wihdeh Championship 
grouping the champions of 
Bahrain. Syria and the UAE. 


Super Deluxe Cozy Furnished Apartments 
For Rent 

Located in Sweifiyeh. 9 Amin Al Momany Sti.. very near to 
Orthodox Church. Each consists of 3 bedrooms and 
utilities, independent telephone, separate heating, video, 
stereo and satellite. Suitable lor diplomats. Rent annually, 
monthly oi any period. 

For more information callTel.: 81 8092 & 642072 


Deluxe Fully Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

CmiinisIs o! Hire*-.- Ijcriinoins (one master wilh Iwo simnv l^rracesl. 
I wo I •aHif't » i n,. modem kilclic-n. sjMCy dining and gnesl area, central 
kiilinu, tekplione. colour TV. video, satellite, water reservoir. 2nd 
Moor. Sale and quiet residenlial area. Location: 3rd Circle - Jabal 
Amman, near Al Khalidi Uospilal and Ihe French embassy. 

CallTel.: 632755 trom 10a.m. - 10p.m. daily 
or 079/ 27485 


DUTY UNPAID CAR FOR SALE 

1997 Ford Expedition (XLT), 4 doors, 
champaigne colour. 

If interested please call Tel.: 
5527520 or Mobile 079-61294 

(Mohammed Al Tawel) 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& T ANN AH H1RSCH 


ANWERES TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

The bidding has proceeded: 


SOUTH 

I* 


WEST 

Pnaa 


NORTH 
IT 


EAST 


Q. I * As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

AA TAB 7 3 vAQJ *AQ J5Z 
What is your opening bid? 

A • With only a four-loser hand it 
is Lepipting to open with a demand 
bid bui, since your long Buit is 
clubs, the bidding will develop awk- 
wardly, especially if you use on arti- 
ficial, ’strong two-dub opening. Our 
choice would be to open one club. 

Q. 2 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

aA ?A 8 7 3 CAQJ -VAQJS2 AS43 VAKQ *Q6 *J7G32 


What do you bid now? 

A - You have a balanced, mini- 
mum opening bid with stoppers in 
all suits, and ihe way to show that 
is to rebid one no trump. Don’t let 
your powerful three-card heart sup- 
port sway you into raising with only 
three cards in partner’s suit. 

Q. 5 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


The bidding hns proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Pan Phm 

■preemptive 
What da you bid now? 

A - Obviously, it is simply a choice 
of whether yon should double or 
cue-bid. You have such n powerful 
hand und need so little to moke 
game that wo would opt for the 
stronger action. Cue-bid three 
spades. 

Q. 3 - Ah South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

•AKQJ10 TA108 *>A K 7 5 *3 
Your nghl-hand opponent opens 
tbo bidding with one spade. What 
action do you lake? 

A - Only two courses should come 
to mind. One is lo pass and take 
whatever plus score comes your 
way. The second is to bid three no 
trump. Since the right queen in 
partners hand could be enough, we 
would opt for the latter. 

Q.4 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

*K 7 OAQ8 OQB3 *K 10332 


The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
tv P«» 7 

What do you bid now? 

A - There ore those who would 
respond one heart, and others who 
would jomp to two no trump. We 
would not consider the latter with- 
out a spade stopper, and u respond 
one heart on a three-cord suit is too 
esoteric far us. A plcbian two dubs 
is not perfect, but it is preferable to 
the alternatives. 

Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AKQ ?A987 0EQJ6* 44 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1C Paia 13 Pa*» 

ft 

What do you bid now? 

A - If you play splinter bids, a 
jump u> four dubs describes this 
hand to a tec — enough to force to 
game in hearts with a singleton 
dub. If you don’t, a jump to four 
hearts does not express the value of 
your hand adequately. Start with a 
jump shift to two spades, then sup- 
port hearts at the four-level at ynur 
next turn. 
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OUEDTS MUD VOR 
EXPORT ACMEVEUENT 



Trinity 

College 

London 


Patron HRH The Duke of Kent KG 
Chief Executive John Davcy BSc - 

The International Examinations Board 

MUSIC EXAMINATIONS 


Freddy for Music, in collaboration with Trinity 
College of Music Conservatory , is accepting 
registration for the 1998 practical and theory 
examinations. 


The system of graded examinations 
was first introduced by Triniry college 
and has become widely recognised 
and appreciated by ceachers and 
candidates throughout the world. 

To dace, the record of the 
Jordanian music students in this 
graded examinations has been 
outstanding. Our of the first 30 
who last completed che Trinity 
College London examinations 
successfully, 16 were distinction and 
5 were merit students. 


The deadline for this year's practical and theory examinations are: 

Practical Sunday 15 Feb. 98 

Theory. Sunday 1 March 98 



Freddy For Music 


for ihe love of music 

For more information, please call Freddy For Music, 
the Jordan representatives of Trinity College Music Conservatory: 
Tel/Fax: 692696 






i2 News 


At least 26 killed 


south of Algiers 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Algerian press reports 
Saturday uncovered at least 
another 26 brutal slayings 
by suspected Islamists, IS 
of them at a fake road block 
maimed by armed men in 
military uniform. 

The killing s all took place 
Thursday in areas south of 
the capital, Algiers. 

At the same time, the bod- 
ies of three girls, kidnapped 
last Sunday in the attack on 
the village of Sidi Hamm ed, 
have been found with their 
throats cut, the daily El 
Khabar reported- That 
attack left at least 100 peo- 
ple dead. 

According to Liberie, IS 
people had their throats cut 
and another six were kid- 


napped ai a fake roadblock 
on the road between Sour El 
Ghozlane and Bordj Khriss. 
around 100 km south of the 
capital. Five of the attackers 
were wearing military 
fatigues, the paper said. 

Security forces carried out 
a sweep of the area and 
found one of the victims 
still alive, but she later died 
of her wounds in hospital. 

At Ouzera, near Medea, 
SO km south of the capital, 
six members of a family, 
including two children, 
were blown to pieces by a 
bomb. 

* The mosque at Ouzera 
bad been hit by two home- 
made mortars a few days 
ago, but nobody was hurt. 

Two people were killed 


and two more injured 
Thursday after their vehicle 
was strafed by a 
Kalashnikov- wielding gang 
m annin g an unofficial road- 
block between Medea and 
Berrouagghia. the Le Matin 
newspaper said. 

The regions around 
Medea and Sour El 
Ghozlane have both wit- 
nessed an upsurge in vio- 
lence recently, with 26 peo- 
ple being massacred last 
week in an attack on one 
village. 

According to press 
reports, more than 1,500 
Algerian civilians have 
been killed in spiralling vio- 
lence since Dec. 30 — the 
start of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 


Netanyahu’s hard-line narrows 
Clinton’s peace process options 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
hard line puts President Bill 
Clinton in a tough spot days 
before Mr. Clinton is set to 
meet with him and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. 

Mr. Clinton was set to 
hold separate talks with Mr. 
Netanyahu on Tuesday and 
Mr. Arafat on Thursday in 
the latest bid to put the fal- 
tering peace talks back on 
track after 10 months of 
stalemate. 

On Wednesday Mr. 
Netanyahu’s conservative 
government dimmed hopes 
that the talks would lead to 
any breakthrough by saying 
Israel would keep control of 
much of the West Bank no 
matter what comes of the 
negotiations. 

It also qualified its 
promise to redeploy die 
Israeli army in the West 
Bank — a step Israel must 
carry out under the Oslo 
accords for Palestinian 
autonomy — by releasing a 
list of some 40 conditions. 

These were immediately 
rejected by the Palestinians 
and generated grumbles 
from Washington. 

“We were taken by sur- 
prise, and it is not helpful to 
our ability to conduct diplo- 
macy on this important sub- 
ject in advance of the meet- 
ings of the president," said a 
State Department official 
speaking on condition of 


anonymity. 

That Israel would main- 
tain control of not only 
Jewish settlements but also 
of the West Bank's key 
roads and water resources 
were not part of the discus- 
sions when U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross was in Israel 
last week, the official said. 

Issued Wednesday, the list 
of areas that Israel wants to 
control amounts to some 60 
per cent of the West Bank, 
according to Israeli public 
radio. It would leave 
Palestinians with pockets of 
sovereign territory impossi- 
ble to cobble into a viable 
state. 

Government officials 
rejected the view that its 
decision meant it is not seri- 
ous about implementing the 
Oslo accords. 

It noted that Wednesday’s 
cabinet decision was kept 
deliberately vague to avoid 
a conflict with Mr. Clinton 
and a clash between moder- 
ates and hardliners in gov- 
ernment. 

“This decision gave 
Netanyahu the maximum 
flexibility because it desig- 
nated the vital interests of 
Israel but did not define 
them with maps or figures." 
David Bar-Ill an. Mr. 
Netanyahu’s senior adviser, 
said. 

On Tuesday, looking back 
at her first year as the U.S. 
secretary of state. 
Madeleine Albright blandly 
said that the fate of the 


peace process in the region 
rested in the hands of the 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

“No matter what we in the 
administration or Congress 
do, it is up to the two lead- 
ers to make the tough deci- 
sions and to move the 
process forward," she said. 

Nonetheless, the New 
York Times in an editorial 
urged Mr. Clinton to flex 
some political muscle even 
though there is little chance 
of movement next week. 

“Washington must soon 
decide whether to try to ref- 
eree the reciprocity debate 
or to advance its own ideas 
for peace, leaping beyond 
the current impasse." 

The Times said Mr. 
Clinton “should press for an 
Israeli withdrawal from an 
additional 10 per cent or 
more of West Bank territory 
that begins quickly and is 
not hedged with precondi- 
tions." 

Mr. Arafat for his part 
must be told that “he cannot 
justify his own inexcusable 
lack of consistency on secu- 
rity issues.” 

For his part New York 
Times columnist Thomas 
Friedman says he fears that 
the president will choose 
another option, one in 
which he “fumes in private, 
says nothing in public and 
proceeds with a peace 
process he knows will go 
nowhere." 


Arafat cancels visit to U.S. 


Holocaust museum — report 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat has cancelled plans 
to visit the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum during 
his upcoming visit to 
Washington after museum 
officials refused to provide 
security, the Washington 
Post reported Saturday. 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton will meet with Mr. 
Arafat at the White House 
on Thursday, in hopes of 
getting the Mideast peace 
process going after 10 
months of stagnation. 

Mr. Clinton will meet 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 


Tuesday. Mr. Arafat’s visit 
to the exhibition on Nazi 
genocide — one of the 
largest and most detailed in 
the world — had been sug- 
gested by U.S. deputy spe- 
cial Mideast envoy Aaron 
Miller as a gesture of recon- 
ciliation, according to the 
Post 

However, some members 
of the Jewish community 
who got wind of the visit 
rold top museum officials 
that Mr. Arafat was “Hitler 
incarnate," and must not be 
welcome in the museum, 
the Post reported. 

The museum. which 
receives federal funds, can- 


not turn anyone away, but 
officials have refused to 
offer security or extend pro- 
tocol courtesies given to 
other world leaders. 

Mr. Arafat could visit the 
museum, but he would have 
to stand in line like any 
other tourist, museum offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Miller and U.S. envoy 
to the Middle East Dennis 
Ross strongly believed that 
a visit by Mr. Arafat to the 
museum could quietly mark 
a psychological break- 
through in Palestinian- 
Israeli relations. 


White House sceptical of progress 
in Netanyahu, Arafat meeting 


SHINGTON (AFP) 
The White House 
[ Friday that it didn’t 
?our hopes of major 
gress in next week’s 
itings between U.S. 
sident Bill Clinton 
Israeli and 
istinian leaders, 
r. Clinton will meet 
l Israeli Prime 
lister Benyamin 
anyahu Tuesday at 
white House and 
;stinian President 
ser Arafat two days 
r. in hopes of getting 
Mideast peace 
:ess going after 10 
ilhs of stagnation, 
think it's realistic to 


expect that, as often is 
the case in the Middle 
East peace process, that 
this will be a meeting 
that is candid." an3 


requires “patience," 
said White House 
spokesman Michael 
McCurry. 

Noting that Secretary' 
of State Madeleine 
Albright and the U.S. 
envoy to the Middle 
East. Dennis Ross, met 
with Mr. Netanyahu and 
Mr. Arafat recently to 
repare for the talks, 
"r. McCurry added: 
Our expectations, 
frankly, are not great at 
this point." 


G 


”We are realistic about 
where we are at this 
moment and just know 
that we have to continue 
to try to press forward 
and continue to get the 
parties to focus on the 
choices they must 
make," said Mr. 
McCurry. 

The Israeli cabinet 
Wednesday adopted a 
long list of conditions 
the" Palestinians must 
meet ahead of any troop 
withdrawal. Israel has 
decided in any case that 
it will maintain control 
of a large swathe of the 
West Bunk. 
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BLESSING A DUCK: Father Villar of the Saint Anton church blesses a duck in Madrid on Saturday. Traditionally 
a part of the Saint Anton festival the priest of the district of Saint Anton (Madrid) blesses thousands of dog?, cats, 
birds, tortoises and sometimes pig?, tigers or other more unusual domestic animals (AFP photo) 


TUrkey ponders future of Islamist 
movement after ban of Welfare 


ANKARA (AP) — Soon 
after a Turkish court shut 
down the largest Islamist 
party for violating the 
nation's secular constitu- 
tion, the Welfare Party’s 
leadership vowed to retain 
control of — and strengthen 
— their movement. 

“Our cause will get 
stronger, and supporters 
will grow," Necmettin 
Erbakan, leader of the 
Islamist Welfare Party, said 
Friday. 

Welfare supporters have 
already established a new 
party, called Virtue, as a 
substitute for the , party 
banned on Friday under a 
provision that prohibits par- 
ties based on ethnicity, reli- 
gion or communist ideolo- 
gy- 

Hours before the court 
announced its decision, Mr. 
Erbakan held a round of 
meeting with leaders of two 
centre-right parties, report- 
edly lobbying for revision 
of the constitution to lift its 
ban. 

“It is the slaughter of the 
law 40 times over, but we 
respect the decision." Mr. 
Erbakan said. 


Some legal experts also 
argued that Mr. Erbakan 
could challenge the ban by 
tunning od an independent 
ticket in the next elections. 

Mr. Erbakan, among six 
deputies whose political 
activities were limited for 
the next five years by the 
court verdict, appeared 
poised to Fight on to retain 
his hold on the growing 
Islamist movement 

“Erbakan won't give up 
the control of the party," 
said Ali Bayramogiu, a soci- 
ologist. ‘To say Erbakan is 
finished, the movement is 
dead, is wrong." 

Welfare came out of the 
last elections in 1995 as 
leader with 21 per cent of 
the votes. The victory car- 
ried the party to power in a 
coalition with a pro- 

Western. centre-right party. 

However, its rule lasted 
only one year, as the secular 
establishment, led by the 
powerful generals, forced it 
out of power because of its 
attempts to emphasise 

Islam's role in public and 
civil life. 

“The verdict is the Final 
phase of the secular cam- 


paign against Welfare," said 
Sencer Ayata. a sociologist 
“They have to find a way to 
mend fences with the state." 

Some analysts predicted 
that a new Islamist party 
would opt to be more mod- 
erate than radical, taking 
European Christian democ- 
ratic parties as a model. 

Such a bid requires 
Islamic leaders to moderate 
their rhetoric as well. 

The court based its ruling 
on Mr. Erbakan's speeches. 
He once Likened Welfare to 
an “Islamic Jihad Army" 
and contended it would one 


day rule in Turkey regard- 
less if die transition is 


“sweet or bloody." 

“We will adopt a milder 
tone. We have made mis- 
takes in the past- But we 
didn't deserve to be closed." 
said Bulent Arinc. 49. a 
younger-generation Welfare 
deputy also tipped to lead 
the cause. 

The 71 -year-old Erbakan 
is expected to choose a 
trustworthy caretaker to 
lead a new party. Two for- 
mer parties led by Mr. 
Erbakan were shut down 
before. Mr. Erbakan each 


time managed to make 
strong comebacks. 

However, some analysts 
say, given his late age, it 
would be difficult for Mr. 
Erbakan to control the 
movement and there would 
be attempts by the party's 
younger generation to take 
hold of the reins. 

The top candidate among 
the younger generation is 
Recep Tayip Erdogan, the 
mayor of Istanbul. 

“The hotshot wrestlers 
will come to the arena, and 
for the first time within 
Welfare, there wjll be .a 
political struggle,” said 
Rusen Cakir. an expert on 
the Islamic raoveraent- 

Turkey faces tough times 
in the international Field for 
closing a political party. 

Washington said the deci- 
sion damaged Turkish 
democracy and multiparty 
system. And even before the 
ruling, the European Union 
last month refused to con- 
sider the Muslim Nation for 
full membership, citing 
shortcoming in the Turkish 
democracy. 


Qatar’s 

interior 


ministry 
fires 152 


Egyptians 


DOHA < AP) — Qatar’s interi- 
or ministry has fired at least 
152 Egyptians in the wake of 
tension between die two coun- 
tries. an Egyptian diplomat 
said Saturday. 

‘There’s been a trend to 
ease out Egyptian workers 
from Qatar's public sector 
because of the tense ties said 
an Egyptian diplomat who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The diplomat said 20 other 
Egyptians were dismissed 
from the Qatari armed forces 
over the past few days. A 
spokesman for Qatar's interior 
ministry refused to comment. 

The diplomat said that if 
relations between the two 
countries did not improve, he 
expected the rest of the 5.000 
Egyptians working in Qatar's 
public sector to be fired by 
summer. 

Egyptian-Qatari ties soured 
in November after Egypt 
joined several Arab countries 
in boycotting the Middle East 
and North Africa economic 
conference that was held in 
Doha. President Hosni 
Mubarak was reported to have 
reconciled with the Qatari 
emir. Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa AI Thani, when King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia brought 
them together in Riyadh last 
month. 


Russia completes first module 
for new space station 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian and U.S. space offi- 
cials Saturday unveiled the 
completed First module of an 
International space station, to 
be sent to the Baikonur cos- 
modrome next week and 
launched on June 30. 

The 20-ionne functional 
caigo block, known by the 
Russian acronym FGB. win 
provide the initial propulsion 
and power for the space sta- 
tion. 

All modules are expected to 
be in orbit by 2002. 

The space station project 
combines contributions from 
Lhe United States. Russia. 
Canada. Japan and the 
European Space Agency 
(ESA), and the first crew 
members are due to arrive in 
mid- 1999. 

It will be used for a wide 
range of scientific experi- 
ments. and will replace 
Russia’s 1 1 -year-old Mir 
orbital station, which Russian 
space officials plan to keep in 
service until late 1999 despite 
a spate of accidents and 
breakdowns last year. 

The FGB will begin its five- 
day journey Thursday from 
the Khrunichev factory in 
Moscow, where it was built, 
to the cosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan, travelling 1.920 
kilometres on a special rail 
car. 

It will be accompanied by a 
massive Proton rocket, which 
can pul much larger payloads 
into orbit than the Soyuz 
rocket. 

The FGB was originally 
due to blast off from 
Baikonur last November, but 
delays in construction nf the 


second Russian element of 
the station — the service 
module — put back the 
launch date. 

“We will definitely fulfil 
our commitments [in the 
space station project J.” 
Russian Space Agency ( RS A) 
Director Yury Koptev rold a 
news conference at the 
Khrunichev faciory Saturday. 

Constnicrion of the service 
module has been held up by 
financial problems bedev- 
illing the Russian space pro- 
gramme. 

Mr. Koptev put the overall 
cost of the service module, 
due to be launched in 
December, at $800 million. 

He said only SI SO million 
of last year's budgeted alloca- 
tion of S250 million had been 
received by Russia's space 
industry, and another $250 
million would be needed to 
complete the module on 
schedule this year. 

Mr. Koptev said President 
Boris Yeltsin, who rerumed to 
Moscow Saturday after a 
two-week holiday in the 
country northwest of the cap- 
ital. issued instructions 
Wednesday to improve 
financing for the Russian con- 
tribution, 

Khrunichev Project 
Manager Sergey Shayevieh 
said the construction delays 
had enabled the Russian 
space experts and their part- 
ners from the U.S. Boeui" 
Aerospace Company to make 
improvements to the FGB, 
which was ftmded by the U.S. 

More than 300 changes 
were made to upgrade the 
FGB, including a modifica- 
tion enabling it u> be refuelled 


directly by Progress cargo 
vehicles rather than via the 
service module as originally 
planned, Mr. Shayevieh said 

The FGB will stay in orbit 
for 15 years — longer than 
any of the other modules, he 
added 

The FGB and service mod- 
ule will be joined later by six 
laboratory modules — three 
Russian, one American, one 
Japanese and one European 
— plus a U.S. module able to 
accommodate four crew and 
docking nodes. 

The FGB cost $232 million 
to build “a bargain for such a 
complex space vehicle." 
NASA engineer Jack Bacon 
told AFT. pointing out that 
each launch of the U.S. space 
shuttle cost $400 to $500 mil- 
lion. 

Although the FGB design is 
based on the development of 
the Mir and earlier Soviet 
Salyut space stations, it boasts 
a number of innovations, 
notably a special shield to 
protect it from micro-mete- 
orites, the Russian and U.S. 
space officials said 

New pipe and cable designs 
were also used in the FGB, 
providing better protection 
against corrosion than those 
installed on Mir, they said 
_ The U.S. shuttle endeavour 
is due to rendezvous with the 
FGB in July to deliver the 
second piece of the station — 
a U.S.-built connecting node. 

Three spacewalks will be 
required to make the neces- 
sary electrical connections 
with the FGB, Nancy Currie, 
a member of the shuttle crew* 
training for the mission, told 
AFP. 



De Niro raising 
the hackles of 
Parisians with the 
shooting of new film 


PARIS (AFP) — Robert De 
Niro is in Paris filming John 
Frankenheimer’s latest epk. 
“The Ronin,” in which the 
Oscar-wi finer stars as a mod- 
ern-day wandering samurai 
warrior. Filming is expected 
to continue until the end of 
February, raising the hackles 
of Parisians living on the 
banks of the Seine who are 
being subjected to lengthy 
night-time shoots with noisy 
special effects. The plot of 
“The Ronin" concerns six 
people brought together for a 
special operation, financed 
by an anonymous sponsor 
with a mysterious suitcase 
which is coveted by several 
obscure international groups. 
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Richard Gere to 


star at Vienna ball 




VIENNA (AFP) — Actor ... - s : ' 
Richard Gere will be among 
the rich and glamorous a 
Vienna’s Opera Ball next V 
month. The Opera House 
event, hosted by President V_- -' 
Thomas FGestil, is the jewel T*. •- .... 
in the crown of Vienna's tra- TT . 
ditional ball season, which is ' . • 

now in full swing at the 
Austrian capital. Gere, will 
attend at the invitation of 
Vienna jeweller Christian 
Huebner, Austrian radio ' ; . 

reported The event has in the 
past attracted international 
stars including Princess r J '_ .? "I. 
Caroline of Monaco, Sophia ' / r 

Loren and Grace Jones. I ■ - r : 


•V! 


Judge refuses to 
dismiss libel suit 
by super couple 
Willis and Moore 


LOS ANGELES (AFP)— A 
judge refused to dismiss libd 
charge against a supermar- 
ket tabloid, the Sta4 brought 
by super couple Bruce Wiffis 
and Demi Moore. The actors 
claimed that the Star falsely 
reported in its June 10 edi- 
tion that their marriage was 
in peril. The story, headlined 
“Bruce and Demi: Od The 
Rocks — Now It’s Turning 
Into Hollywood’s Nasties! 
Divorce In Years," said the 
couple was “secretly headed 
for Splitsville," according to 
the complaint. The couple 
said the paper also falsely 
reported in a July edition that 
Moore “partied up a storm" 
with actor Johnny Depp after; 
he split from supetmodel 
Kate Moss. 
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Bulgarian songwriter 
accuses Jackson of 
stealing hit song 




SOFIA (AFP) — A 
Bulgarian songwriter 

accused U.S. pop giant 
Michael Jackson of plagia- 
rism, saying a hit by the star 
was a virtual copy of a tune 
he wrote in 1981. Atanas 



IS. reje 

Atanassov said Jackson’s . 

1997 hit “Blood On The U&pCf 

DnniV Floor** rnok itS . * ' 


Dance Floor” took its 
melody and rhythm from a 
song he wrote, “New Year," 
in 1981 — and he is seeking 
compensation through the 
courts. “I know they will call 
me crazy, but I cannot forego 
my author's rights," he told 
Thursday’s Troud newspa- 
per. Pending a court decision, 
he has demanded that 
Jackson's song be banned 
from Bulgarian airwaves. 
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Armani does 
windows for historic 
Paris neighbour 

PARIS (AFP) — Fashion 
designer Giorgio Arinaro 8 
offering a chunk of the u*' 
ings from his new Paris stoa* 
to help restore windows 
the city’s historic SaP 
Germain des Pres Chnfl*- 
To mark the opening of ^ 
store in the Saint Germain 
des Pres district on the Left 
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Bant he has proved® 
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contribute 15 per cent of the 
stores turnover from 
22-24. That is on top of J . -n ^ 
donation of $160,000 which r |j. K 

he has already pledged » JH* l(i ' e, n ^r, 
restore the windows, 

donation , 


eate 


aides say. ‘This 
my 

Emporio Armani into 
«1 of till 
tricL” he said. 
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shows my desire .to ^ Ba^ 


the life 
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and soul of this mythu^ •. \ j, v , 
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